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Listening to the Lord
By Rick Baldwin
Where do you find hope?
“Hope is one of the Theological virtues. This means that a
continual looking forward to the eternal world is not (as
some modern people think) a form of escapism or wishful
thinking, but one of the things a Christian is meant to do. It
does not mean that we are to leave the present world as it is.
If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did
most for the present world were just those who thought
most of the next.” – C.S. Lewis
As we watch the news, read the paper or listen to the radio
these days the media can paint a pretty grim picture of the
world were in, we are constantly being told how bad off
things are. Why is this? Because for whatever reason bad

news sells. It keeps us up watching, wanting more
information, and looking for hope .
These days can be scary with so many uncertainties (did we
ever think we would be shut out of going to church this

long?) but we know with all of life's uncertainties we have a
God with a plan, and he will see us through!
Proverbs 23:18 says, “Surely there is a future, and your hope
will not be cut off.”
Don’t we feel better when the sun is shining than we do
when it is dark and gloomy out? Then let the SON shine
through you today, be the one that shines hope in the
darkness for others without hope these days.
When we say, “don’t worry, God’s got this,” believe it! He
does!
Romans 15:4 says, “For whatever was written in former days
was written for our instruction, that through endurance and
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope.”
So maybe we are writing a chapter for future brothers and
sisters in Christ to look back on and see how the Church
survived and increased through even these uncertain days.

Please follow us on Facebook and watch each weeks message on our website until the stay at home order is
lifted and we are able to resume activities at the church which have been postponed due to the pandemic.

A Note from Steve
The Sunday following Easter got off to a bad start for me. Due to some technical difficulties, the message for that
morning didn’t get uploaded onto our website and Facebook page until mid-afternoon. I knew we had promised it would
be there by 10:30 and I knew people would be looking for it. In fact, I had numerous people text, call, and email me asking
where it was, and all I could say is, “We’re working on it and will have it up as soon as possible.” It was both disappointing
and embarrassing. It’s bad enough that we can’t worship at the church together, but to not even be able to share the
message online was a big letdown for me. We finally did get the sermon video online, but I’m sure by that time many
people never ended up watching it. Some probably didn’t take any time to worship
at all that Sunday because our technology failed us.
All of this had me stressed out all morning, and in a down mood much of the afternoon. But then
God helped me put it all into perspective. He reminded me of a newsletter I received that week from
Dan & Crystal Hill (names changed for their protection), missionaries of ours who serve with their
four children in an area of the world where, not only is Christianity prohibited, but the nation is also
in a serious civil war. There are daily airstrikes (sometimes hundreds of them) that land as close as
200 yards away from Dan & Crystal’s home, rattling their windows. At the time of their letter they
had been without running water for 10 days and expected it to be that way for months. Their

“I had the blues
because I had no shoes,
Until upon the street
I met a man
Who had no feet.”
-Dennis Waitley

electricity was out for 22 hours per day. There is also a shortage of food, fuel, cooking oil, generator
diesel, and gas. Supermarkets are closed. There are riots going on in the city, active battles creeping closer and closer to where they live,
and to top it off there is this thing called covid-19 that has struck the people there as well. The leader of the rebel army got on TV and
announced a cease fire due to the virus, but that same night, once people were quarantined in their homes, the rebels launched more
missile attacks on the city than ever before. Even hospitals were targeted and bombed. The people there are afraid to be outside because
of the virus, and they’re afraid to go inside and quarantine because of the bombing. And I thought I was having a bad day!
When I remembered what this family is living through, I felt about this big. They have it much worse than I do, and all because they want
to spread the love and hope of Jesus in an area that desperately needs it. Here I am, in a free country, in a comfortable home, with all I
need just a short drive away, and I’m in a funk because a video didn’t upload as fast as I wanted? Meanwhile, Dan & Crystal aren’t
complaining at all. After sharing the above conditions they are living in, they summed it up by saying, “However, it is an opportunity for the
gospel. People are hungry for hope!” They went on to tell about five new Bible Studies, two new house churches, and four new believers
as a result of their work there. Praise the Lord!
I’m still disappointed that our technology failed that Sunday and apologize to anyone it inconvenienced. But I’ve learned that I shouldn’t
let that, or any of the other little inconveniences caused by the coronavirus, steal my joy. And I hope that the next time you start to feel a
little down or discouraged because of your circumstances, you’ll remember this family of six, far away from family and friends, who are still
joyfully giving hope to others. I hope it will encourage you to be more grateful for what you DO have, rather than pout about what you
don’t have. I hope it will motivate you to use these challenging times we’re in to share the hope of Jesus with others. And I hope it will

Memorial Day
Remembering the heroes who
fought for our freedom. Offices will
be closed on May 25, in observance
of Memorial Day.

Give+ Mobile App
Did you know we offer an electronic option for making your tithes
and offerings? Take the work out of giving! Vanco Payment
Solutions’ Give+ mobile gives the power of smartphone giving
directly into your hands. In a few quick steps you can make gifts
and tithes through your smartphone. Download the free GivePlus
Church app today!

Memorial Day Invitation
The Wasson Family would like to invite you to a Memorial Day Picnic at the home of Jim and Teresa Wasson on Monday, May 25,
beginning at 12:00 noon with a carry-in meal. Meat and table service will be provided. Come enjoy a day in the country with various
activities including volleyball and swimming. Bring lawn chairs.
Please sign up on the sheet posted outside the office by May 20.
*This invitation is subject to the circumstances surrounding Covid
19 and the orders of our government.

Don’t miss out on updates or announcements.
Like the UCC Facebook page today!

inspire you to pause for a moment and pray for this missionary family – for their safety, for their provision, and for their continued
effectiveness in winning souls to Jesus.
All For Jesus,
Steve

Michael McDonough
Children’s Minister

Andrew Cullen
Associate/Youth Minister
Is it just me or does it feel like all of this just began? I know what you
are thinking. “Andrew, how can you say that? More than six weeks
have passed since we were asked to stay home! Each day has felt like a
thousand years!” Maybe the time has passed quickly because I have so
much I am looking forward to. Kayla and I are getting married! The
summer months are approaching which means endless outdoor
activities! The new normal is paving new roads for connection, service,
and discipleship! Plus, I made the final sprint and completed my Master of Strategic Ministry
through Johnson University on April 22!
X-Factor finished Season 1 of The Chosen. (Side note: If you are interested in watching it,
you can stream it online or through the app for free. I would highly recommend watching it.)
We have had weekly Zoom calls to catch up and talk about each episode. Some of our
students have been using Marco Polo. It is new, but it is fun. I am encouraged by how
families are doing Bible studies, praying, and watching sermons together. I like the new
normal we are creating.
I happened upon a sermon by Steven Furtick, a pastor I do not typically listen to, and he
expanded my perspective in one minute. People are saying, “I just can’t wait until things get
back to normal.” Furtick responded, “Why do we assume normal is back there? What if
normal is something to look forward to.” Are we like the Israelites after God led them out of
Egypt? The Israelites’ downfall was that they kept looking back at the places they had been.
They grieved leaving Egypt when they were being guided to the Promise Land. They
complained of sojourning in the wilderness wishing they were suffering as oppressed slaves.
Normal is not always good. We like normal because the familiar makes us feel secure.
However, we cannot confuse living in the familiar and living with faith. The familiar may
make us less anxious, but that does no mean we have faith. The greatest evidence of faith is
trust in God when everything else is shaking. After calming the storm, Jesus asked the
disciples, “Where is your faith?” (Mark 4:40) They lost faith because they no longer felt
secure.
One of my highlights has been watching John Krasinski’s new YouTube channel, SGN,
which stands for “Some Good News.” His setup is simple. He films on his iPhone. He has a
handmade sign sporting his logo. And yet, in his first week, he exceeded 1 million
subscribers. Now just four weeks in, he has over 2 million subscribers. Nearly 10x that many
people watch his 20-minute videos each week. Why? John gives people faith. He ends every
episode, “I’m John Krasinski, this is SGN, asking you to remember no matter how dark things
get there is always good in
the world.”
Fear focuses on the bad.
Faith focuses on the good.
Can we not be afraid of what
is going to come? Can we
have faith in Jesus who
promised to come again and
eradicate all that is bad?
Remember: no matter how
dark things get, God is always
working good in the world.

Coming Up in the Children’s Ministry:
I will be dropping off another ‘project’ for families to complete
soon. This will be something that the entire family can work together on.
When Power Station resumes meeting at the church, we will
continue to collect offering during Power Station. The money will go
to buy toys for Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis for kids that
are in the hospital.
God Sightings:
I have been encouraged by the response to the “Beyond Easter Baskets” that I gave out
to the families. I loved seeing the pictures/videos that I received every day.
May Focus:
Since they will not be having “The Greatest Spectacle in Racing” (Indy 500) until August,
I am declaring May to be “The Memory Race”. This will be a race that will last the
whole month of May. The challenge for this race is to memorize different Scriptures
from the Bible. I will give you a guide to help you out with some Scriptures to
memorize, but the child can pick any Scripture from the Bible to memorize. For every 3
Scriptures the child learns, they will earn a free kid’s meal from a local restaurant. If the
child completes 3 cards during the month of May (9 verses total), then the child will win
a $5 gift card from me! So start your engines, the race is about ready to begin!
Update for camp: I want to encourage you to still sign up your child/grandchild for
summer camp. As of right now, they are still planning on having camp. Check out
www.thearkcm.org for details and updates about camp. This also includes information
about the deposit, and what they are planning on doing for the summer.
As I mentioned before, the church believes in camp for the kids so much that we are
willing to pay for up to 50% of the camp fee. If you need help with the rest of the fee,
please contact Michael. If you need the discount code for the church, please contact
Michael as well.
If you have any questions about what is going on with the kids, please contact Michael
@ (765) 516-3532 or at michael@universitychristianchurch.com
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Anniversaries
May 9
May 12
May 18
May 21
May 23
May 26
May 30

Dick & Fran Perkins
John & Donna Burton
Zac & Trisha Green
Joe & Karen Spahr
Dave & Carol Deiwert
Robert & Laci Carroll
Terry & Teresa Orcutt

Sun

Stephanie Holcomb
Chase Green
Rachel Grile
Rick Raines
Sarah Lambert
Karen Spahr
Dane Carroll
Harmony Stultz
Eldon Evans
Jessie Borders
Eric Scholer
Tamzyn Osborn
Keith Bousman
Sam Neese
Beth Martin
Joey Coston
Connie Vester
Hayden Poore
Sharon VanTassel
Ron Flack
Matt Wise
Bob Hadsell
Noah Coston
Joshua Soules
Malarie Lacey
Bethany Melton
Heather Burns
Pat Williams
Lucas Coston
Pam Huddleston
Becky Powers
Mitch Burke
Dick Perkins
Kenny Maxwell
Angie Roberts
Lillian Toppin

Tue

Wed

Thu

Please be advised that the following activities are subject to
change. Please continue to stay updated by following us on
Facebook, checking our website, and subscribing to our prayer
chain and newsletter email lists.

Birthdays
May 1
May 1
May 2
May 2
May 3
May 3
May 4
May 5
May 6
May 7
May 7
May 7
May 9
May 9
May 11
May 12
May 12
May 16
May 17
May 18
May 18
May 19
May 19
May 22
May 22
May 22
May 23
May 23
May 25
May 27
May 29
May 29
May 30
May 30
May 30
May 31

Mon

3

4

10 Mother’s Day 11

5

12

6 Ladies Bible

7 National Day

Study 10am

of Prayer
Kitchen Cleaning
10 am
Woman’s Journey 6pm

13 Ladies Bible

14

Fri
1 BSF 5:15-8am

2 LC reserved—

(KZ)

Cullen

8

9

15

16 Reach York-

Study 10am

17

24

31

18

19 REACH board 20 Ladies Bible

Journeymen 6pm

mtg 7pm(library) Study 10am
Full Praise Team
7pm

25 Memorial Day— 26

27 Ladies Bible

Offices Closed

Study 10am

Sat

town 9-11am

21

22

23

28

29

30

