
Place label over this message 

University Christian Church exists for bringing others to Christ,  

building them up in Christ, and sending them out for Christ. 
Join us for Sunday School at 9:15am and Worship at 10:30am. 

University Christian Church 
2400 N. Nebo Rd. 
Muncie, IN 47304 
765-284-0896 
www.universitychristianchurch.com 

Why I Do What I Do 

     “And without faith it is impossible to please God,     

because anyone who comes to him must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 

him” (Hebrews 11:6). 

     Hebrews 11 is a great example of the pillars of our 

faith. It is filled with the stories of men and women who 

were faithful to God’s leading, many times not even liv-

ing to see their works bear fruit. 

     We can read these verses and be amazed at the faith 

of these people and maybe even dream of how we 

would respond to God in similar situations.  

     God has called us today to have faith just as those in  

Hebrews 11. Their faith wasn’t limited to one particular 

instance or event, but it was woven through everything 

they did. For “without faith it is impossible to please 

God.” 

     Everything we do in life should be directly linked to 

our faith in our Lord. James even wrote of this as it            

pertained to prayer. He said that if we don’t pray with 

the faith that God will answer our prayers then we are 

unstable in all of our ways. 

     Do I go to church just because it is what Christians 

do? Or, do I go to church expecting in faith that God will 

move in a mighty way? Our Christian disciplines can    

easily become routine and no longer be a part of our 

faith in God as they once were. In a former life I found 

myself living in a life of routine. I did all I needed to do 

because that is what people expected. I need to be     

vigilant in reading my Bible, praying, and going to 

church, not just to be another thing to check off my list 

of Christian things to do. I need to do them with faith, 

knowing that a loving and powerful God will move in 

and through me as I do these things. 
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DON’T FORGET: 

We are worshipping in person again! Please be sure to register for the 9am or 10:30am service by going to our website, our Facebook 

page, or contacting the office.  Our 10:30am service will be Live on Facebook or you can catch the replay on the website. 



This Month at UCC 

Men’s Lunch (at Red Apple Cafe)—September 1 @11:30am 

Women’s Journey—September 3 @6pm 

Cultural Impact Team—September 3 @6:30pm 

Offices Closed—September 7 

Elders Meeting—September 10 @7am 

Full Praise Team—September 16 @7pm 

Senior Saints—September 17 from 12-1pm 

OCC Craft night—September 17 @5:30pm 

OCC Rummage Sale—September 18 & 19 

REACH Yorktown Food Distribution—September 19 @9am 

Journeymen—September 21 @6pm 

OCC Craft Night—September 17 from 5:30-8pm 

At craft night we will be discussing Collection Week for Operation 

Christmas Child. Collection week is November 16 -23. As the      

collection site for nine counties, UCC will have the doors open, but 

the method of collecting shoeboxes will be different because of the 

Covid-19 guidelines. We need to pray for the success of the       

program and then decide how we can make that happen. Please 

wear your mask, bring your dinner and your own drink, and come 

to craft night to help us make things that will bring joy to children 

in countries around the world. Each shoebox that we pack will give 

the child who receives it the opportunity to hear about Jesus. We 

will not let Covid-19 guidelines stop us from spreading God’s word 

across the nation. 

Sunday Services 

If you plan to attend one of our Sunday services, please be sure to 

register online using the link below. You can also find the link on 

our website. We continue to have two services; one at 9am and one 

at 10:30am. The 10:30am service will be Facebook Live for those 

who need to stay home. The live service is recorded and then will 

be available on our website by 12:30pm. 

Website: 

www.universitychristianchurch.com  

Register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/university-christian-church-tickets-
104454590492 

Remember:  

 Doors open 10 minutes before service starts 

 Please respect others and practice social distancing 

 Masks are requested 

 Please exit promptly after service so we can get surfaces       

 sanitized, especially between services. 

Men’s Lunch 

All men are invited to come enjoy lunch at Red Apple Café on  

Tuesday, September 1, at 11:30am.  

Fred and Beth  

Myrick 

August 9, 2020 

New Members 

Elders Meeting 

Please pray as the Elders and Ministers meet Thursday, September 

10. Pray for wisdom, discernment, and for God to be glorified in 

each decision that is made.  

A Note from Steve 

     Have you noticed all the yard signs popping up like weeds on lawns everywhere?  Just in my  neighborhood, I can 

find signs that say “Black Lives Matter…Save a Life; Wear A Mask…We Support Teachers…We’re in This Together…A 

hero lives here…Biden/Harris…Trump/Pence.”  There seems to be a sign for just about every cause you can think of!  

I even saw one during the toilet paper shortage that read, “Please TP Our House”! 

     What do you suppose is the purpose for these signs?  My guess is that it is often an effort to  influence those who 

pass by to support that particular cause or candidate.  The logic seems to be that the more signs you see supporting 

a particular cause, the more reason you will have to jump on the bandwagon and support that cause.  Imagine that – 

a society where people choose their values and leaders based on the yard signs they see!  It sounds ridiculous, but 

what if there is actually something to this?  

     Think of your life as a sign.  What message are people reading 

when they look at your behavior and the way you live?  What 

does your body language say to them?  When people look at you, 

is the message “Let me help” or “Leave me alone”?  Do your   

conversations send the message, “I want to know about you,” or 

“I just want to talk about me”?  The words we speak and the things we do can convey all kinds of messages, not just about who we are, but 

about what is important to us.  What would those reading your life determine is most important to you?  How long would it take them to 

get the message that you care about others, or that you are a Christian? 

     We often complain that people outside the church mischaracterize Christians.  But maybe in some cases they are just reading the signs of 

a believer’s life and describing what they see – Christians who are quick to judge the sin and slow to love the sinner; believers who talk 

about love and generosity, then live more selfishly than their non-Christian colleagues; people who talk about how much Jesus means to 

them and how much they love their church, but then routinely choose other activities over being at church and worshiping Jesus.  We    

normally try to put positive and encouraging messages on our church sign by the road, but the message on that sign won’t have nearly the 

impact as the message they read in your life and mine.  

    In Paul’s second letter to the church at Corinth, he describes the believers not just as signs, but as letters that are read by others.  He 

writes, “Clearly, you are a letter from Christ showing the result of our ministry among you.  This ‘letter’ is written not with pen and ink, but 

with the Spirit of the living God.  It is carved not on tablets of stone, but on human hearts” (2 Cor. 3:3).  And as we recently studied on    

Sunday mornings, the message the Holy Spirit carves into our hearts is, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,        

gentleness, and self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23).  Let’s let these be the message people read when they look at our life!  

     I don’t know if yard signs persuade anyone to follow a cause, but I firmly believe our life can be a sign that will help persuade others to 

follow the cause of Christ.  To do that, however, they must first SEE Christ in us.  Will you make it your prayer today that your life will be full 

of the fruit of the Holy Spirit and that people will see Jesus in you and be drawn to him by the message your words and actions send? 

 

All For Jesus,  

Steve 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/university-christian-church-tickets-104454590492
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/university-christian-church-tickets-104454590492


     “Busy” is our typical response to the question, “How are you?” 
Busy with what? Work. Work takes time and effort. It takes time 
and effort to take care of our kids, it takes time and effort to pay 
the bills, and it takes time and effort to be involved in the life of 
the church. I think it is ironic that so many people work hard so 
they can retire easy. 
     What if we do not work to live, but we live to work?  In his 

book, Work: The Meaning of Your Life, Lester DeKoster defines work as, “the form in 
which we make ourselves useful to others.” In fact, Scripture describes work as a gift 
from God. Ecclesiastes 3:12-13, “I know that there is nothing better for people than to 
be happy and to do good while they live. That each of them may eat and drink, and find 
satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God.” Work is a gift because He uses our 
work to take care of others. Paul said in Acts 20:35, “In all things I have shown you 
that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
     DeKoster concludes, “Work is the mystery that provides us with far more than we 
could ever provide ourselves.” 
     One of the things I love about our youth family is that they work hard. Kingdom work 
has become a normal part of our family’s culture. Members of our church are beginning 
to reach out to me with kingdom work projects for us. Our teens are answering the call. 
     Our youth group actually enjoys working because they work together. Work was  
never meant to be done alone. Ecclesiastes 4:9 says, “Two are better than one, because 
they have a good reward for their toil.” The essence of discipleship is being with the 
teacher. Kayla, Penny, and I have been trying to invite teens to share life with us. Kayla 
has taken girls grocery shopping, we had some of the teens over to do yard work with 
us, and Penny has enlisted girls to help her with projects. When done alone, this is 
work. But when done with others, it is discipleship. 
     My prayer is that we would all have the heart of Paul who viewed his work as a    
necessary ministry, even though he longed to be taken out of this world and be with 
Christ (i.e. his version of retirement). “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I 
am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot 
tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.”  
(Philippians 1:21-24) Work is not meaningless when it is done out of love for God and 
others. Paul concludes in 1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 
Lord your labor is not in vain.” 

Coming Up in the Children’s Ministry: 

Hopefully, we are getting closer to reopening the children’s     
ministry soon. I am excited about a new check-in feature that we 
are introducing. We will be offering touchless check-in! You will be 
able to use your phone to check your child in and the labels will 
then print automatically when you are close to the printer.  

Be looking for more information soon about how this will work for 
your family! 

God Sightings: 

I had the opportunity to be dean for the Ark Christian Ministries the 
last week in July. It was a totally different experience than I have ever had as a dean for 
camp (masks, set groups, no games from the stage, take your food to a specific         
location, etc.). The amazing thing that I saw though was that God still used that week to 
do great things.  

There was a moment we were sitting in our camp chairs, socially distanced, and my 
worship leader challenged the kids to be loud when they sing. I thought ‘uh oh’, they 
are just going to scream, but that didn’t happen. Instead, I heard 53 kids sing from their 
heart and worship God. It brought tears to my eyes, and it will be a moment that I will 
always remember. Even a few weeks after this, I had a mom of one of the boys tell me 
that he still wants to listen to the songs we sang at camp!    

September Focus: 

For the month of September, your child should be looking for something in the mail 
from the children’s ministry. All children will be receiving a reading challenge. There will 
be different verses from the Bible that the child chooses to read by themselves and/or 
with their family each day. They will then color in the leaf that has that verse. If they 
are able to color in all of the leaves by the end of the month, then they will receive a 
prize from me!  

I look forward to when we can have the children’s ministry available again to our         
wonderful families. If there is anything I can do for your family, please let me know. 

If you have any questions about what is going on with the kids, please contact Michael 
@ (765) 516-3532 or at michael@universitychristianchurch.com 

Andrew Cullen  

Associate/Youth Minister 

Michael McDonough 

Children’s Minister 

UCC boys at  
Extremes 2.0 Camp 
with Michael at the  

Ark Christian  
Ministries. 



September 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Men’s Lunch 
11:30am @Red 
Apple Cafe 

2  3 Woman’s  
Journey 6pm 
Cultural Impact 
Team 6:30pm 

4 5 

6  7 Labor Day—
Offices closed  
 

8 9  10 Elders Meeting 
7am 

11 12 

13  14  15 REACH board 
7pm(library) 

16 Full Praise 
Team 7pm 

17 Senior Saints 
Triple Burger 
Lunch pick-up  
12-1pm 
OCC Craft Night 
5:30-8pm 

 

18 OCC Rummage 
Sale 8am-6pm 
 

19 OCC Rummage 
Sale 8am-6pm 
Reach Yorktown  
9-11am 

20 Spahr/Boeck 
bridal shower  
1-3pm 

21 Journeymen 
6pm 

22 23  
 

24 25 26 

27  28  29 30     

Birthdays      
Sept. 2 Easton Hill 
Sept. 3 Lois Strouse   
Sept. 4 Angela Oliver 
Sept. 5 Gary Fisher 
Sept. 5 Lauren Scholer 
Sept. 6 Aumalee Crandall (93) 
Sept. 6 Andrew Soules 
Sept. 7 Doug Phelps            
Sept. 7 Doreen Bartlow 
Sept. 8 Christy Sands 
Sept. 8 Gavin Riley  
Sept. 10 Keith Boyd 
Sept. 10 Willie Coston 
Sept. 10 Emma Grile 
Sept. 11 Beth Scholer 
Sept. 11 Destiny Coston 
Sept. 11 James Sue  
Sept. 13 Dawn Patterson 
Sept. 15 Cathy Jarrett 
Sept. 17 Janelle Gerber  
Sept. 19 Levi Dickey          
Sept. 20 Sharon Donica       
Sept. 20 James Criss 
Sept. 23 Shalyssa Eason 
Sept. 23 Morgan Stillwagon 
Sept. 24 Joyce Vrooman 
Sept. 24 Joan Lee Williams (90) 
Sept. 28 Todd Soules 
Sept. 28 Brody Green  
Sept. 29 Diana Delk 
Sept. 29 Donna Burton 
Sept. 29 Nancy Criss 
Sept. 30 Caleb Grile 

 Anniversaries 
Sept. 2 Jim & Wanda Stringer 
Sept. 3 Eddie & Michelle Peterson 
Sept. 11 Mike & Mary Ann Sue  
Sept. 11 Benje & Jill Dickey 
Sept. 28 Rob & Julie Tyler     


