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Our Ministry 

We are seeing bitterness in our society today like never before, 

since I have been born.  But bitterness has been around almost 

since the creation of the world.  Cain was bitter when he killed 

Able.  Bitterness is created by perceived or real loss, injustice, and       

betrayal.  Proverbs 14:10 teaches that each heart knows their 

bitterness.  Hebrews 12:15 calls bitterness a root that causes    

troubles and defiles many. 

Forgiveness, justice, love,  humility, and peace  are the answers to 

bitterness. 

There are three major reasons why it is difficult to forgive -- think 

of the ABC’s.  Forgiveness is: 

 Against human nature.  Leviticus 19:18 teaches not to seek 

 revenge or bear a grudge.   

 Believing lies about forgiveness makes forgiveness         

 difficult. 

Continual reminder of the hurt and pain, keep the 

thoughts of the loss, injustice, and betrayal in your head. 

God has given all Christians the ministry of forgiveness and         

reconciliation.  Paul wrote, “So from now on we regard no one 

from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in 

this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he 

is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the 

world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. 

And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We 

are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his 

appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be            

reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for 

us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”       

2 Corinthians 5:16-21  

As Christians we need to teach what forgiveness is and how to do 

it.  We need to show forgiveness by our words and actions.  Jesus 

said we are “the light of the world”  (Matthew 5:14).  We need to 

show people that forgiveness blesses people physically,               

intellectually, emotionally, socially, and spiritually. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

We are worshipping in person again! Please be sure to register for the 9am or 10:30am service by going to our website, our Facebook 

page, or contacting the office.  Our 10:30am service will be Live on Facebook or you can catch the replay on the website. 



Weekly at UCC 

Ladies Bible Study—Wednesday @10am* 

*(beginning July 8) 
 

This Month at UCC 

Women’s Journey—July 2 @6pm 

Offices Closed—July 3 

Men’s Lunch at Buffalo Wild Wings - July 7 @11:30am 

Virtual VBS—July 12-16 

Elders Meeting—July 9 @7am 

REACH Yorktown Food Distribution—July 18 @9am 

Journeymen—July 20 @6pm 

Full Praise Team—July 22 @7pm 

Senior Saints (Triple Burger Pick-up)—July 23 @12pm-1pm 

First Choice for Women 

Kelly Green and Rachel Grile (pictured above) were able to raise 

$1,000 together for the First Choice for Women walk in May. Kelly 

and Rachel thank you all for your help in raising money for this    

organization and especially your prayers.  

REACH Yorktown Ministry 

UCC has been asked to help with the REACH Yorktown Food         

Distribution on July 18 from 9-11am. Please let Karen Spahr know if 

you are available to help.  

New Financial Secretary 

In April, Lynn Siler resigned as the UCC Financial Secretary. We 

thank Lynn for her many years of faithful, competent, and           

confidential work. The Elders have asked Carol Deiwert and she has 

accepted the offer to move from Assistant Financial Secretary to fill 

Lynn’s position, and Paula Ice has accepted the Elder’s offer to be 

the new Assistant Financial Secretary. Thanks to these two ladies 

for their willingness to step up to serve in these roles. 

UCC Cultural Impact Team 

Jesus has called every believer to be salt and light 

that impacts our culture for God’s kingdom (Mat. 

5:13-16).  It is difficult to do that, however, if we 

are not informed about the moral issues that are 

being debated in the public arena.  The UCC Cultural Impact Team 

(CIT) is here to help!  By simply signing up to be on our email     

distribution list, we will be able to inform you on issues related to 

morality and religious freedom, equip you as to how you might 

engage in these issues, alert you when prayer and action are    

needed, and mobilize you to make a positive impact for the greater 

good.  If you would like to be on this email distribution list, please 

contact Laci in the church office and ask to have your name added.  

Then at appropriate times we will send you information to pray 

about and act upon as the Lord leads you.  For those without email 

we will be happy to provide paper copies of the information we are 

sending out.  This is the CIT team’s first step, so we will provide 

other assistance to help you as we progress.  Don’t forget to      

contact Laci if you are ready to start receiving information! 

A Note from Steve 

   If there is one thing that should be obvious as you watch the news these days, it is the fact that our world needs Jesus!  

He is the answer to the stress and anxiety that comes from a pandemic.  He is the answer to racism and discrimination.  

Jesus is the answer to the violence and anarchy being demonstrated in our streets under the guise of justice.  In fact, no 

matter what the problem is, Jesus is the answer! “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest,” Jesus said.  “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls.   For my yoke is easy and my burden is light”  (Matthew 11:28-30). 

     Friends, you and I have the answer the world so desperately needs, so if we want to see 

things get better, we can’t just timidly keep the answer to ourselves.  We need to rise up 

with an uncommon love and with an unrestrained boldness to both show and tell others 

where the answer can be found.  The task may seem impossible, but it’s only impossible if 

you and I refuse to let the power and love of Jesus flow through our lives and into our cul-

ture.  There have been many powerful revivals in the world’s history, all of which seemed 

impossible until they happened.  I believe with all my heart that revival can happen and our 

world can heal, if only the church will BE the church. 

     July 19 through August 9 will be the annual “Be the Church” campaign at UCC.  This is where we challenge every member and attender to 

sign a pledge card indicating how you will go into our community during that month to “be the church” through some act of service, or 

through sharing your faith with a searching soul.  Of course, things are different this year with Covid-19 lurking around, but if we allow a 

virus to stop us from being the church, then our world IS doomed!  We may have to do some things differently, but I am confident that all of 

us can reach out and serve in the name of Jesus in some way.  Many of you are already out and about shopping, seeing friends, and doing 

other things despite the calls for social distancing, so it shouldn’t be difficult at all to find a way to show the love of Jesus to a world that is in 

such desperate need of it.  And even if you are high risk for Covid and haven’t set foot outside your home since March, even you can make 

phone calls, write letters, or in some other way BE the church.  Please be praying about how God would have you serve and witness, then 

be prepared to sign up starting July 19.  If you are still homebound by then, just contact the church office and let us know how you plan to 

be the church.  For those who are back in worship with us, we will once again be offering “Be the Church” t-shirts to all who sign up to     

participate in this campaign. 

     Now let me say a little more regarding your presence here in worship.  We have been clear that we want everyone to stay well and we 

understand those who haven’t felt safe getting out because they are high risk.  We have been providing online services, trusting that you 

are at least joining us that way.  But let’s be honest.  It’s much better than nothing, but it’s not the same.  We not only need to BE the 

church, but we need to physically gather AS the church whenever possible.  The Governor will soon be opening the state fully back up, 

which means that most of us should be able to gather again to worship the one who is the answer to all our struggles.  We will continue to 

take precautions, so you can be sure that attending worship is probably the SAFEST thing you could do outside your home.  With this in 

mind, I’m praying that many of you will be joining us back in worship in the next week or two.   Let’s BE the church, and let’s be together AS 

the church just as soon as we safely can.  Coming together is what prepares us and empowers us to go out into the community and make 

the kind of impact that will shake this world in a GOOD way! 

All For Jesus, 

Steve 



     Kingdom Work Week 2020 is in the past, but Kingdom Work 
Week 2021 is in the future! We had been praying together in the 
month leading up to last week, so we were expecting God to work 
in us and through us. But our expectations were exceeded! The  
response was unanimously in favor of sharing life and serving     
together again next year right here in Muncie.  
     Due to COVID-19, the ministries we served have been lacking 

volunteers. We worked alongside Muncie Mission, the Christian Campus House, and 
Blood ‘n’ Fire Ministries. We were able to help them get caught up and take a number 
of projects off their growing to-do lists. Our teens were so diligent that we finished the 
projects they had planned ahead of schedule. We also served some of our church   
members and cleaned up around the church building.  
Yes, we accomplished much, but the Holy Spirit accomplished even more.       
     What I love about serving others, whether it is here or overseas, is it transforms the 
person serving more than the person who is being served. One teen is surrendering to 
Jesus through baptism, another has greater clarity about the kingdom work God has set 
before them, and another has committed to vocational ministry. Our evenings of     
worship and prayer were highlights because in those moments I saw the fruit of the last 
two years of X-Factor.   
     Like mission trips, Kingdom Work Week opened our teens’ eyes to what missionary 
work looks like. We grew to understand how God can use us in our own community. 
We realized the joy that comes when we set aside our preferences and pick up God’s 
purpose. If discipleship is being with the teacher, then it is not surprising that we grow 
more when we serve, study, worship, and pray together than when we attend a Sunday 
service or youth group. 
     We are so thankful for the numerous adult volunteers who served us during the 
week by preparing food, driving to projects, cleaning the bathrooms, and playing      
instruments for worship. In fact, the adult volunteers were as excited as we were by 
seeing Christians mobilized. Thank you to all of you who prayed, donated, and           
supported us. I am very proud of the next generation of kingdom workers we are     
training and launching. Kingdom Work Week 2020 was simple, real, and powerful. 

     Due to the craziness of what has happened these past months 

with the Covid-19 pandemic, we will not have a traditional VBS this 

summer. However, this gives us the opportunity to try something 

new! Introducing the Faith Lab @ Home VBS! Families will be given 

the materials to have VBS at home. There will be videos for lessons, 

music, Scripture memory work, and each day there will be a cool 

science experiment to do together as a family!  

     July 12th-16th will be the official ‘dates’ of this at home VBS. You 

can participate in this every night at 6pm, knowing that other      

families are participating at the same time. If that does not work for your family on a 

particular night, you can do it whenever it fits your schedule. 

     I am excited about this opportunity for families to be a part of this Faith Lab @ 

Home VBS. It will be different than our previous VBS experiences, but this can also be a 

great way for families to live out these verses… 

     “The commandments I give you today must be in your hearts. Make sure your     

children learn them. Talk about them when you are at home. Talk about them when 

you walk along the road. Speak about them when you go to bed. And speak about them 

when you get up.” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7 NIRV) 

If you have any questions, please call, text, or email me.  

Michael 

(765) 516-3532 

michael@universitychristianchurch.com 

Andrew Cullen  

Associate/Youth Minister 

Michael McDonough 

Children’s Minister 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  2 Woman’s Jour-

ney 6pm 
3 Offices Closed 4 

5  6  7 Men’s Lunch 
11:30am 

8 Ladies Bible 
Study 10am 

9 Elder’s 
Meeting 7am 

10  11  

12  13  14 15 Ladies Bible 
Study 10am  
 

16 17 18 Reach York-
town 9-11am
(UCC) 

19  20 Journeymen 
6pm 
 

21 REACH board 
mtg 7pm
(library) 

22 Ladies Bible 
Study 10am  
Full Praise Team 
7pm 

23 Senior Saints 
Triple Burger 
Lunch pick up 12-
2pm 

24 25 

26  
 

27  28 29 Ladies Bible 
Study 10am  

30 31  

July 2020 
Birthdays 

July  1   Daryl Morrical 
July  4   Justin Melton 
July  7   Mary Sexton 
July  7   Dominic Brenner  
July  8   Allie Curts 
July  9   Carol Louis Lowe 
July  9   Carolyn Hadsell 
July  9   Teresa Wasson 
July  9   Jennifer Poore 
July 16  Jill Curts 
July 16  Adam Scholer 
July 17  Nancy Draper 
July 17  Dan Vannice 
July 17  Nate Tyler 
July 19  Fred Wyman  
July 19  Jeremy Patterson 
July 21  Sonja Rees 
July 21  Geri Dyke  
July 22  Jill Dickey 
July 24  Frank Scruggs 
July 24  Penny Warfel 
July 25  Amayah Bunch 
July 26  Betty Teegarden 
July 26  Dave Deiwert  
July 27  Patty Spahr 
July 27  Terry Brumley  
July 27  Gabriella Stultz 
July 28  Amaleia Bunch 
July 28  Destiny Smith 
July 28  Nathan Soules 
July 29  Jean Hurst 
July 29  Kristen Melton 
July 31  Sarah Stultz 
July 31  Abigayle Devendorf 
 

Anniversaries 
July 3     Doug  & Linda Phelps  
July 17   Frank & Bonnie Wehrly 
July 18   Shaun & Missy Eason 
July 18   Justin & Kristen Melton 
July 23   Mark & Sarah Stultz 
July 26   John & Lois Strouse  

Virtual VBS, July 12-16 


