
Day 1 

SERVE LIKE JESUS 
“It’s my turn!”  “No, it’s mine!” 

The disciples of Jesus were acting like two-year-olds.  Arguing 

and fighting over who was going to sit next to the Rabbi in the 

“Kingdom of Heaven.” 

The crucifixion of Jesus was less than 24 hours away, and his 

“top-of-the-class” students, James and John, were fighting 

about who was the greatest.  They had totally missed who 

Jesus was and what he came to do!  

Jesus didn’t come to set up a Kingdom of Power, a Kingdom 

of Prominence, or a Kingdom of Earth.  Jesus came to 

establish the “Kingdom of Heaven” . . .  a kingdom that loves, 

gives, and serves.  Jesus came to set up a Kingdom for the 
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poor, the sick, the oppressed, the captive, and those who 

were dead in their sins.  Jesus came to serve, not to be served.  

To give not to take.  Jesus was not going to let this 

opportunity pass him by.  This was the perfect time to teach 

his closest disciples what was closest to his heart - SERVING 

OTHERS!   

Let’s listen in . . . 

Mark 10:35-45 - NLT 
Jesus Teaches the Disciples about Serving. 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke 

to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do us a favor.”  36 “What 

is your request?” he asked.  37 They replied, “When you sit on your 

glorious throne, we want to sit in places of honor next to you, one on 

your right and the other on your left.”  38 But Jesus said to them, “You 

don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter 

cup of suffering I am about to drink?  Are you able to be baptized 

with the baptism of suffering I must be baptized with?”   

39 “Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!”  Then Jesus told them, “You 

will indeed drink from my bitter cup and be baptized with my baptism 

of suffering.  40 But I have no right to say who will sit on my right or my 

left. God has prepared those places for the ones he has chosen.” 

41 When the ten other disciples heard what James and John had 

asked, they were furious.   42 So Jesus called them together and 

said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, 
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and officials flaunt their authority over those under them.  43 But 

among you it will be different.  Whoever wants to be a leader among 

you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among you 

must be the slave of everyone else.  45 For even the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.” 

Jesus came to SERVE and to GIVE. 

The Son of God came to show us the Father by serving and 

giving.  He entered the world as a meek and humble servant, 

a baby King that would take away the sins of the world.  He 

intentionally left his position in Heaven as Son of God, to take 

on the humble position of a servant.  He came to free us from 

the pursuit of pride, greed, and selfishness.   

Jesus came to dismantle the Kingdom of SELF  

and establish the Kingdom of GOD.  

Jesus isn’t like other Kings.  He doesn’t lead like other Kings.  

He doesn’t abuse his power and ignore the powerless.  He 

doesn’t dominate the weak and celebrate the strong.   

He doesn’t demand others to serve him -  

Jesus is the King that SERVES OTHERS.   
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He is the King that got his hands dirty by touching the leper, 

his reputation dirty by eating with sinners, and his spirit dirty 

by taking away our sins.  Jesus is the King that serves.  But 

here’s the twist . . . we’re quick to celebrate Jesus giving his 

life away for us, but the point of the whole story was that Jesus 

was showing his disciples how to give their life away to others.   

This was his last night as their teacher, and he didn’t want to 

tell them about serving - Jesus took off his robe and showed 

them how to serve. 

John 13:1-17 
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet. 

1 Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come 

to leave this world and return to his Father.  He had loved his disciples 

during his ministry on earth, and now he loved them to the very end.  
2 It was time for supper . . .   

3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything 

and that he had come from God and would return to God.  4 So he 

got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his 

waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him.   

12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and 

asked, “Do you understand what I was doing?  13 You call me ‘Teacher’ 

and ‘Lord’ and you are right, because that’s what I am.   
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14 And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

ought to wash each other’s feet.  15 I have given you an example to 

follow.  Do as I have done to you.  17 Now that you know these things, 

God will bless you for doing them.” 

How about you? 

- Are you serving others or waiting for them to serve you? 

- Are you fighting for power, position, or recognition? 

- Are you too busy advancing your career to notice  

the people around you?   

- Are you ready to get your hands dirty . . . like Jesus did?   

Come On.  Let’s do this together! 


