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Quaramtine and Noelle's Arrival
The biggest news of 2020 was definitely the arrival of our 6th child, Noelle Elyse!! She has been
such a joy and comfort during this crazy time. Quarantine began in March, about a month
before Noelle's birth. It was quite challenging as the kids were all home from school, but
looking back, we are so grateful that we all were together right before and after Noelle's
arrival. It was such a special bonding time for us all. The kids absolutely love their baby sister
and spoil her already.
The COVID pandemic is something that has affected us all for sure. It’s been challenging to
learn new ways of “being the church” - how to fellowship, how to care for each other’s needs,
how to love your neighbor especially given the strong and varying opinions on the way the
pandemic is being handled.
The Lord is faithful. We feel it has strengthened us as a body.
Something amazing to report is that our tithe has been up during
this time despite many struggling with work. It has also been so good
to connect with the church body through morning scripture readings
and prayer times via Zoom.

Baby #6

Noelle Elyse Markey

Born April 12,2020

STAYING IN TERNOPIL
CHANGE IN DIRECTION

Last year we had announced that we would be
moving to Kyiv to help with church-planting there.
Through a chain of events and various changes
during the fall and winter, it had become clear that
we are to stay put. A few of the factors include a
change in direction and leadership at the Calvary
Chapel in Kyiv (a good change!) which made our
purpose for going obsolete. Also, things have been
picking up with Room For More and we have come
to the conclusion that this is the most optimal base
for the studio and for anything to do with the music
ministry.

GRADUAL CHANGE IN ROLE
What does this mean for our role in the church in Ternopil? As you may have read in previous newsletters,
we’ve been in transition for a few years now. The basic idea has been to place more of the responsibility for
the church on several leaders rather than everything going through Jon. We are very pleased with where
things are. Currently, there are four elders in the church and a solid leadership team that has really come
into its own organically over the past few years. Jon is on the elder board and as a pastor is more focused
on the teaching team, while the second pastor, Zhenya, oversees home groups and administrative aspects.
We feel very much a part of a team rather than shouldering the majority of the role. We foresee moving
even more in this direction.

F A M I L Y

Mira
6
Katie Rose 11

Sophia 3

George 10

Melody
4

Katie Rose finished elementary school (4th grade) last year and
will be homeschooled this coming year. Steffie is excited to have more
one on one time with her. Georgie will continue in Ukrainian public school
for his final year. It promises to be a challenging year with new rules and restrictions due to the
pandemic, but so far we're sticking with it. He goes in person a few days a week for now.
Mira is in 1st grade now! A private Christian school just opened this year and Mira is one of only 4
students - and the only girl. She already loves it, and it's a great fit for her personality. We are
thankful! Melody and Sophia will now be buddies at preschool, in the very same class that all of our
kids attended! Pray for them as Melody is scared she won't remeber "all the words" in
Ukrainian without Mira's help. Pray also for Sophia's adjustment as she is the most challenging 3
year old we've had and really values being heard and understood. Pray for the teachers and for
Sophia to establish a good relationship as well as good communication, even with the language
barrier.

ROOM FOR MORE
Soon we will be putting together a separate newsletter with
everything to do with our music ministry. We continue to write
songs, collaborate with artists, churches, seminaries etc. to
promote Gospel-centered Christian music.

NEW ALBUM

The cover of the RFM album was created In June we released an album that we have been working on for
longer than I care to mention ;) It is now availble on all music
and illustrated by Dara Markey.

platforms. Once we have the opportunity, we’d like to do a minitour to promote the album and also to meet with songwriters in
various cities in Ukraine. The idea would be to do seminars and
also to provide a platform for young artists to share their songs. We
would hope to be able to then give some of them an opportunity to
come record at our studio.
We recently hired a musician/engineer-in-training at the studio.
Anya is a hard worker and she provides a fresh perspective on
arrangements and projects. Our team is growing!
If you would like to support us financially in this, please write to us
and we'll let you know how you can get involved!

HOUSE

We have been praying these last few
months for a house with a yard for our
family. We have been in an apartment on
the 5th floor (no elevator!) for about four
years now and, as you can imagine, with 6
kids it's getting more and more
challenging. For now we are in a
convenient location for the kids' schools,
and church, but it will most likely be hard
to find a house nearby. Please pray for the
right housing for us as we look to the
future.

To support our
family

If you would like to donate on a monthly basis or
make a one time gift, click the icon below.

Living in a city with great public
transportaion, we’ve been able to make it
the last 3 years or so without any vehicle.
But now, as a family of 8, we really are in
great need of one. It also is going to be a
great asset for Room For More to have a
van that can be used for worship events
and conferences. We found one for
$12,000. If you would like to contribute,
you can click the icon below and write a
note saying "for Van."

VAN

contact us
e-mail:

jsmarkey@gmail.com

mailing address:
PO Box 1031
Ternopil, Ukraine
46025

You can also write a check TO "HORIZON MISSIONS"& MAIL TO: HORIZON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

7702 INDIAN LAKE ROAD INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46236
(LEAVE THE MEMO LINE BLANK AND ENCLOSE A NOTE "FOR JON & STEFFIE MARKEY" )

