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Listening to the Lord
By John Burton
Sometimes I think humor is a great way to not only
make us smile, but also to get us to pause for thought.
A few years ago, a series of billboards called ‘God
Speaks’ billboards popped up across the country. They
were very simply designed with a solid black
background and bold white letters. At the time I put
together a collection my favorites to share with my
students. Here are some of favorites - Hope you enjoy
them.
Tell the kids I love them. – God

Loved the wedding, now invite me into the marriage.
– God
That “Love thy neighbor” thing… I meant it. – God
I love you and you and you and you and…. – God
Will the road you are on get you to my place? – God
Big bang theory? …. You’ve got to be kidding!!! – God
My way is the highway. – God
You think it’s hot here? – God

Let’s meet at my house Sunday before the game. – God

Have you read my #1 best seller? There’ll be a test.
– God

What part of “Thou shalt not….” didn’t you understand?
– God

Don’t make me come down there!!! -- God

We need to talk. – God
Keep using my name in vain, I’ll make rush hour longer.
– God

Merry Christmas!

A Note from Steve

Sunday Services
We continue to have two in-person services; one at 9am and one at
10:30am (children’s programs available during 10:30am service
only). The 10:30am service will be Facebook Live and then will be
available on our website by the following Monday. If you plan to
attend one of our Sunday services, please be sure to register online
using by going to our website and clicking on the “Register for
Sunday Service” button.

Even though this is supposed to be a season of “Thanksgiving,” some may find it difficult to be truly
thankful after all the craziness and hardship that has hit us in 2020. We were so eager to begin a new
year and a new decade when all of a sudden – BOOM! – Covid-19 hit us, and shutdowns quarantined us,
and politics divided us, and social distancing separated us, maybe even keeping us apart from our loved
ones on Thanksgiving Day. But if you are still struggling with gratitude, even after all the turkey and
stuffing, if you will look at this past year a little differently, I believe you will find countless ways God has
blessed your life in 2020.

Website:
www.universitychristianchurch.com
Remember:


Doors open 10 minutes before service starts



Please respect others and practice social distancing



Masks are requested

 If you are showing symptoms or have been exposed to
someone who may have COVID please use caution when deciding
whether to come to church. It may be best for you and those in
attendance if you stay home until you are symptom-free.

Special Congregational Meeting
There will be a Special Congregational Meeting on December 6
immediately following the 9:00 am worship hour, and another,
identical meeting immediately following the 10:30 am worship
hour. The purpose of these meetings is to vote on a proposal to
purchase a refurbished 2005 Yamaha C-7 concert series piano to
replace our current piano which has developed a structural
problem. The cost of this purchase would be $29,900 (this piano
would cost approximately $135,000 new). We have been offered
$4,900 for our current piano on trade-in, and there will be a $400
fee to remove the current piano and install the newer piano,
bringing the total cost to $25,400. There is currently $3,000 in a
piano fund with another $4,000 allocated for this purpose in the
approved 2021 budget. The Stewardship Team and Elders are
proposing a special love offering be collected for this purpose on
Sunday, December 13 and that any remaining balance be paid from
the General Fund. If you have any questions, please contact the
church office.
GivePlus

Office and Budgets Approved for 2021
Adam Grile was elected to serve as elder for one year at the Annual
Meeting on November 8. Adam will serve with Rick Baldwin, John
Burton, Charley Gerber, Mike Green, Mark Kimbrough, and Don
Taylor. Keith Bousman, Bud Evans, and Tony Lipitt were re-elected
to serve as deacon and Mark Stultz was newly elected to serve as
deacon. They will serve with Jason Burns, Don Carpenter, Dave
Deiwert, Shaun Eason, Zac Green, Joe Lacey, Shane Poore, Terry
Powers, Eric Scholer, Mike Sue, and Frank Wehrly. Tony Coston was
re-elected to serve as Treasurer, Carol Deiwert was re-elected to
serve as Financial Secretary, and Paula Ice was re-elected to serve
as Assistant Financial Secretary. The General Fund and Missions
Budgets were also approved by the congregation.
Tithe Envelopes Available
2021 tithe envelopes are now available! If you haven’t already
picked yours up, you may come during office hours (Monday-Friday
8:00am-3:00pm) or during Sunday Services to get them.

Quickly and easily give using your smartphone. Enjoy the
convenience of making credit or debit card donations as a guest
user, or create an account to set up recurring donations and view
your giving history. Go to the App Store or Google Play and search
“GivePlus Church” to download the app for free.

Yes, it is heartbreaking to see so many people get sick, and some even die from Covid-19. But we can
be thankful that the mortality rate is actually very low. We can be thankful that “Operation Warp Speed” quickly made an
abundance of ventilators available for people all over the world, saving many lives. We can be thankful that treatments have
already been discovered and put into practice to help people recover from the disease quickly. We can be thankful that a
vaccine will likely be available in record time. Praise God for His blessings!
Yes, it is difficult socially distance, and wear a mask. And for those who are high risk, it’s been awful to be quarantined for
months. Some haven’t been to church or gathered with friends and family since March! But we can be thankful for modern
technology that allows us to communicate via Zoom calls and social media posts. We can be thankful for the ability to
Livestream our worship services so those who can’t get out can still worship with us in real time from the safety of their home.
We can be thankful for services like Door Dash, a food delivery service, that comes to us when we can’t go to them. Praise God
for His great blessings!
No, even when we do gather in person as the church, it’s just not the same when we can’t smile at each other, exchange
hugs and handshakes, and all be together in one room full of people. But we can be thankful that churches are not restricted
from meeting altogether, and that even with the masks and social distancing, it’s still MUCH better to come and worship
together in person than to remain at home. We can be thankful that these precautions, as unwanted as they are, actually do
allow us to gather safely as the Body of Christ. We can be thankful for what limited fellowship we are able to enjoy. Praise
God for His great blessings!
Yes, there has been political turmoil, racial unrest, and violence in the streets. But we can be thankful that God has a plan,
He is still in control, and His Church will always prevail. We can be thankful that, although we don’t know everything the future
holds for our country, we do know Who holds the future. We know that no matter how much better or worse things seem to
get, the Church will still have an important mission to let people know that Jesus is the answer. And we can be thankful for the
opportunities we will have to let our light shine in the darkness to bring more people to Him. Praise God for His great
blessings!
Hopefully, you get the point. Paul put it this way: “ … I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances,” (Phil.
4:11b). He also said, “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thes. 5:18). Even in the
year 2020; even with our masks and quarantines; even with our vote recounts and economic uncertainties, we have MANY
reasons to be thankful to God for all of the GOOD He continues to do in our lives! So as this year winds to an end, let’s focus
on all these blessings with a grateful heart, and let’s begin celebrating the greatest blessing of all – God sending His son into
this world as an infant to bring peace on earth, goodwill to men!
All For Jesus,
Steve

Michael McDonough
Children’s Minister

Andrew Cullen
Associate/Youth Minister
As we round the corner of a new year, here’s a sneak peak of
what is going on and coming up.
After finishing our study through Galatians, we have embarked
on a journey through Revelation. What? Yeah, our teens have
grown that much! Revelation is typically a book that you study
when you are older and understand Scripture more deeply. Penny,
Kayla and I can all see how much the teens who are involved have grown. They are
studying Scripture on their own at home and we can see their deepened understanding
of the story of the Bible rather than just knowing what the Bible tells us to do.
On December 5, some of our youth family will be joining Secret Families to deliver
Christmas trees to families around Muncie. Last year, it only took a couple hours on a
brisk Saturday morning, but it filled me with joy as I saw how thankful each family was.
As much as I enjoy reading, thinking, writing, and speaking, I could not endure in
ministry if it was not for the hands-on work I am able to do with others and for others.
To be honest, I have probably received more joy than the teens from all the kingdom
work our youth family has done this past year. Nonetheless, working together makes
the work even more meaningful because we are creating shared memories.
On December 6, we will be having our X-Factor Christmas party. In the past, we have
met in someone’s home, but this year we will meet at the church and play a variety of
games while munching on some favorite foods. We will be taking a few weeks off to
enjoy the holidays with family. Come January 3, we will jump back into our weekly
Sunday night Bible study. Whether or not we will be able to get away for a winter
retreat or even a spring break retreat remains to be seen.
This summer, in early June we will have Kingdom Work Week 2021. Then the middle
school students are going to MIX at Country Lake Christian Retreat in Underwood,
Indiana June 10-14, which excites me because it will be the first weeklong adventure for
only our middle school students. Likewise, the high school students are going to MOVE
at Hope College in Holland, Michigan June 21-25, which is awesome because we have
been wanting to go to Michigan for the last three years, but it has filled up before we
could sign up.
2020 was difficult, but 2021 will be as well. 2020 is worth celebrating, because God
was working in us, and 2021 will be worth celebrating because God never stops
working.

Coming Up in the Children’s Ministry:
Be looking for a special delivery to your house for the “Countdown
to Christmas” kits.
We will continue to have nursery, wee worship, and Power Station
available during the second hour (10:30am). Thank you to all who
have helped make this possible!
God Sightings:
On November 15th, we had a smaller group of kids in Power Station
that morning, but seeing them put together 24 shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child was a beautiful thing to witness. The kids
were excited to help out, and they all did a great job that morning.
December Focus:
For the month of December, your child will once again receive something from the
Children’s Ministry. It is a “Countdown to Christmas” kit. This kit will have 24 little
boxes that will have things related to Christmas in them. Each day, you will open one
box and follow the directions. This will help us prepare for Christmas morning. That is
the time in which we celebrate Jesus’ birth into this world! If you complete this kit, it
will count towards the prizes we have been doing the last few months. If you have not
completed the other challenges from September, October, and November, you still can
do that to win your prizes!
If there is anything I can do for your family, please let me know.
If you have any questions about what is going on with the children’s ministry, please
contact Michael at 765-516-3532 or at michael@universitychristianchurch.com.

Michael McDonough
Children’s Minister

Children and volunteers praying
over the 24 Operation Christmas
Child boxes they filled on
November 15.

Although there was not a packing party this year, we got together on November 18 to pack
shoeboxes with the Operation Christmas Child team.
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Sun

Mon

Tue
1 Men’s Lunch

Wed
2

11:30am
ECHS 1:30-4pm

6 Special

Thu

Fri

3 Woman’s Journey 4

Sat
5

6pm

9

10

11

12

8 ECHS 1:30-4pm

14

15 ECHS 1:30-4pm 16 Full Praise

17 Elders Mtg 7am 18

19 Reach York-

Anniversaries

REACH board mtg
7pm (library)

Senior Saints Lunch
Pick-Up 12-1pm

town 9-11am

Dec. 6 Adam & Rachel Grile
Dec. 16 Don & Joyce Taylor
Dec. 17 Ron & Linda Cook
Dec. 23 Tony & Tina Coston
Dec. 31 Matthew & Christy Sands

Congregational
Meeting (both
services)

13

20

21

Team 7pm

22 ECHS 1:30-4pm 23

24 Christmas Eve— 25 Christmas—
Offices Closed

27

Merry
Christmas

7

28

29 ECHS 1:30-4pm 30

31

Offices Closed

26

Birthdays
Dec. 4 Kali Evans
Dec. 5 Griffin Riley
Dec. 8 Megan Riley
Dec. 8 Kelly McDonough
Dec. 12 Jett Green
Dec. 13 Fran Perkins
Dec. 14 Dawson Sexton
Dec. 17 Rick Hensell
Dec. 22 Ron Cook
Dec. 28 Gracie Hill
Dec. 29 Greg Osborn

