
 
Acts: Week 6 
 
 

Groups  
Sermon Guide 
 
Acts 16-17: All Kinds of People  
 
 
a Open in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to 
guide you as you gather and draw you closer 
to God and one another. 
 
a Allow a few minutes for members of the 
Group to share a “high” or “low” from their 
week.   
 
a What struck you, surprised you, or 
challenged you from the message this past 
Sunday? 
 
a In the message we talked about four 
categories of people God pursues in Acts 16 & 
17—the religious, the indifferent, the hostile, 
and the esteemed. 
 

• Thinking back to when “the Lord 
opened your heart” (16:14) to respond 
to the gospel, which did you mostly 
closely relate to? Explain and discuss. 

 

• Which of these groups (the religious, 
the indifferent, the hostile, the 
esteemed) do you feel most 
characterizes the culture around us? 

 

• Which group do you believe is the 
most difficult to reach with the gospel? 
Why?  

 
 

a Have someone read Acts 16:14, 1 Cor. 2:14, 
1 Pet. 1:3, John 3:1-6, Eph. 2:4-5.  
 

• What is the role of the Holy Spirit in 
regeneration (new birth/new life)? 

 

• Do you believe regeneration happens 
before faith in Christ or after? Why? 

 

• What is the relationship between 
divine initiative and human 
responsibility in salvation —specifically 
at the individual level where a person 
is indeed “dead in his or her trespasses 
and sins” (Eph. 2:1)? 

 
a Have someone read Acts 16:35-40 
 

• Why do you believe Paul chose not to 
reveal he & Silas’s Roman citizenship 
before he was flogged and jailed? (it 
was illegal to whip a Roman citizen, 
though this had been modified slightly by 
Paul’s day—it was absolutely illegal to 
punish or imprison a Roman citizen 
anywhere in the empire without a trial) 

 

• Might it have confused the 
understanding of his loyalties to those 
around him (Rome or Christ)? 

 
a Read again, slowly and thoughtfully, Acts 
17:2-4 and 10-12. 
 

• What do these passages teach you 
about God? 

 

• What do they teach you about the 
gospel? 
 

• What do they teach you about 
yourself—the way you may 
understand groups of people or how 
God works? 

 
 

 
   
 

 

Weekly Questions  
for One Another 

 
q What is God saying to you in this Word, 
in the sermon, and in your walk with him 
this week? 
 

q What is God telling you to do? How can 
we as a Group be part of giving you 
courage to obey? 
 

q How can we pray for you? For your 
neighbors? 
 
 


