
 
Acts: Week 7 

 
 

Groups  
Sermon Guide 
 

Acts 17:16-34 | God and Culture  
 
 
 Open in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to 
guide you as you gather and draw you closer 
to God and one another. 
 

 Allow a few minutes for members of the 
Group to share a “high” or “low” from their 
week.   
 

 What struck you, surprised you, or 
challenged you from the message this past 
Sunday? 
 

 Have someone read through Acts 17:16-34, 
or divide it between a few people.  
 

• Why do you think Paul did not use any 
Old Testament quotations as he so 
often did? 

 

• What might it look like for us to 
thoughtfully and intelligently engage in 
the conversations that are already 
going on in our culture—at coffee 
shops, around dinner tables, among 
groups of friends and in families?  

 

• How do we bring a gospel-centered 
worldview to the discussions that are 
already going on in our nation—
discussions around power, gender, 
sexuality, racial issues, growing 
violence, etc.?  

 

 Discuss what you’re tempted to give your 
supreme allegiance, adoration, and affection 
to—rather than God. We don’t make physical 
idols, but we struggle with idolatry—family, 
reputation, country, religious traditions, etc. 

Read and discuss the following quote from 
Counterfeit Gods by Tim Keller: 
 

“If we look to some created thing to give us 
the meaning, hope, and happiness that only 
God himself can give, it will eventually fail to 
deliver and break our hearts.” 
 
 Read Acts 16:24-31 again. 
 

• What strikes you most from this 
passage? 

 

• In what ways do you sense God’s 
nearness in your own life as you “live, 
move, and have your being”? When 
was the last time you felt a clear sense 
of God’s personal presence?  

 

• Compare and contrast these verses 
with Psa. 46:8-10; Prov. 22:27-28; Isa. 
46:8-10, Col. 1:16-17.  

 

o How can these passages be a safe-
guard to your soul in difficult 
times? 

o How might our current cultural 
views of power be influencing the 
way we understand God?  

 
Recall: “You have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in you.” –Confessions, St. Augustine of 
Hippo 
 

• What are some practices you could 
engage in (or avoid) this week that 
would help your heart rest in God? 

 

 
   
 

 

Weekly Questions  

for One Another 
 

❑ What is God saying to you in this Word, 
in the sermon, and in your walk with him 
this week? 
 

❑ What is God telling you to do? How can 
we as a Group be part of giving you 
courage to obey? 
 

❑ How can we pray for you? For your 
neighbors? 

 
 


