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 John the Baptizer Paves the Way 
John 3:1-38 

 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
• By tracing his genealogy back to Adam, Luke wants us to see that 

Jesus’ story is ________________ story.  He’s not only the hope of the 
Old Testament, but the hope of all __________________. 

 
JOHN THE BAPTIZER 

• John’s ministry is a call to ___________________. 
• The call for repentance includes both ___________________ your mind 

and ___________________ your heart.   
 
THE HEART OF JOHN’S MESSAGE 

• The arrival of ____________________ is also the arrival of 
_______________________. 

• Those who assume their family tree grafts them into salvation must see 
that salvation has always been by _______________. 

 
THE FRUIT OF REPENTANCE 

• To the crowds: be ________________________. 
• To the tax collectors: be _____________ and ___________________. 
• To the soldiers: don’t use your force to __________________ money 

or falsely accuse; and be __________________ with your wages.   
 
THE BAPTISM JESUS BRINGS 

• “Spirit and fire”: __________________ and __________________. 
• Judgment can be good news, because in the Bible, whenever there is 

judgment, there is the offer of __________________. 
• The ___________  _____________ is the seal and sign of God’s 

endorsement of Jesus.   
 
One of the most important truths in the Christian life is the awareness that 
our salvation in Christ is not because of any inherent right we have.   

 

LUKE 3:1-38 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of 
Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’”  

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?8 Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 
11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one 

who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what 

should we do?” 
13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be 

content with your pay.” 
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their 

hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize 
you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with 
many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. 

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to 
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod 
added this to them all: He locked John up in prison. 

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as 
he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well pleased.” 

23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. 
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SONGS 
 
This is Amazing Grace 
Verse 1 
Who breaks the power of sin and 

darkness? 
Whose love is mighty and so much 

stronger? 
The King of Glory, the King above 

all kings 
 
Verse 2 
Who shakes the whole earth with 

holy thunder? 
And leaves us breathless in awe 

and wonder? 
The King of Glory, the King above 

all kings 
 
Chorus 
This is amazing grace 
This is unfailing love 
That You would take my place 
That You would bear my cross 
You laid down Your life 
That I would be set free 
Oh, Jesus I sing for all that You've 

done for me 
 
Verse 3 
Who brings our chaos back into 

order? 
Who makes the orphan a son and 

daughter? 
The King of Glory, the King of Glory 
 
Verse 4 
Who rules the nations with truth and 

justice? 
Shines like the sun in all of its 

brilliance? 
The King of Glory, the King above 

all kings 
Bridge 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered 
the grave 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered 

the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered 

the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
 
CCLI Song # 6333821 

 
In Christ Alone 
Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought 

and storm 
What heights of love what depths of 

peace 
When fears are stilled when 

strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
Verse 2 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to 

save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 
Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of 
Christ 

 
Verse 4 
No guilt in life, no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 
CCLI Song # 3350395 
 

Build My LIfe 
Verse 1 
Worthy of every song we could ever 

sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could 

ever bring 
Worthy of every breath we could 

ever breathe 
We live for You 
 
Verse 2 
Jesus the name above every other 

name 
Jesus the only one who could ever 

save 
Worthy of every breath we could 

ever breathe 
We live for You 
We live for You 
 
Chorus 
Holy there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder and 

show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those 

around me 
 
Bridge 
I will build my life upon Your love 

It is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken 
 
CCLI Song # 7070345 
 
 

PRAYER 
Isaiah 40:3-5, 28-31 
3 A voice of one calling: 
“In the wilderness prepare 
    the way for the Lord; 
make straight in the desert 
    a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
    every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 
    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the Lord will be 
revealed, 
    and all people will see it together. 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 
28 Do you not know? 
    Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 
    and his understanding no one can 
fathom. 
29 He gives strength to the weary 
    and increases the power of the weak. 
30 Even youths grow tired and weary, 
    and young men stumble and fall; 
31 but those who hope in the Lord 
    will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not grow weary, 
    they will walk and not be faint. 
 
 

QUOTES  
“If Socrates would enter the room, we 
should rise and do him honor.  But if 
Jesus Christ came into the room, we 
should fall down on our knees and 
worship him.” 
– Napoleon Bonaparte

 


