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Listening to the Lord
By Mike Green
Listening to God’s Word
Have you ever wished you could just sit down and have
a long talk with the Lord? Wouldn't it be wonderful to
move beyond having a theology that states that God
loves you to actually hearing Him whisper words of love
into your heart? When you're worried or confused,
wouldn't you love to see the situation from His
perspective and hear how He wants you to respond?
Most of the time our busy lives cause us to not spend
enough time just “Being Still” as the song says and
having a genuine heart felt conversation with our
Father.
Jesus promised that "My sheep hear My voice"
(John 10:27)
We are all his sheep and he is speaking to us so listen
for his voice. Trust me you can hear it! The problem all

of us struggle with is that at any given moment we are
all bombarded with so many other distracting worldly
voices that it can be hard to single his out. How many
times have you had a song stuck in your brain that you
just can’t shake loose? Now think of how wonderful it
would be to get Gods voice stuck in your head all day
long. Your life will be transformed!

We are worshipping in person again! Please be sure to register for the 9am or 10:30am service by going to our website, our Facebook
page, or contacting the office. Our 10:30am service will be Live on Facebook or you can catch the replay on the website.

A Note from Steve
Can you believe I fell off a 50 foot ladder and didn’t get hurt? Fortunately I was only on the first step!
Actually, you shouldn’t believe that because it never happened. I saw that on a Facebook meme and
thought it would put a smile on your face! But it also illustrates the truth that the higher you climb, the
harder you fall.
So does that mean we should stop climbing? Fear and uncertainty would tell us to stay safely on the
ground. Be careful. Take no risks. Satan loves to use fear to paralyze us.
If we aren’t taking risks, we aren’t using our faith. We aren’t
trusting in God’s protection. We think we are safe when we take no risks, but the truth is
that’s when Satan has us right where he wants us.
The genuine Christian life is a life of risks – not foolish recklessness, but prayerful risks.
When Abraham left his homeland to go to a place he didn’t know, it was a risk. When he
put his son Isaac on the altar it was a risk. When David took on Goliath it was a risk. When
the apostles ignored threats to stop preaching about Jesus it was a risk. Following Jesus
means to climb the ladder with him, trusting him to hold onto us, or to catch us if we fall.
So why are so many of us still on the first step? Why have we allowed fear to paralyze
us? Maybe it’s because we have forgotten the HOPE that is ours in Christ. Hebrews 6:19
tells us, “19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”
Hope gives us a security that replaces our fears. And the reason hope can do this is because it actually connects us with the

Remember
We are continuing to have two services; one at 9am and one at
10:30am. The doors will open 10 minutes before service starts and
we ask that you leave promptly after service so we can get surfaces
sanitized. Thank you for your understanding. As guidelines change
we will try to update you through email and our website.
Operation Christmas Child
Children in some areas of third world countries cannot attend
school without paper and pencil. The local stores have shelves
lined with school supplies and we encourage you to help these
children. When you shop for your child’s school supplies pick up an
extra for OCC. If you donate pencils, remember the children will
need pencil sharpeners too. Bring your donations to the church
during the week or when you attend on Sunday mornings. A Craft
Night for Operation Christmas Child is scheduled for Thursday, August 20 from 5:30-8 pm in the Life Center. We have new items to
make for the shoe boxes and we would appreciate your help.
Please wear a mask. We have some at home projects that need to
be made also. Call Netha Wyman or Jane Johnson if you can help
with these projects on your time schedule.
Be the Church Postponed
It was decided that in the best interest of everyone it would be
best to postpone our annual Be the Church campaign. While this
annual church event is postponed, we encourage you to begin
thinking of a way you can still Be the Church in our community. If
you feel comfortable, plan to find a way to serve others on August
8, our original All Church Project date. On August 8 and 9, share a
photo on the UCC Facebook page of you and your group serving.

future in the same way that memories connect us with the past. How do we know what happened in the past? We know
through our memories. We can look at our memories and see what has already happened in our life. And hope does the same
thing for our future. How do we know what will happen in our future? We know through the hope that has been given us by
Elders & Ministers Retreat

Jesus Christ.

The Elders and Ministers will be having their vision retreat August
11 and 12. Please be in prayer as they discuss the future and vision
of the church.

We may not know every detail along the way, but we know that in the end we will be victorious, we will be rewarded, we
will be rejoicing forever and ever! That’s what awaits us at the top of the ladder, and as long as we are climbing with Jesus, no
matter how many more rungs there are to go, he’ll take us the rest of the way when the time comes. The important thing is to

Mask Announcement

keep climbing, keep risking, keep stepping up in faith rather than just holding on in fear.

The Governor’s latest mandate requires wearing a mask in indoor
public settings, so we are trying to cooperate out of respect for our
governing authorities. Thank you for your cooperation with this. If
it is difficult for you to wear a mask for medical reasons, we’d
suggest you find a seat a little farther away from others so being
without your mask will not pose a threat to others.

This Month at UCC
Women’s Journey—August 6 @6pm
Elders Retreat—August 11-12
REACH Yorktown Food Distribution—August 15 @9am
Journeymen—August 17 @6pm
Full Praise Team—August 19 @7pm
Senior Saints—Aug. 20 from 12-1pm
OCC Craft night—August 20 @5:30pm
Children’s Programs resume*—August 23
*tentative

Pandeminc or not, political unrest or not, great things are ahead for us if we’ll just step up and let God work in us and
through us. The church will prevail no matter what the devil throws at us (Matthew 16:18), so let’s stop hanging our heads in
disappointment and start living with hope!
All For Jesus,
Steve
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“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”
Romans 12:12

Michael McDonough
Children’s Minister

Andrew Cullen
Associate/Youth Minister
On July 21, I went fishing at Prairie Creek Reservoir with Michael Bousman and his good friend Scott. It was a hot and humid
late morning, but we stuck with it for 45 minutes.
I am not a fisherman. I can count the number of times I have
fished on both hands. I also have had little luck catching a fish…
until Michael taught me how to fish. Michael and I have a good
friendship. Our friendship has grown as we have fished together,
among other activities, over the last couple years. Thanks to Michael’s instruction and
the fishing pole he gave me at the beginning, I caught my very first and now second fish
with him. (the second is pictured below)
Michael also taught me how to fish for people. While we were talking, Michael
pulled out his phone and began playing one of his favorite songs: Scars, by I Am They.
He shared with Scott how Jesus’ scars reveal His love for us. Scott hasn’t been to church
in a while and is isolated from his family. He has scars, like Michael and me, but is loved
by Jesus, like Michael and me. Michael even invited Scott to come to church with him
sometime.
Michael would not consider what he said to be theologically deep nor was he
intentionally trying to evangelize. He was simply sharing with us what fills him with joy
and why it is meaningful to him. Paul affirmed the church at Thessalonica, “You became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe
suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the
believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere.” (1
Thessalonians 1:6-8) Can we have the courage to share our joy, even though we bear
scars of suffering, with all those God places along the path we walk?
Over the last month, our youth family has continued to do kingdom work. We served
at Blood ‘n’ Fire Ministries packing boxes of food for them to distribute to those in
need. We visited our amazing leader Penny in the nursing home after her surgery and
brought her a raspberry fudge super blitz from Dairy Dream. We also endured the
pouring rain in order to finish landscaping at her house the following week.
We are hoping to begin Kingdom Work Weekends this fall. We will have worship and
Bible study on Friday night, work projects during the day on Saturday, and worship and
Bible study on Saturday night. It will be our way of creating a rhythm of work, worship,
and the Word so we can be filled up and pour out. The fall is going to be different, but,
from my experience with our youth family, God’s work is awesome in the different.

Kids Programs to Resume:
We have tentatively set August 23 as the date the Children’s
programs will reopen. The plan is to continue to have two services, one at 9am and one at 10:30am, with children’s programs
available only at the 10:30am service. The details on this are still not
fully developed, and this date could change as discussions on the
best way to open this area back up are still unsure.
We long to have the kids meet together again, but we are wanting
to make sure to do it the safest way for the families and for the volunteers. Be looking
for more information soon as we make this transition as smooth as possible. If there is
anything we can do for your family, please let Michael know.
Virtual VBS:
Our FaithLab @Home Virtual VBS was a success. Although I missed having VBS like
“normal,” we had a lot of fun communicating through Zoom calls and Facebook as we
had VBS online. See below for some fun photos of the projects the kids did during VBS
week, July 12-16.
If you have any questions, please call, text, or email me.
Michael
(765) 516-3532

