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Humble Mary and Her Mighty Song 
Luke 1:39-80 

 

LUKE’S BIG IDEAS 
God __________ what he __________.  He never misses a promise, 
and he’s never late.  And those who _________________ this truth are 
______________. 
 
1. Mary’s child is especially ________________, and is at the 

_____________ of God’s fresh activity. 
 

Dealing with difficult texts, and trusting the Bible culturally: 
• Consider the possibility that the text doesn’t teach what you think it does. 
• Consider the possibility that you don’t understand what the text is teaching 

because of your culture.   
• You may be offended by some texts because of the unexamined 

assumption of the superiority of your cultural moment. 
 

2. There is _________________ in being _______ part of these 
astounding events.  
 
• Through Mary God is telling us: “My power doesn’t work the way 

you think power works.  ____________ is what matters.”   
• See what causes Mary to be grateful: God’s unearned ________. 

 
Zechariah’s Prophecy 

• The child to be born is going to ________ a ____________ door. 
• The child to be born is going to ________ a _____________. 
• The child to be born will ______________ a ___________. 
• The child to be born will be the ______________ of a new _____. 

 
3. Joy and blessing come to those who ________________ that God 

does what he __________.  
 

LUKE 1:1-38 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 

Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped 
for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 
 

46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.  From now on all generations 

will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me— holy is his 
name. 

50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in 

their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 

56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 
 
57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her 

neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her 
joy.  59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 
after his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” 

61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” 
62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the 

child. 63 He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is 
John.” 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to 
speak, praising God. 65 All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of 
Judea people were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who heard this wondered about 
it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. 
 
67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 

68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and 
redeemed them. 

69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 
70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 71 salvation from our enemies 

    and from the hand of all who hate us— 
72 to show mercy to our ancestors and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear 

75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before 

the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from 

heaven 
79 to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he 
appeared publicly to Israel. 
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SONGS 
 
The Highest and the Greatest 
Verse 1 
Wake ev'ry heart and ev'ry tongue 
To sing the new eternal song 
And crown Him King of Glory now 
Confess Him Lord of all 
 
Chorus 
You are the highest 
You are the greatest 
You are the Lord of all 
Angels will worship 
Nations will bow down 
To the Lord of all 
 
Verse 2 
A day will come when all will sing 
And glorify our matchless King 
Your Name unrivaled stands alone 
You are the Lord of all 
 
Bridge 
Oh let ev'ry heart, Let ev'ry tongue 
Sing of Your Name 
Sing of Your Name 
Let ev'ry heart, Let ev'ry tongue 
Sing, sing, sing 
 
CCLI Song # 4769758 
Nick Herbert | Tim Hughes 
© 2006 Thankyou Music 

 
Because He Lives 
Verse 1 
I believe in the Son 
I believe in the Risen One 
I believe I overcome 
By the power of His blood 
 
Chorus 
Amen, amen 
I'm alive I'm alive because He lives 
Amen, amen 

Let my song join the one that never 
ends (Because He lives) 
 
Verse 2 
I was dead in the grave 
I was covered in sin and shame 
I heard mercy call my name 
He rolled the stone away 
 
Bridge 
Because He lives, I can face 
tomorrow 
Because He lives every fear is gone 
I know He holds my life 
My future in His hand 
 
CCLI Song # 7027887 
Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Gloria Gaither 
| Jason Ingram | Matt Maher | William J. Gaither 
© 2014 Alletrop Music 
 

In Christ Alone 
Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought 

and storm 
What heights of love what depths of 

peace 
When fears are stilled when 

strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
 
Verse 2 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to 

save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 

 
Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of 

Christ 
 
Verse 4 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 
CCLI Song # 3350395 
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 
© 2001 Thankyou Music 

 

 
PRAYER 
 
Psalm 67:1-7 
1 May God be gracious to us and 
bless us 
    and make his face shine on us— 
2 so that your ways may be known 
on earth, 
    your salvation among all nations. 
3 May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing 
for joy, 
    for you rule the peoples with 
equity 
    and guide the nations of the 
earth. 

5 May the peoples praise you, God; 
    may all the peoples praise you. 
6 The land yields its harvest; 
    God, our God, blesses us. 
7 May God bless us still, 
    so that all the ends of the 
earth will fear him. 
 
 
QUOTES & VERSES 
 
“When God wants a great work done in 
the world or a great wrong righted, he 
goes about it in a very unusual way. He 
doesn’t stir up his earthquakes or send 
forth his thunderbolts. Instead, he has a 
helpless baby born, perhaps in a simple 
home and of some obscure mother... 
And then God waits. The greatest 
forces in the world are not the 
earthquakes and the thunderbolts. The 
greatest forces in the world are babies.” 
– E.T. Sullivan 
 
“Humility is the natural product of 
reflection about who God is.”   
– Darrell Bock 
 
John 3:30 - He must become 
greater, I must become less.   
 
Proverbs 23:4-5 - 4 Do not wear 
yourself out to get rich; do not trust your 
own cleverness. 5 Cast but a glance at 
riches, and they are gone, for they will 
surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky 
like an eagle.   
 
John 4:13-14 - 13 Jesus 
answered, “Everyone who drinks this 
water will be thirsty again, 14 but 
whoever drinks the water I give them 
will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give 
them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.”

  


