
Day 4 

LISTEN LIKE JESUS 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” - Mark 10:47   

The voice of a blind beggar rose above the noise of the 

crowd.  “BE QUIET!” was the instant reply of the in-crowd.  

They didn’t say it out loud, but we all know what “BE QUIET” 

really meant . . . “You’re the last person in the world who 

belongs in our party.  You’re an outsider, a beggar, a problem 

that we wish would go away!” 

The crowd saw him as a PROBLEM, 

but Jesus saw him as a PERSON.   

When Jesus heard him, he STOPPED.   

“Really Jesus?  We’re on a mission.  We’re just getting started.  

Our crowd is growing.  Your approval ratings are off the charts.   
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This is not the time to be stopping.  We don’t have time to 

listen to . . . HIM.  Come on, let’s keep it moving!”   

We rarely stop.   

We’re busy.  We’re movers and shakers.  We certainly don’t 

have time to stop what we’re doing to listen to someone we 

don’t even know. 

But Jesus STOPPED. 

And he LISTENED. 

Mark 10:47-52 
Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus. 

47 When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus of Nazareth was nearby, he 

began to shout, “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!”  48 “Be 

quiet!”  Many of the people yelled at him.  But he only shouted 

louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”   

49 When Jesus heard him, he stopped and said, “Tell him to come 

here.”  So they called the blind man.  “Cheer up,” they said.  “Come 

on, he’s calling you!”  50 Bartimaeus threw aside his coat, jumped up, 

and came to Jesus.  51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus 

asked.  “My rabbi,” the blind man said, “I want to see!”   

52 And Jesus said to him, “Go, for your faith has healed you.”  Instantly, 

the man could see, and he followed Jesus down the road. 
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If you want to be great at SERVING  

you’ve got to be great at STOPPING. 

There’s no way of getting around the truth that Jesus stopped.  

A lot.  He was always stopping to heal the sick, speak to the 

children, have a meal with a friend, or teach an impromptu 

sermon on a hillside.  The one person who had the most 

important agenda of anyone stopped to serve the ONE.  

Jesus stopped to listen. 

How about you?   

- Do you stop to ask your spouse about their day?   

- Do you listen to the stories of your children?   

- Do you hear the concerns of your co-worker?   

- Do you pause the negotiations to pray for a client?   

- Do you stop what you’re doing to help a stranger in need?   

Jesus stopped and he listened.  He didn’t ignore the cry for 

help.  He intentionally heard the voice that others were trying 

to silence. 

When others said “QUIET!”  

Jesus said “COME!” 
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Healing begins when we come to Jesus.  We’re never too bad 

to come.  Never too far gone.  Never too messed up.  Never 

too dirty.  Jesus says “COME TO ME.” 

So the blind man abandoned his stuff and shuffled his way 

towards the voice that said “COME TO ME.”  There he was - in 

all his messiness - standing in front of the holy Son of God.  

What an encounter!  It’s the ultimate showdown between the 

perfect God and the outcast beggar. 

What would Jesus do now?   

Rebuke him for the sin that caused his blindness?  Give him a 

lecture about having more faith?  Tell him to clean up his stuff 

and go to church this Sunday?   

Nope.  

Jesus asked a QUESTION  

and waited for an ANSWER. 

“What do you want me to do for you?”  Jesus asked.   

“My Rabbi,” the blind man said, “I want to see!”   

Jesus said, “Go, for your faith has healed you.”   
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“Instantly the man could see, and he  

followed Jesus on the way” (Mark 10:51-52).   

Instantly.   

Just like that . . . years of blindness, rejection, shame, and 

humiliation were gone.  The greek word “sozo” that was 

translated “healed” in the passage above is the same word for 

“Salvation.”  

 The literal translation of the verse says . . .  

“Go, for your faith has SAVED you.” 

Saved.  Rescued.  Delivered.  Years of blindness were reversed 

in a moment.  The man named Bartimaeus would never be the 

same again.  His days of begging were replaced with days of 

following Jesus.  Why?  Because Jesus stopped to LISTEN. 

How about you?   

- Whose voice have you been ignoring?   

- Who’s waiting for you to stop, ask, and listen? 

Ask God to open your ears and your heart today to those 

around you! 



28

Matthew 11:28-30 
Jesus Says Come. 

28 Jesus said, “COME TO ME, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you.  Let me 

teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.  30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I 

give you is light.”  

John 6:37 
37 Jesus said, “Those the Father has given to me will  

COME TO ME, and I will never reject them.” 

Jesus says, “COME - TO - ME.” 


