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Going it Alone… (Really?) 

     “When the people saw that Moses was so long in 
coming down from the mountain, they gathered 
around Aaron and said, ‘Come, make us gods who will 
go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us 
up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to 
him.’” (Exodus 32:1) 

     Moses, the people’s leader, was not present; and 
like Eve alone in Eden without Adam, the children of 
God started going sideways. In spite of thunder and 
lightning on the mountain, the people were tired of 
waiting. They came to Aaron with a strange demand, 
“Come, make us gods who will go before us.” They 
seemed to have a destination in mind. We can only 
guess but it must have been the Promised Land. They 
intended to go on without the God who had delivered 
them out of Egypt.  

     Down through the ages, many have struggled with 
this same problem. We are walking along with the Lord, 

when suddenly we cannot see Him anymore. So we 
simply replace His guidance with our own energy,    
making decisions in our own flesh. That is what was 
happening in the 1st-century church, which Paul wrote 
about in Galatians. 

     “You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you?  
Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed 
as crucified. I would like to learn just one thing from 
you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, 
or by believing what you heard? Are you so foolish? 
After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now  
trying to finish by means of the flesh?”  
(Galatians 3:1–3) 

     They were substituting a vital, living relationship with 
the real God for “religious” actions. We need to be 
careful to avoid trusting our own “wisdom” instead of 
seeking the wisdom of God. 
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Wednesdays at UCC 
Hugs           eat           involved           teens           grow          social 

Discover         Learn           Refresh          kids           serve          energy 

Come and Be Fed. every Wednesday. Meal at 5:45pm. Classes for all ages at 6:30pm.  



Weekly at UCC 

Senior Singles—Sundays for lunch 

(Pizza King, Arby’s, Wendy’s, Burger King, and White River Cafe) 

X-Factor—Sundays @5:30pm 

Charged Up—Sundays @5:45pm 

Home Fellowship Groups—Sundays @6pm 

Zumba/Refit Dance & Fitness—Mondays @6pm 

Ladies Bible Study—Wednesdays @10am 

Come and Be Fed—Wednesdays @5:45pm 
 

This Month at UCC 

Men’s Lunch (at Buffalo Wild Wings)—March 3 @11:30am 

Kitchen Cleaning—March 5 @10am 

A Woman’s Journey—March 5 @6pm 

Daylight Savings—March 8 @2am 

Worship Team Meeting—March 8 @12pm 

Children’s Ministry Meeting—March 9 @6pm 

Elders’ Meeting—March 12 @7am 

Leadership Summit—March 13-14 

Journeymen —March 16 @6pm 

Full Praise Team—March 18 @7:30pm 

Outreach—March 19 @6:30pm 

REACH Yorktown—March 21 @9am 

Impact Greeter Training—March 22 @9:15am 

Senior Saints—March, TBA 

1. Douglas Cassel, transfer 

2. Drucilla Carter, transfer 

3. Les & Laurie Barnett, transfer 

Reach Yorktown 

UCC has been asked to help with the REACH Yorktown Food       

Distribution on March 16 from 9-11am. Please let Karen Spahr 

know if you are available to help.  

New Members 

Daylight Savings 

Remember to spring your clocks forward one hour for Daylight  

Savings Time on Sunday, March 8.  

Custodial Position 

The Elders are pleased to announce the hiring of Jennifer Poore as 

UCC’s Custodian. We welcome Jennifer to our staff and thank her 

for stepping up to serve as our interim and now accepting our offer 

to continue. 

“judge no 
one. just   
improve 
yourself.” 

Donations 

Donation totes for approved ministries have been moved around 

the corner from the nursery (ED-106). Please be sure that other 

donations that do not have baskets are given directly to the       

individual or group requesting the items. Thank you! 

Softball Season 

Softball season will begin soon. If you are interested in playing on 

either the co-ed and/or men’s team  please sign up on the bulletin 

board outside the office. If you have questions please contact Zac 

Green via cell at 260-726-0605.  
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OCC Needs 

For each empty one pound size peanut butter jar donated from 

now until  November, volunteers will add a toy/useful item for the 

child who receives a shoebox through Operation Christmas Child. 

The jar in the hands of a child could hold a cup of cold drinking  

water. Other donated items needed for homemade crafts are    

cereal boxes for puzzles and the wiped out box’s waxed lining for 

taggies. Donated items can be placed in the appropriate tote in    

ED-106. If you are interested in home sewing projects or wooden 

ring toss games, please see Jane Johnson. 

A Note from Steve 
     I recently asked a group of people, “What is the most important part of the worship service?” I got a number of        

responses.  Some said communion.  Others thought it was the praise time.  Someone answered that the Call to Worship set 

the tone for everything else.  A few said it was the sermon.  Someone else thought it was the invitation.  For some strange 

reason, no one suggested it was the offering!  But the truth is, EVERY aspect of the worship service is important (yes, even 

the offering!).  Every part of the service is intended for us to inspire both Christians and non-Christians to recognize God’s 

presence, celebrate His grace, worship His greatness, listen to His voice, respond to His Word, and experience His love.   

     But there is one aspect of the service where we haven’t seen the kind of tangible  impact we have hoped for on a week in – week out 

basis, and that is the invitation time.  It is very uncommon for someone to step forward at the invitation based on something they heard or 

experienced during the service.  Most who come forward in the service have prearranged to do so before the service has begun.  One     

reason for this is that people today are more cautious about making a commitment of any kind and are not apt to spontaneously respond to 

the invitation.  A second reason is that it simply isn’t the culture of our congregation – it’s not what we’re used to.  In some churches,   

members come forward every week to ask for prayer in some area of their life, but that has never been the norm in our service.  Then a 

third reason people may be reluctant to respond to the invitation is because it requires them to overcome what is the greatest fear most 

people have – speaking in public.  We are in essence saying, “We want you to be baptized or to join our church, but to do it you have to 

come up in front of a room full of strangers and vulnerably expose the deepest part of your heart in front of us all.”  I am convinced that on 

many occasions people WANTED to respond to the invitation, but they just couldn’t overcome that fear in the spur of the moment. 

     So to respond to these obstacles, we will be changing the way we offer the invitation in our worship 

service.  Instead of asking folks to come forward, I will be inviting them to quietly make their way to the 

“Next Steps” room (one of the classrooms on the side of the life center that will have a sign over the door) where someone will be waiting 

to answer questions, pray with them, and help them take whatever “Next Step” God has laid on their heart to take at this time.  Or if any-

one would just like prayer about something going on in their life, someone is waiting in the Next Steps room to pray with them as well. 

     Those who have prearranged to be baptized that morning will not come forward at the invitation but will have been instructed to make 

their way to the robing room after the invitation and while the congregation is preparing for communion.  Their confession of faith will be 

taken in the baptistery after communion, just before they are immersed.  Those who have prearranged to join the church will have been 

instructed to come forward after the offering.  I will introduce them and take their confession of faith at that time, just before the            

announcements and closing prayer. 

     There are three ways you can help make this a success.  First pray for this new approach to be effective.  Second, please do not hesitate 

to walk over to the Next Steps room to ask for prayer.  For instance, if you write down a prayer request on your connection card, go ahead 

and let someone in the Next Steps room be the first to pray about that for you.  And third, please don’t hesitate to go to the Next Steps 

room and share with someone there whatever next step you feel you need to take in your walk with Christ.  This will give you someone to 

pray for you and encourage you, and it will help you follow through and take that next step.  It will also help us change the culture of our 

church to one where it is perfectly normal to step over and pray with someone at this point in the service. 

     If you have any questions about this new approach, please let me know.  Let’s pray that many more lives will respond to the promptings 

of the Holy Spirit as a result of this change. 

All For Jesus, 

Steve 

Home Fellowship Groups 
Sundays at 6pm 

Your Hosts: 

 Don & Debbie Carpenter 

 Sarah Lambert 

 Mike & Kelly Green 

 Dave & Carol Deiwert. 

X-Factor, for teens, and Charged 

Up, the children’s Sunday evening 

program, is available for those 

who participate in Home  

Fellowship Groups. You may       

drop your children off at 5:45pm          

and pick up promptly after                        

Home Fellowship Groups.  

Pick up a map and address at the Welcome Center.  



     Winter is nearly over and spring is lurking around the corner. Don’t 
hate me, but I enjoy the cold months of the year. I enjoy the snow, 
watching movies in the evening curled up in a blanket, eating hot food, 
wearing warm clothes, and, of course, the abundance of holidays and 
family celebrations. My main objection is the absence of the sun. The 
days when I have the most energy and the best attitude are typically 
sunny days. 

     CIY Believe was fantastic! We had three middle school students join us for the first time! 
We stayed two nights at my parent’s house and worshiped Sunday morning at Southeast 
Christian Church. Between McAlister’s Deli, Bob Evans, and my parent’s cooking, we were 
well fed. We spent an hour after conference walking across the walking bridge from Ken-
tucky to Indiana (where the pictures below were taken). Even the wind and slight drizzle 
didn’t stop us! 
     The theme of Believe was contact. We make contact with God when we pray. I loved how 
they connected folding our hands with contacting God. We are taught from a young age to 
fold our hands, close our eyes, and bow our heads in order to pray. The simple act of making 
our hands contact each other is a picture of us making contact with God through prayer. 
     Our students took detailed notes in their journals, worshiped God with sincerity,       
maintained positive attitudes without complaining, and showed maturity in how they      
evaluated the weekend experience. Sometimes I wonder if the leaders get more out these 
experiences than the students because, although our bodies were exhausted, our hearts 
were encouraged! Ministry can be very rewarding. 
     Do you remember the guests our teens were ready to welcome? Well they came! I am so 
proud of how our youth family welcomed them into our circle. My greatest joy is seeing 
others grow. That’s why I do what I do.  
     “He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that 
we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all 
the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.” (Colossians 1:28-29) 
     I will be leaving in a few weeks to fly to Israel with Johnson University. It is an               
understatement to say that I am excited! The further I progress in the program and the 
more I am learning about the church and ministry, the more I am eager to see where the 
church and ministry began. Please pray for me. I do not want to take this opportunity for 
granted. I want to return as a different person... hopefully you all will still like me. 

Coming Up in the Children’s Ministry: 

March 9th: Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6pm (Power  
Station area). 

For February and March, the offering that we collect during Power 
Station will go to buy toys for Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis 
for kids that are in the hospital. 

God Sightings: 
We had a wonderful time with the families for our “Mystery Dinner” on 
February 15th. Thank you to all who helped during the dinner, and for 
the families who stayed afterwards to set up chairs for Sunday morning 
service.  
For the months of December and January, the kids brought in money 
for offering to go to toys for kids that are in the hospital at Peyton Manning Children’s    
Hospital in Indianapolis. On February 19th, we took a lot of the kids to Dollar Tree to buy the 
toys. We had a fun time, but more importantly we will be able to make a child’s day while 
they are in the hospital.  

March Focus: 

Spring is coming. Find ways this month to do some ‘spring cleaning’. 

Here are some examples of things to do… 

 Have the kids pick some toys/clothes that they do not play with/wear anymore and    
donate them to Muncie Mission. I realize that this can be a difficult project (even in my 
own family), but make it a fun ‘event’. Celebrate however small a choice your child 
makes with this. Reassure them that another child will get to play with/wear something 
that they loved so much. 

 This can be a good time to teach your kids some basic skills that they will need later on in 
life. For younger children, start with sweeping a small area or picking up sticks in the 
yard. For older children, teach them how to do laundry, wash dishes, etc. 

 As the parent, set an example to your child by giving up something you do not need   
anymore. 

 Look at the movies you watch, games you play, books you read, etc. Are these things 
helping your child’s growth and     
developing their spiritual life, or are 
these things hindering their growth? 

 Look at the family’s weekly schedule. 
Make sure that you are all not too 
‘busy’ to spend quality time together 
as a family. If you do not have the 
time, make some changes in the 
schedule. 

If you have any questions about what is 
going on with the kids, please  contact 
Michael @ (765) 516-3532 or at  

Andrew Cullen  
Associate/Youth Minister 

Michael McDonough 
Children’s Minister 

Mystery Dinner 2020 Shopping for          
Peyton Manning   

Children’s Hospital 



March 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Senior Singles 
LC reserved—Cook 
1:30-4:30pm 
X-Factor 5:30-8 pm 
Charged up 5:45 
Home Fellowship 
Groups 6-7:30pm 

2 Zumba/Refit 
Dance Fitness 
6-7pm 

3 Men’s Lunch 
11:30am 

4 Ladies Bible 
Study 10am 
Come & Be Fed 
5:45pm 

5 Kitchen Clean-
ing 10 am 
Woman’s Jour-
ney 6pm 

6 7 

8 Daylight Savings 
Senior Singles 
Worship Mtg 12pm 
X-Factor 5:30-8 pm 
Charged up 5:45 
Home Fellowship 
Groups 6-7:30pm 

9 Children’s Min-
istry Mtg 6pm 

Zumba/Refit 
Dance Fitness 
6-7pm 
 

10 11 LC reserved 
for ICOM 
meeting 7-11am 
Ladies Bible 
Study 10am 
Come & Be Fed 
5:45pm 

12 Elder’s 
Meeting 7am 

13 Leadership 
Summit (van 
reserved) 

14 Leadership 
Summit (van 
reserved) 
BSF 5:15-8am 
(KZ) 

15 Senior Singles 
X-Factor 5:30-8 pm 
Charged up 5:45 
Home Fellowship 
Groups 6-7:30pm 

16  
Journeymen 
6pm 
Zumba/Refit 
Dance Fitness 
6-7pm (KZ) 

17 REACH board 
mtg 7pm(library) 

18 Ladies Bible 
Study 10am 
Come & Be Fed 
5:45pm 
Full Praise Team 
7:30pm 

19 Outreach 
Mtg 6:30pm 

20 21 Reach York-
town 9-11am 
(UCC) 

22 Impact Greeter 
training 9:15am  
Senior Singles 
 

23 Zumba/Refit 
Dance Fitness 
6-7pm 

 

24 25 Ladies Bible 
Study 10am 

 

26 27 28 

29 Senior Singles 
X-Factor 5:30-8 pm 
Charged up 5:45 
Home Fellowship 
Groups 6-7:30pm 

30 Zumba/Refit 
Dance Fitness 
6-7pm 

 
 

31     

Birthdays 

Mar. 8    Linda Phelps 
Mar. 9 Donna Foster 
Mar. 10  Charley Gerber 
Mar. 10  Randy Glassburn 
Mar. 11 Janie Soules 
Mar. 14  Erma Unger 
Mar. 16   Jennifer Evans 
Mar. 19   Ophelia Stultz 
Mar. 21   Rob Tyler 
Mar. 21   Missy Eason 
Mar. 25   Rick Sexton 
Mar. 25   Debbie Raines 
Mar. 25 Rick Sexton 
Mar. 26 Mary Gutierrez 
Mar. 26 Courtney Hill 
Mar. 26   Simon Neese 
Mar. 27   Keith Pursifull 
Mar. 27   Madyson Cox 
Mar. 29   Carl Siler 
Mar. 29 Alisha Sue 
Mar. 30   Benje Dickey 
Mar. 31   Kelly Green 
 

Anniversaries 

Mar. 10  James & Nancy Criss 
Mar. 17  Bob & Janet Shipley 
Mar. 19  Wally & Nancy Draper  
Mar. 20  Shane & Jennifer Poore 


