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Listening to the Lord
By John Burton
Father’s Day Reflection
On June 24, we will celebrate Father’s Day. I loved
my father and as a child I was always seeking my
father’s approval. Even though my father passed away
6 years ago, I still find myself saying, “boy, dad would
have loved this,” or “dad would really be proud of that.”
But the simple truth is that since I gave my life to Jesus,
I have worked much harder on seeking my heavenly
Father’s approval than I ever did while seeking my
earthly father’s approval. While I greatly miss my
earthly father and would love, just one more time, to be
able to sit on the bank and fish with him while we
chatted about life, I know that those days have passed.
I do have the opportunity every second of every day
to communicate with my Heavenly Father through

prayer and study of the scriptures. I can do this
anywhere; on the bank of a lake, while driving my car,
or while I work on a project around the house.
1 Thessalonians 5: 16 – 18 tells us to, “Rejoice
evermore. Pray without ceasing. In everything give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.”
One more thought concerning Father’s Day. We
don’t just celebrate our Heavenly Father one day a year;
we celebrate him 365 days a year. If you still have the
opportunity, might I suggest you celebrate your earthly
father (and mother) every day as well?

We are worshipping in person again! Praise the Lord! See article inside this newsletter for more information on how we are taking
appropriate precautions against Covid-19. You may also continue to worship with us online if you are not ready to join us in person.

We want to make sure you are getting the most
updated information. Don’t miss out on updates
and announcements like the UCC Facebook page
today!
No Facebook, No Problem

Coming in July

There are some brothers in the Bible I believe we can all learn a lesson from. These brothers aren’t well
known, and I’m guessing many reading this aren’t familiar with them at all. Their names are Jabel, Jubal, and
Tubal-cain. When I was in college and first learned about these guys I jokingly vowed that if I had triplets that’s
what I’d name them. Something tells me Pam would have never gone for that!

Sunday Service

Here’s what the Bible tells us about these brothers: “Adah gave birth to Jabel, who was the first of those who raise livestock
and live in tents. His brother’s name was Jubal, the first of those who play the harp and flute. Lamech’s other wife, Zillah, gave
birth to a son named Tubal-cain. He became an expert in forging tools of bronze and iron. Tubal-cain had a sister named
Naamah” (Genesis 5:20-22).

Sunday services look a little different but we want you to know we
are doing our best to make it safe and meaningful. If you plan to
attend the 9am or the 10:30am service please be sure to register
yourself or you and your family by going to our Eventbrite page and
signing up for the service of your choice. You can locate the
Eventbrite page by going to “Events” on our Facebook page or
clicking on the link on our website. If you have any questions or
need help registering please contact Laci.

we don’t want you to be bummed that yet another thing is
canceled. Keep a look out for how this years VBS will be a little
different!
Ladies Bible Study

Give+ Mobile App
Did you know we offer an electronic option for making your tithes
and offerings? Take the work out of giving! Vanco Payment
Solutions’ Give+ mobile gives the power of smartphone giving
directly into your hands. In a few quick steps you can make gifts
and tithes through your smartphone. Download the free GivePlus
Church app today!
Youth Kingdom Work Week
On June 14, larger gatherings are allowed and many businesses
and venues will be open as we slowly reopen. In light of this,
Andrew has decided to combine the mission trip and CIY Move
(https://new.ciy.com/move) for a week of kingdom work and
learning. Added will also be Mix (https://new.ciy.com/mix), which
is like Move but for middle school students. Monday-Friday, June
22-26, they will do kingdom work in the morning and early
afternoon, have some free time in the late afternoon, and then
live stream the CIY Move and Mix sessions (worship and lessons)
in the evening. In other words, they will share life together for five
days, impact our community, and grow as disciples and
disciple-makers. Please pray for these students, Andrew, and his
great group of volunteers.

I have four big brothers who have had a tremendous influence on my life. I’ll credit Dave for helping develop
my sense of humor, Mark with helping me discover my call to ministry, Wayne with leading me to love sports,
and Paul for being an example to me of kindness and generosity. I won’t give any of them credit for my
incredible good looks!

If you don’t have Facebook please be sure you are signed up to
receive our prayer chain email and/or our newsletter email. Contact
Laci to get signed up today!

Kids, VBS is not canceled! VBS is such an exciting event for you and

The Wednesday Ladies Bible Study, which meets at 10am, will not
resume their study until July 8th. We hope at that time things will
look better and there will be less chance of spreading the virus.

A Note from Steve

Operation Christmas Child
Right now, it’s hard to visualize the National Collection Week for
Operation Christmas Child in November while we are home bound
with Covid 19. The local OCC team at UCC usually have made a lot of
homemade items by this time to pack in the shoeboxes. We are
behind schedule, but with God’s help we can achieve great things.
During the months of June and July we would like volunteers to
establish “At Home Craft nights”. If you can cut, sew (hand and
machine), glue, tie no-sew items, please contact Netha Wyman or
Jane Johnson for patterns and materials (see above photos). The
shoe boxes for the older boys will need wooden toys or games. We
encourage those with a workshop in their garage to establish an “At
Home Craft Night.” Continue to pray for Samaritan’s Purse and
Operation Christmas Child because Covid 19 has touched their
ministries. If you cleaned out your closets to find items to donate to
the OCC rummage sale, we will announce the date within a few
months. Please keep your donations at home until that time.

This Month at UCC
Women’s Journey*—June 4 @6pm
Family Trunk Bingo—June 13
Father’s day—June 21
Youth Kingdom Work Week—June 22-26
*location/zoom to be determined

What I find interesting about these brothers is that they were descendants of
Cain, the first murderer who killed his brother, Abel. God banished Cain and made
him a homeless wanderer on the earth. Cain must have thought nothing good could
ever come from his life, but he was wrong. Although the Bible doesn’t record any
personal accomplishments of Cain himself, it does record the contribution his
descendants made on the world. One introduced the profession of raising livestock.
In other words, we can thank Jabel for those juicy, delicious steaks we eat! Another
descendant, Jubal, gave us the gift of instrumental music. Then a third descendant,
Tubal-cain, was the father of industry.
I find their contribution to the world notable for this reason: Some people make poor choices that can really mess up their
lives, and at times it may seem like their situation is unredeemable. Even if God can forgive them, they believe he can never
use them again. Family has disowned them; friends have abandoned them; society has forever labeled and rejected them;
maybe no one will even hire them, all because of the sin in their past. So it’s easy to understand why they might feel rather
worthless, or like they don’t have anything to contribute to the world. But that would be wrong.
God has shown us over and over in Scripture how he can redeem sinners and lead failures to experience great success. In
fact, God specializes in it! Just ask Moses the murderer, Rahab the prostitute, David the adulterer, or Saul the persecutor of
Christians. And even though we don’t know what Cain himself did with the rest of his life, we do know that God used him to
bear offspring through whom great things would come.
I don’t know what mistakes of your past are haunting you, or how others now treat you because of those mistakes. But I do
know that God hasn’t given up on you. He still loves you. He still has a plan to bless and use your life for good. Satan wants
you parked in the valley of regret, but God wants you to climb with Him up the mountain of redemption. So take a lesson from
these three brothers – You would be surprised what God can do through you, or through your descendants, when you stop
parking and pouting, and when you start climbing and committing your future to God.
All For Jesus,
Steve

Michael McDonough
Children’s Minister

Andrew Cullen
Associate/Youth Minister
The last couple months have been marked by highs and lows. Not
seeing you all has been difficult. I am longing to spend time with the
teens without social distancing. I may be a more social person than I
thought. On the other hand (my left hand to be exact) I got married on
May 2! Kayla and I are so thankful for the amazing drive-by-reception
you all gave us. It was a highlight that we would not trade for a
“normal” wedding. We felt so loved.
How do I answer the question, “How is married life?” Uncharted, unrivaled, unreal?
Marriage is amazing! I am thankful to be married. Staying at home is more fun and joyful
when you are with someone else. I understand why God made Eve for Adam. I am thankful
to be married to Kayla. I married her because I thought I loved her as much as I possibly
could. She has proved me wrong. I love her more now than I ever have. Our first month has
been marked by joyful laughs, romantic dinners, long walks, comedy movies, and plumbing
blunders. (If you haven’t heard my plumbing failure, listen to my sermon from this past
Sunday.)
Summer is my favorite season of ministry. Taking the teens on weeklong trips and seeing
God grow the seeds the youth leaders have been planting all year long is inspiring. Especially
in light of the amazing summer we had last year, we were all looking forward with eager
anticipation to this summer. But…
The teens are disappointed. I am disappointed. However, I have seen God’s faithfulness
too many times to think that this summer is going to be a disappointment. It will be
different, but it will not be a disappointment.
In just a few weeks, we are having our first Kingdom Work Week! June 22-26, the youth
group will do kingdom work in the morning and early afternoon, have some free time in the
late afternoon, and then live stream the CIY Move and Mix sessions (worship and Bible
lessons) in the evening. Like last year, we will share life together for a week, impact our
community by serving with the love of Jesus, and grow as disciples and disciple-makers.
Rather than traveling to another part of the country, God has assigned us to do kingdom
work here in Delaware County. *
I am thankful as I look behind and I am hopeful as I look ahead. This is going to be a great
summer and one we will never forget. It is an opportunity to grow in ways we have never
grown before. Let us not give up for we will see the fruit of our faithfulness (Gal 6:9).

Coming Up in the Children’s Ministry:

*If you or anybody you know needs help with projects (June 22-26), please email or call me.

As I mentioned before, the church believes in camp for the kids so much that we are willing
to pay for up to 50% of the camp fee. If you need help with the rest of the fee or if you need
the discount code please contact Michael for that information.

When we get back to worshipping together at the church, we will
continue to collect offering during Power Station. The money will go to
buy toys for Riley Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis for kids that are in
the hospital.
God Sightings:
I love seeing the pictures and answers to the clues to the “Super Spies”
puzzle that I dropped off at your houses. I am extending the deadline to
June 14th to complete the puzzle. If you are able to tell me the phrase
by the deadline, then the kid(s) will get to pick $5 gift card of their
choice. If you need another clue or help, just call, text, or email Michael
for help.
June Focus:
I am going to extend “The Memory Race” until June 14th as well. The challenge for this race
is to memorize different Scriptures from the Bible. I gave you a guide to help you out with
some Scriptures to memorize, but the child can pick any Scripture from the Bible to
memorize. For every 3 Scriptures the child learns, they will earn a free kid’s meal from a
local restaurant. If the child completes 3 cards by June 14th, then the child will win a $5 gift
card of their choice from me!
Mark your calendar for Saturday, June 13, 11am. We will be having a “Family Trunk
Bingo” (with social distancing) in the church parking lot. There will be prizes to win,
including the grand prize of a 10 game pass to Boulder Falls Putt-Putt in Muncie! Be looking
for an invitation coming soon to your home!
Update for camp:
I want to encourage you to still sign up your child/grandchild for summer camp. The camp
has updated their summer schedule, and they are still planning on having camp. Check out
www.thearkcm.org for details and updates about camp. This also includes information
about the deposit, and what they are planning on doing for the summer.

If you have any questions about what is going on
with the kids, please contact Michael at
(765) 516-3532 or at
michael@universitychristianchurch.com

Pictured right, Ryan and Caleb Grile enjoy the
Praise Packs Michael put together for the children
to have during Sunday Worship Services.
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5

Journey 6pm *

7

8

9

10

11

Sat
6 LC reserved—
Johnson 1-4pm

12

13 Family Trunk
Bingo 11am

14

15 ECHS camp

16 ECHS camp

17 ECHS camp

18 ECHS camp

19 ECHS camp

20 Reach York-

9am-4pm

9am-4pm

9am-4pm

9am-4pm

9am-4pm

town 9-11am

23

24

25

26 LC reserved

21 Father’s Day 22

Kingdom Work Week June 23-28 (van reserved)

28

29

30

27 LC reservedCarter/Cassel
Carter/Cassel
rehearsal 4-7pm wedding 12:305pm

Anniversaries
June 2 Wayne & Kelly Grile
June 5 Irving & Tina Davis
June 6 Steve & Pam Huddleston
June 14 Jim & Teresa Wasson
June 19 Jeremy & Dawn Patterson
June 22 Terry & Becky Powers
June 25 Mike & Kelly Green
June 25 Michael & Kelly McDonough
June 26 Daryl & Linda Morrical
Birthdays
June 4 Andrew Cullen
June 5 Debbie Borders
June 6 Jane Johnson
June 6 Paula Hensell
June 6 Irving Davis
June 6 Alexis Riley Cooper
June 7 Joyce Taylor
June 9 Elizabeth McDonough
June 12 Tyler Brumley
June 12 Liz Williams
June 14 Hannah Spahr
June 15 Sylas Cooper
June 17 Kevin Cole
June 18 Rhonda Murphy
June 19 Mark Kimbrough
June 21 Amanda Bunch
June 22 Korey Cook
June 22 Vincent Patterson
June 22 Debra Carpenter
June 25 Bud Evans
June 26 Mary Ann Sue
June 29 Juanita Durham
June 29 Mike Sue
June 29 Mark Stultz
June 30 Zac Green

