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Listening to the Lord
By Don Taylor

CULTURE AND THE CHURCH
Should culture influence the Church or should the Church
influence the culture? This is a very relevant question in this
post-modern age in which some people don’t believe there is
absolute truth. Their view is that what is true for you is not
necessarily true for me. This conflicts with the Christian view
that God’s word, the Bible, is truth.
I believe we are in a cultural civil war in our country, a civil war
of values that has divided our country. There are those who
oppose Christians and our beliefs on moral issues, and they
want to confine our views and practices to our buildings of
worship and not allow them in the public square. They don’t
support our First Amendment right to the free exercise of
religion.
So what should we do? First, we are called to love our fellow
man (Mat. 22:37-40), even if we disagree on issues. Second,
God has called us to be salt and light to the world (Mat. 5:13-

16), which means we are to shine and make a difference. This
means we need to take a biblical stand on issues, to speak out
about them, and to exercise our freedom and right to vote for
our government leaders. This won’t be easy because Jesus said
that we would be hated and persecuted (Jn. 15:18-21). Third,
we need to pray that God’s kingdom will come on earth.
Since the Elders believe the Church should influence the culture,
we are starting a Cultural Impact Ministry Team. The purposes
of this team is to educate our congregation on what the Bible
says about moral issues; to inform our congregation of the
stance the candidates for government offices have on these
issues; and to alert our congregation of pending bills at the
national, state, and local levels that affect our freedoms. Pray
for us as we launch the Cultural Impact Ministry at UCC.

INFLUENCE CULTURE:
Love All—Shine, Make a Difference—Take a Biblical
Stand—Be Informed—Vote

Easter
April 12

Sunday School—9:15am
Worship Service—10:30am

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Due to the recent pandemic, all church services at UCC have been postponed.
Our target date to resume worship and other activities (as of the date of this
publication) is April 12th, and the announcements in this newsletter are based on
that assumption; however, all information is subject to change as the Covid-19
situation evolves. Therefore, we urge you to go to the University Christian Church
Facebook Page daily for the latest news and updates.

I feel a new beginning
coming towards me
& I’m running to it

Did you know we offer an electronic option for making your tithes
and offerings? Take the work out of giving! Vanco Payment
Solutions’ Give+ mobile gives the power of smartphone giving
directly into your hands. In a few quick steps you can make gifts
and tithes through your smartphone. Download the free GivePlus
Church app today!

with open arms.

Your safety is our priority and we want to ensure you that the
facilities here at UCC have continued to be disinfected. Clean and
healthy has always and will continue to be Jennifer’s priority.

Are you looking for a fun way to get exercise? REFIT could be just
what you are looking for! No matter your size, shape, age or
experience, REFIT is the perfect fit for everybody and every BODY.
REFIT is available to you, here at University Christian Church, every
Monday from 6-7pm, $5/person or $3 for regular church attenders.
To find out more find Audra on Facebook @REFITwithAudra or
https://refitrev.com/instructors/audrakoontz.
Join one of our four home fellowship
groups Sunday evenings at 6pm. This
is an opportunity to connect with
HOME
others, build friendships, and do life
FELLOWSHIP
together. Your hosts are; Don and
GROUPS
Debbie Carpenter, Dave and Carol
Deiwert, Mike and Kelly Green, and
Sarah Lambert. Pick up a map and
address at the Welcome Center. You can drop your children off at
Charged Up beginning at 5:45pm and X-Factor, for teens, begins at
5:30pm. Please pick your children up promptly after Home
Fellowship Groups.
February Women’s Event
Wow, what a great time we had at our Women’s event in February!
The “Glow Girls” entertained us with a skit. Our brunch was catered
by Harmony Café and was enjoyed by all. Our own Chef Beth
Scholer gave a very educational and fun demonstration about
nutrition and making good food choices. Pam Huddleston shared
an inspirational story of her walk with Jesus. If you missed this
event we hope you plan to attend the next one!
Softball Season
Softball season will begin soon. If you are interested in playing on
either the co-ed and/or men’s team please sign up on the bulletin
board outside the office. If you have questions please contact Zac
Green via cell at 260-726-0605.

Empty shelves. Closed schools and businesses. Tanking economy. Social distancing. Abandoned church buildings.
Growing uncertainty. Graphics on the TV screen that keep a running tally of how many people have contracted or died
from a virus we know little about. We didn’t see it coming, and we’re all praying for a quick end to this pandemic, but for
now this is the world we live in.
Amid the natural fears that many people are experiencing
right now, I’d love nothing more than to assure you that very
soon this will all be over, that “the curve” will soon flatten,
and schools will soon reopen, and sports activities will soon resume, and the
stock market will soon rebound, and our church family will soon be gathered
and exchanging hugs and handshakes with each other again. I’d love to put
your mind at ease and promise you that all this is just around the corner.
But the truth is, I don’t know how long it will take to get to that corner, and I
don’t know for certain what we’ll find on the other side of that corner.

Cleanliness is Close to Godliness

REFIT

A Note from Steve

A Gospel Seed
At seven years old, Pastor Kurt, remembers the joy he felt when he
opened his shoebox gift from Operation Christmas Child. That gift
planted a seed in his life that the Lord continued to water. Kurt’s
own shoebox experience came full-circle when he had the
opportunity to distribute shoebox gifts to children at his church in
South Africa. What can you do right now? Pray for the box you will
pack later this year, that it will carry the gospel seed to a future
minister. P.S. Spring Cleaning? A rummage sale will be planned in a
few months and all proceeds will go to the shipping cost of OCC
shoeboxes. Please keep items at home until the dates are
announced.

Weekly at UCC
—The below activities will resume when we resume Church
services. Please stay connected for updates.—
Senior Singles—Sundays for lunch
(Pizza King, Arby’s, Wendy’s, and Burger King)

X-Factor—Sundays @5:30pm
Charged Up—Sundays @5:45pm
Home Fellowship Groups—Sundays @6pm
Refit —Mondays @6pm
Ladies Bible Study—Wednesdays @10am
Come and Be Fed—Wednesdays @5:45pm

This Month at UCC
Easter—April 12
Children’s Ministry Meeting—April 13 @6pm
Elders’ Meeting—April 14 @7am
Full Praise Team—April 15 @7:30pm
Outreach—April 16 @6:30pm
Journeymen —April 20 @6pm
Welcome to UCC Seminar—April 23 @6pm
Senior Saints—April TBA

Yet, isn’t it true that we have NEVER really known what the future would
hold. We’ve never been able to see around the corner very well, and that’s
why we didn’t see this current crisis coming. The truth is, life has been so
good to us that most of us have lived each day making a myriad of
assumptions. We assumed that the world tomorrow wouldn’t be radically different from today, and for the longest time our assumptions
proved true. So we just came to expect that it would always be that way.
But the Bible warns in James 4:14-15, “14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that
appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” So when it
comes to how long this crisis will last or what will be the “new normal” moving forward, we may make educated assumptions, but the truth
is, we don’t really know what the immediate future holds.
Here is what I DO know, however. I know that every obstacle is also an opportunity. (James 1:2-4) I know that the only way to shrink
our fears is to grow our faith (Isaiah 41:10). I know someone who has seen around the final corner of life’s race, and on the other side of
that corner is a whole new and wonderful life for those who walk in faith with Jesus. Abundant life! Joyous celebration! Happy reunions!
No diseases! No sickness! No pain! No death! No tears! No toilet paper shortage! Worship with angels! Eternal rewards! Everlasting
peace! And more! Forever! And ever! Woo-hoo! This is the world we will one day live in! This is the future we can know and rest secure
in, when we just trust Jesus and walk in faith with him.
Allison Kraus wrote a song that sums it up well: “I don't know about tomorrow, I just live from day to day. I don't borrow from the
sunshine, for its skies may turn to gray. I don't worry o'er the future, for I know what Jesus said. And today I'll walk beside Him, for He knows
what lies ahead. Many things about tomorrow, I don't seem to understand. But I know who holds tomorrow, and I know who holds my hand.
Ev'ry step is getting brighter, as the golden stairs I climb. Ev'ry burden's getting lighter, ev'ry cloud is silver lined. There the sun is always
shining; there no tear will dim the eye. At the ending of the rainbow, where the mountains touch the sky. Many things about tomorrow, I
don't seem to understand. But I know who holds tomorrow, and I know who holds my hand.”
Just Trusting Jesus,
Steve

Welcome to UCC Seminar
You are invited to attend on Thursday, April 23 from 6-9pm.
If you or someone you know is looking for a church home, this class will provide you with valuable information as
you consider whether University Christian is the place for you. If you are a newer member of UCC, this class will
help you get to know your church family better, and it will show you how to get involved and enjoy all the benefits
of membership here.
Please notify the church office by this Monday, April 20, to take advantage of this special opportunity. Pizza supper
will provided.

Michael McDonough
Children’s Minister

Andrew Cullen
Associate/Youth Minister
I am noticing a theme in what God is teaching me: trust. As a type A
person, trusting the Planner when I don’t understand His plan is difficult. I
say this half sarcastically and half truthfully: How boring would it be if our
lives always played out according to our own plans?
While I was in Florida last October, I not only developed a fever but I
noticed an unusual rash that caused me to itch all over. “Seriously, God?” I
had flown all the way to Florida for a vacation only to spend most of my
time sitting on the couch in the condo. Christina Fox wrote, “Small
frustrations and interruptions give us opportunities to rely on God.” The overarching motto I need
to have as I plan my work and work my plan is, “Plan to trust God.”
Of course, my inconvenience in Florida is nothing compared to the COVID-19 pandemic. How
do we trust God when our world is anxious? We read Scriptures like Proverbs 20:24, “A
man’s steps are from the Lord; how then can man understand his way?” and Proverbs 19:21,
“Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand,” and
still feel anxious about the uncertainty and pain that lies ahead.
Glen Scrivener looked back at some of the major plagues since Jesus’ ascension and tracked
how Christians used the backdrop of darkness to shine the light of Jesus. Charles Spurgeon
considered the cholera outbreak in 1854 as a key time of learning both for himself and also for
the city of London. Spurgeon wrote, “If there ever be a time when the mind is sensitive, it is when
death is abroad. I recollect, when first I came to London, how anxiously people listened to the
gospel, for the cholera was raging terribly. There was little scoffing then.”
In AD 165, while Marcus Aurelius was emperor, a plague struck. Over a 15-year period, it killed
a quarter to a third of the Roman Empire. Despite the few number of Christians during this time,
their response to this pandemic multiplied the kingdom of God. Dionysius, a church leader in
Corinth, wrote, “Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and loyalty, never
sparing themselves and thinking only of one another. Heedless of danger, they took charge of the
sick, attending to their every need and ministering to them in Christ…But with the heathen
everything was quite otherwise. They deserted those who began to be sick, and fled from their
dearest friends. They shunned any participation or fellowship with death; which yet, with all their
precautions, it was not easy for them to escape.”
James encouraged Christians who were facing uncertainty and pain to, “Consider it pure joy,
my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith produces perseverance.” (James 1:2-3) Later in his letter, he concluded,
“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a
year there and trade and make a profit’ — yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What
is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought
to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that’” (James 4:13-15).
Perhaps if we started beginning every day with an “if the Lord wills” mindset and quoted Psalm
118:24, “This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it,” then we wouldn’t
be so stunned when life doesn’t work according to our preferences. Small frustrations and
interruptions are opportunities for us to rely on God and relay His love to those who are hurting.

Coming Up in the Children’s Ministry:
When we get back to worshipping together at the church, we will
continue to collect offering during Power Station for Riley
Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis. The money that is collected will
go to buy toys for kids that are in the hospital.
April 13th:
Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6pm (Power Station area).
God Sightings:
I have been encouraged by seeing the response to the “Spring
Survival Kit” that I gave to the families. I love seeing the pictures
every day. Remember, a winner will be drawn on April 5th for a free pizza for one
family. If you did not receive a kit, please let me know. I will try to get it to you
somehow.
April Focus:
I know that it is hard to imagine right now, but summer will be coming. Summer brings
many opportunities. One of my favorite opportunities that kids can be a part of is
summer camp at the Ark Christian Ministries in Converse, IN. I received a note from the
camp recently that they know there is a lot of uncertainty right now, but they are
planning on having camp this summer. The dynamic of that may change as we get
closer to the summer, but I want to encourage families to send their children to the Ark
Christian Ministries this summer.
I love this camp, and it is a great opportunity for the kids to get away from things and
draw closer to Jesus. The theme for camp this summer is “UNSEEN”. The apostle Paul
said, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
UNSEEN, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen
is eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18 NIV).
The church believes in camp for the kids so much that we are
willing to pay for up to 50% of the camp fee. If you are
needing help with the rest of the fee, please contact Michael.
If you sign up online before April 30th, each camper will get a
free t-shirt. If you need the discount code for the church,
please contact Michael as well.
If you have any questions about what is going on with the
kids, please contact Michael @ (765) 516-3532 or at
michael@universitychristianchurch.com
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Sun

Mon

Shaun Eason
Aaron Huddleston
Robert Carroll
Jason Burns
Christina Baker
Joe Spahr
Lucy Melton
Kathy Vannice
Linda Morrical
Andrew Lacey
Cherie Mazany
Madeline Tyler
Lois Carpenter
Elijah Daugherty
Bob Tyler
Julie Tyler
Averie Dickey
Don Carpenter
Wanda Moore

Anniversaries
April 12 Mark & Misty Kimbrough
April 20 Randy & Debbie Glassburn

Wed
1

Birthdays
April 2
April 4
April 5
April 7
April 8
April 10
April 10
April 13
April 19
April 20
April 22
April 22
April 23
April 23
April 25
April 25
April 25
April 26
April 28

Tue

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

No Church Activities

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

16

17 BSF 4:45-7am 18 Reach York-

No Church Activities

12 EASTER

13 Refit 6-7pm

14

15 Ladies Bible
Study 10am
Come & Be Fed
5:45pm
Full Praise Team
7pm

(KZ)

town 9-11am

19 Senior Singles

20 Journeymen

21 REACH board 22 Ladies Bible

23 Welcome to

24 BSF 4:45-7am 25

X-Factor 5:30-8 pm
Charged up 5:45
Home Fellowship
Groups 6-7:30pm

6pm
Refit 6-7pm (KZ)

mtg 7pm(library) Study 10am
Come & Be Fed
5:45pm

UCC Seminar 69pm

(KZ)

26 Senior Singles

27 ECHS 3-6pm

28

29 Ladies Bible

30 LC reserved-

X-Factor 5:30-8 pm
Charged up 5:45
Home Fellowship
Groups 6-7:30pm

Refit 6-7pm

Study 10am
Come & Be Fed
5:45pm

Cullen, all day

