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WEEK 1
GOSPEL - Gospel-Centered

Get to know new people and start connecting relationally.

Understand why we value City Groups and how they serve the 
greater vision of our church.

Understand the Gospel with greater depth and how it shapes the way 
we live together in the present.

GOALS
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GROUP DISCUSSION

Before we go any further, share with your City Group:
1. What brought you and attracted you to Radiant City? How long have you been   
 coming?
2. What brought you to this City Group Training?
3. What do you want to get out of the next six weeks?

LARGE GROUP TEACHING - Vision and Mission for City Groups

Why City Groups?
Jesus has called us to make disciples and we believe the best way to make disciples 
is as a family on mission within Gospel community. The best way to find Gospel 
community is in and through City Groups.

What is a City Group?
City Groups are Missional Communities. By definition, a Missional Community is a mid-
sized family that is being transformed by the Gospel, growing as a spiritual family, and 
living on mission with God in a specific neighborhood or network of people in South 
Florida. 

The mission and core values of Radiant City guide and direct our City Groups. A City 
Group practices its core values – (1) Gospel-Centrality, (2) Diverse Family, (3) Authentic 
Worship & Prayerful Dependence, and lastly its 
(4) Mission. Each of the values, along with our mission are driven by the Gospel and 
propel us out towards the lost as a family on mission.

A Community of Christians 
In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, God has redeemed a people for Himself 
whom He empowers and sends to be His witnesses, as we see in John 20:21 and 
Matthew 28:16-20. We are called and sent to show a hurting, broken, and dying world 
that Jesus is who He says He is and did what He said He did. The purpose of Christian 
community has always been to demonstrate God’s character to the world. We do this 
as individuals, but our communities are to be defined in this way too. 

On Mission with God 
God is about bringing glory to His name and establishing His kingdom and reign in 
the world. It’s what He’s always done throughout redemptive history! He is saving and 
blessing people through the finished work of Jesus that they would make disciples and 
bring His kingdom to the world around them. The life of a diverse family on mission is 
bound up in participating in God’s mission in the world and making disciples of Jesus.

Demonstrate the Gospel 
Just as Jesus came demonstrating the Kingdom through selfless acts of service, we 
should actively look for opportunities to meet the felt and real needs of our neighbors
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and community. We seek to become a blessing to our neighbors, and demonstrate the 
reality of God’s new Kingdom. When you look at Jesus, however, He did not simply 
stop at healing and meeting needs. He consistently spoke a true message of great 
hope to those whom He encountered. 

Declare the Gospel
City Group’s listen to and understand the stories of others in order to be able to tell 
the Gospel Story in ways that are Good News to those specific people. We want our 
communities to wrestle with and understand how to speak the good news of Jesus’ 
perfect life, His sacrificial death, and His resurrection in power so that it is indeed good 
news to their neighbors. 

A Neighborhood or Network of People
God’s grace in Jesus is good news for those in the church and those outside the 
church – we all need the Gospel! Just as the Father sent the Son to a specific time, 
place, and people, so the Spirit does with the church, sending us to a specific group 
of neighbors. A City Group is seeking to wrap their lives up with the neighborhood or 
network of people that God has placed them in. 

For us, a neighbor or someone in your network is anyone you cannot avoid who has 
needs that you have the resources to meet. These individuals may be those who live 
next door, those you work with, those you play with, or those whom you share some 
sort of affinity. They also may be someone you have little in common with but whom 
God has placed squarely in your path or specifically called or commanded you to care 
for. A City Group is a group of people who have a common set of people who need the 
Gospel and are intentionally living lives among them. 

More than a Bible Study 
A City Group by nature is intended to be more than a typical Bible study. For us, 
a City Group is not just a Bible study, it’s not just a fellowship group, it’s not just a 
social action club, it’s not just a support group, and it’s certainly not just a weekly 
meeting. A healthy City Group includes all of those things over time, but it’s a family of 
missionaries learning to follow Jesus in every area of their lives. 

A City Group is a group of people, a diverse family asking “What does loving my city 
and neighbor really look like?”, and realizing Jesus may ask far more of you than you 
ever thought. The great news though, is that we  are experiencing and knowing Jesus 
where He is on mission to the broken and lost. 

GOSPEL | Gospel-Centered
Gospel simply means “Good News. The Good News is that Jesus saves sinners, 
forgives sinners, and makes us NEW. At Radiant City, our church is not rooted in 
pragmatics or an innovative growth strategy; we are rooted in the 2000-year-old 
message that Jesus Christ came to be our substitute. He died in our place so that we 
can live through Him! At RC, we believe and say that “the Gospel is not the ABC’s of 
Christianity, but the A-Z of Christianity.” Let’s look at the Gospel and why our church 
must never drift from it.
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What’s the best news you received in the last year? How did it feel to hear   
 that something amazing had happened? 
2. If someone asked you, “What is the Gospel?”, what is the most basic and    
 simple answer you would give them? 
3. How does the Gospel message still impact you on a daily basis?

FOR NEXT TIME

Write out your “good news” story (testimony) of how Jesus saved you. What was your 
life like before Jesus and how has your life changed since placing your faith in Him? 
If you’ve already written out before, share it with someone this week who doesn’t yet 
know Jesus.

Jesus is our Hero, Always!

 [39] You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and 
it is they that bear witness about me, [40] yet you refuse to come to me that you may 
have life. – John 5:39-40 

The Gospel is both for the bad and the good.

[9] He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: [10] “Two men went up into the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. [11] The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. [12] I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.’ [13] But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, 
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ [14] I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” – Luke 18:9-14

The Gospel is for Believers and Unbelievers 

[15] So I am eager to preach the Gospel to you also who are in Rome. [16] For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel, for is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. – Romans 1:15-16 
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CLOSE IN PRAYER - Prayerful Dependence

It’s one thing for us to understand the Gospel, but we must respond to it. One of the 
ways that we respond to Jesus coming to save us is by simply praising Him. It is truly 
good news that God has chosen to forgive our sins, make us alive spiritually, and adopt 
us as His children!

In your group, close with prayer by having 2-3 people simply thanking God for what 
He has done for us. This is not just an extra activity, but the very thing that makes us a 
community. As a prayerfully dependent people “prayer must be our first response, not 
our last resort.”

GETTING PRACTICAL - How to share His story through your story

Each of us have a story to tell that starts off with a point of origin (creation), is filled 
with brokenness and blame (the fall), and yet by God’s grace Jesus came into our 
lives, saves us from our sin, and called us to Himself (redemption). Sharing our story 
is important because it helps us move from strangers to family. All of our stories are 
different, but there is one enemy (Satan and the effects of sin) and one hero (JESUS). 
When we hear other stories, we see just how much we have in common in the saving 
work of Christ, while also getting to see the beauty in God’s great story as we grow as 
his new creation!

Use the 4 sections and questions below to help you write out your story, which 
remember is His story

1. CREATION: Before I Accepted Christ 
 (or surrendered to Him as Lord and Savior)

Key Gospel Question: Who or what shaped your understanding of yourself - your 
sense of personal value and identity?
 What did my life revolve around the most? Where did I find my security and   
 happiness (the non-Christian is relying on something external to give him/her   
 happiness)?
 How did those areas begin to let me down? 

2. FALL: Before I Accepted Christ 
 (or surrendered to Him as Lord and Savior)

Key Gospel Question: How was your relationship with God and others not the way 
God created it to be? 
 What were some of your most painful experiences?
 What was broken in your life? Relationship? Behavior? Attitudes? Health?
 Who was to blame for this brokenness? How did you try to fix the brokenness?
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3. REDEMPTION: How I Received Christ 
 (or surrendered to Him as Lord and Savior)

Key Gospel Question: How did you come to put your faith and trust in Jesus?
 When was the first time you heard the Gospel?
 How did the Spirit lead you to put your faith in Jesus? Did He use people, the   
 Bible, a supernatural experience, difficult circumstances, or a powerful message? 
 What were some of the effects of your belief in Jesus? How did you begin   
 to experience God restoring you back to the way you were originally created? 

4. NEW CREATION: After I Accepted Christ 
 (surrendered to Him as Lord and Savior)
Key Gospel Question: What has changed and is changing in your life now? 
 What are you hoping will change next week, month, year, ten years?
 Who is the focus of your preferred version of the future?
 What are some specific ways you’ve seen the Spirit make you more like Jesus   
 (consider the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23)? 

Helpful Hints
 Write the way you speak; make the testimony yours.
 Practice until it becomes natural.
 For this exercise, keep it short 3-4 minutes.
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WEEK 2
SPIRITUAL FORMATION - 
Authentic Worship & Prayerful Dependence

Understand how we respond to the Gospel as a family.

Be equipped to meet with God and learn how to “hear His voice” 
through studying the Bible and prayer. 

Understand how the idea of Spiritual Formation happens in Gospel 
community. 

GOALS
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Who is someone you look up to or admire in the faith? We all have some one   
 that we appreciate because of their walk with Christ. What about their character   
 or relationship with God encourages you the most to keep pursuing Jesus?
2. Have you ever been a part of a Bible study or small group? If so, what’s been   
 impactful and beneficial about studying the Bible together? What has been   
 challenging or hard about it?
3. One or two people share with the group their story of how Jesus saved them.   
 (A great way to show people you care about them is asking questions, so ask any   
 clarifying questions you have, or share what encouraged you most about their   
 story!)

LARGE GROUP TEACHING

What is Spiritual Formation?
The Gospel is such wonderful news that we can’t help but respond in faith, repentance, 
and authentic worship. This means we look to Jesus for everything in our lives! To 
put it simply, we look at God (through His Word, through His people, and by His 
Spirit) trusting Him to spiritually form and shape us to look more like Jesus. We are 
committed to being a church that drives people to personal repentance and faith in 
Jesus for a changed and transformed life.

The Gospel puts an end to all earning, but not all effort. The good news of the 
Gospel is that you are not just saved from your sins, but that we, as a family, are being 
transformed into more of Christ’s likeness.

Grace is Our Motivation for Change
[11] For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, [12] training us 
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, [13] waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. – Titus 2:11-13

The Gospel is the lens through which we see the world

GETTING PRACTICAL - 
What does spiritual formation look like in a City Group?

In a City Group, we take time to read the scripture that will be preached on Sunday, 
study the Word of God, and talk about how we can personally apply the Word of God 
to our lives. At Radiant City, we believe in teaching in circles in City Groups, rather 
than rows like a classroom.
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. How do you typically hear from God? 
2. What are possible things that can get in the way or hinder us from pursuing Jesus?
3. How has the Gospel changed the way you see the world and treat other people?

FOR NEXT TIME

 REAP through 1 Corinthians 15:1-5

CLOSE IN PRAYER

God has given us His Word so that we can know and experience Him in our daily lives, 
but it’s up to us to actually open up the Bible and seek Jesus. In your group, close with 
prayer by having 2-3 people ask God to stir in our hearts and increase our affections 
for Jesus and that we would seek Him through reading His Word and praying together. 
Pursuing Jesus is not just something we do as a group, but we can also seek Him as 
individuals on a daily basis. Ask God to reveal Himself and speak to you as you REAP 
through scripture. 

One of the great advantages of studying the Bible as a family is not only do you get to 
learn from other people who will see things in the text that you may have missed, but 
you can also process how the Word of God applies to your life. 

1. “City Groups are not just Bible studies, but they do study the Bible.”
2. The Bible is God’s voice that speaks to us in the present. It is not a list of    
 outdated principles. If you want to hear God speak, read your Bible out loud. 
3. We study the Bible not because we want to look smart or spiritual, but because we  
 want to know the Author and perfector of our faith, obeying Him in all things. 
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GETTING PRACTICAL - REAP

Using the REAP method to hear from God outside of your City Group!

What is REAP?
REAP is a method for studying the Bible. It’s not the only one, but it is a helpful one. Its 
four steps—read, examine, apply, and pray—grounding you in the Bible. By reading it on 
a regular basis, you get to know the One who made you and loves you. At Radiant City 
we want to get into the Word, until the Word gets into us! 

How to REAP
In Matthew chapter 4, Jesus tells us that “Man does not live on bread alone, but from 
every word from the mouth of God.” Make and plan a time daily to spend with God 
and REAP heavenly treasure from His word. When you sit down for your daily time 
with God, just read the Bible as you normally would then use REAP to help you think 
through and process what you’re reading.

 Read: Start by praying that God would reveal Himself to you through His word that  
 day. Then pick a book of the Bible and begin reading 1-2 chapters a day. Each day,   
 write out the Bible verse that stood out the most to you.
 Examine: What does the text mean? Examine gets into the “why” and “how” of   
 the passage. It asks, “Who is the author, and what truth were they trying    
 to communicate to their audience?” Ask questions like: Who are the people in the   
 passage? What's happening? What does this text reveal about who God is? What   
 does this say about Man? Write down your thoughts, feelings, questions, or ideas   
 that come to mind when you’re reading.
 Apply: How should the text change me? How can you apply the observations and   
 lessons you learned so that it affects your life today? Getting practical with   
 the Bible helps it come alive in your life the rest of the day.
 Prayer: How can I pray the text back to God? Write out a prayer to God based on   
 what you just learned and ask Him to help you apply this truth in your life.
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WEEK 3
COMMUNITY - Diverse Family

Understand how we respond to each other in a Gospel community.

Have a biblical basis for understanding what it means to be a City 
Group family.

Walk away with practical ideas and next steps for cultivating 
community and fellowship in your City Group. 

GOALS
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Share with your City Group what you REAPed in 1 Corinthians 15:1-5.
2. What was your favorite family tradition or activity you had growing up? Maybe it   
 was a holiday tradition, how you celebrated birthdays, or annual family vacations.

How do we live as a “diverse family” in a City Group?

In a City Group, people learn to love one another, This means sharing each other’s 
burdens, praying for each other and forgiving each other as Christ forgave us. New 
people are not left out, but drawn in as they experience a community of people, the 
family of God, living in light of the Gospel 
(John 13:35, 1 Thessalonians 5:11).

1. City Groups care for one another in practical ways (prayer, meals, service).
2. Practice discipleship, hospitality, and generosity toward one another.
3. We make the time to build meaningful and lasting friendships through fun    
 activities together.

LARGE GROUP TEACHING

How the Gospel makes us a diverse family.
The church is not a place with programs, but a people with a purpose. The Gospel 
teaches us that God first moved toward us to call us into community with Himself. 
Through the redemptive work on the cross, Jesus not only reconciles us vertically to 
God the Father, but also horizontally with one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Together, we are a diverse family committed to loving each other well and doing life 
together. 

 [42] And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. [43] And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. [44] And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common. [45] And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. [46] 
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, [47] praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were 
being saved. – Acts 2:42-47
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. How do the rhythms and practices of the early church in Acts compare to your   
 experience of community and fellowship in a previous church or small group?
2. Why does this kind of community and familial living matter in our church and your   
 City Group?
3. As a group, brainstorm how your City Group can develop this kind of community.   
 What are some family rhythms you would like to see take place in your group?

GETTING PRACTICAL - DNA Groups

What are DNA Groups? 
DNA’s are an extension of Sunday morning gatherings and City Groups. They are a 
place where 3-5 people of the same gender gather on their own time to discover Jesus 
in the scriptures, nurture the truth of God in their hearts, and faithfully act on what the 
Spirit calls them to do. 

What is Discipleship? 
A disciple is a learner, a follower of Jesus. Disciples spend time with Jesus, learn from 
Jesus, and grow to look more like Jesus. “Discipleship is intentionally investing in 
someone after the point of salvation, growing them into a maturing believer, and then 
encouraging them to reproduce or replicate the process.” 

FOR NEXT TIME

Find a time to gather your City Group at someone’s house and share a meal together!  
After the meal, spend time praying for one another and ask God to help you cultivate a 
strong sense of fellowship and family in your City Group

CLOSE IN PRAYER

As Christian’s we are a part of God’s family! This means we live in and pursue Gospel 
community. In your group, close with prayer by having 2-3 people ask God to work 
in and among us to create a new Gospel family! May we be a spiritual family where 
we love, encourage, and spur one another on toward Christ and practice tangible 
examples of serving and caring for one another.
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Why are they important? 
A DNA Group is a place to be known by others in such a way that you can be 
completely honest with your joys and struggles, confess sin to each other, speak the 
truth of the gospel to one another, and point each other to Christ! DNA’s are NOT a 
class or a program. The groups will like to gather together for 12-18 months before 
multiplying and teaching others to do the same. 

You will do three things every week:

1. DISCOVER
 Led by the Holy Spirit, the group will study the Bible and ask the Four Questions:   
 Who is God, What has He done, Who are we, and How do we live? The Goal is   
 to teach the head so each person either learns or is reminded of the truth about   
 who God is, what He’s done, who we are, and how we live, every time the DNA   
 group meets. 

2. NURTURE 
 Led by the Holy Spirit, the group will repent and believe in the Gospel. The goal   
 is to shepherd the heart so each person is brought to repentance and renewed   
 faith every time the group meets. 
  Confess our sins to one another (James 5:16)
  Repent before God (Revelation 3:19)
  Turn back toward Jesus in faith (Hebrews 12:1-2)
  Experience the ongoing forgiveness and cleansing of Jesus (1John 1:9)
  Observe the fruit of the Spirit being produced in our lives as a result    
  (Galatians 5:16-25) 

Questions to ask: 
  What are you trusting in besides God? 
  How have you been resisting God?
  What is isolating you from God and other relationships? 
  How have you been stewarding your time? 
  How have you battled temptation? 
  How has anger or anxiety shown up this week? Conflict with anyone? 

3. ACT 
 Led by the Holy Spirit, the group will listen and obey as He calls us to bear fruit in   
 keeping with repentance. The goal is to empower the hands so that in light of his   
 or her repentance each person knows what to do and who to tell every time   
 the group meets. 

 Talk about how your relationships and spiritual conversations have gone with your   
 non-believing friends, family, and coworkers. Share how you plan to share the good  
 news of Jesus with these people and weave them into your community or City   
 Group. Then pray for them by name for God to save them.
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WEEK 4
MISSION - Multiply Disciples

Learn how Jesus taught us to make disciples and how that teaches 
City Groups to live on mission.

Begin to define your City Group’s shared mission. 

Establish a time and place to continue to meet as a City Group during 
the week!  

GOALS
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What’s your favorite sport or hobby to do with others?
2. One person shares with the group their story of how Jesus saved them.

LARGE GROUP TEACHING

What is our mission?
Radiant City's vision is to push back darkness in South Florida and beyond, with the 
light of Jesus! Our church mission statement is to multiply disciples and churches. 
We do this by sending out each one of our City Groups around a defined and shared 
mission – seeking to love, serve, and make disciples of neighborhoods and networks of 
people in South Florida. 

Our Mission Starts with Identity, Not Activity
 [17] Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come… [20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. – 2Corinthians 5:17,20

Make Disciples of Jesus
 [18] And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” – Matthew 28:18-20

We are Missionaries with a Kingdom Post 
[26] And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the 
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place. 
– Acts 17:26

[8] So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only 
the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. 
– 1Thessalonians 2:8

How do we live as a family on mission in a City Group?

A City Group is devoted to living on mission with God. Each City Group has a defined 
and shared mission that is made up of a neighborhood or network of people. For 
example: single parents, the medical community, college students, internationals, 
young families with kids, or neighbors who live on your block or in your school district. 
This mission is a blessing to be a part of, as we get to take part in God’s redemptive 
work in people’s lives (Matthew 28:18-20)
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. How does Jesus instruct his disciples to make disciples?
2. Have you ever seen yourself as a missionary? What are your thoughts when you   
 think about being an ambassador for Christ to your friends, family, and coworkers?
3. What would you say is your kingdom post?

1. City Groups participate in existing community events organized by neighborhood   
 groups, non-profits, or businesses (i.e. Olympic Heights sporting events, Boys   
 and Girls Club, etc.).
2. Help plan and organize service projects or events that meet a need in your   
 community and area (i.e. Trends Neighborhood Block Party, neighborhood park   
 clean up, etc.).
3. Practice Third Place and invite people to your City Group gatherings so that   
 they can engage in spiritual conversations, hear the Gospel, take part in prayer,   
 and experience the family of God.

FOR NEXT TIME

Set up a time to reach out to your City Group and begin praying about which 
neighborhood or network of people God may be calling you to. If you have yet to 
solidify which City Group you’ll be joining, begin praying for God to lead you. Two 
helpful decision-making elements for selecting a City Group are (1) proximity to the 
group and (2) the mission of the group.  

CLOSE IN PRAYER

As Christian’s we are each invited by Jesus personally to become fishers of men and 
women! Jesus invites us on mission as His missionaries! This means we actively engage 
in mission wherever we live, learn, work, and play pursuing Jesus and pursuing those 
yet to place their faith in Him. In your group, close with prayer by having 2-3 people 
ask God to work reveal people who you can begin to pray for and practically share the 
love of Christ with. Ask that God would give you Gospel motivation to have a heart for 
the lost and those far from Him. 
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GETTING PRACTICAL - Third Place

What is Third Place?
A Third Place is neutral ground that is informal and non-committal. It naturally fits into 
the rhythms of your lost friends’ lives, and we do it regularly.

So where do we gather for a Third Place? It depends on the people you’re trying to 
reach. Ask the question, “where do people already spend time and naturally go? How 
can we gather there?”

For those of you who work downtown, this may be an after work happy hour and off 
appetizers. Downtown professionals naturally gather there after their workday. For 
some of you moms with younger kids, this might be a park where other moms and kids 
play throughout the day.

A third place creates space where someone can belong to before they believe. We 
want to do it regularly, and invite those who don’t know Jesus to participate often.

As a group, brainstorm different missional opportunities and Third Places your City 
Group can engage with. Think about where you live, work, play. Partner with different 
neighborhood activities or non-profits that you can serve.



25





27

WEEK 5
ESSENTIALS - 
5 Essentials for Effective Mission

Understand the significance of living missionally in everyday life. 

Learn to equip others to live as a family on mission 
(with the emphasis on mission).

Establish specific, consistent, and focused rhythms for your City 
Group.

GOALS
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. When you hear the word missions or missionary, what’s the first thing that  comes   
 to mind? 
2. Have you ever gone on a international mission trip before? What were some of the  
 regular things you did together on the trip as a team? 
3. How often do you find yourself praying for your friends and family who don’t know   
 Jesus? 

LARGE GROUP TEACHING

5 Essentials for Effective Mission 

One of the most common questions people are asking within the local church is 
how do we help equip or how do we live as a family on mission? I want to suggest 
five essential areas that often lack clarity, intentionality, and focus.  People, Places, 
Proclamation, Plan, Prayer

People
Who are the specific non-Christian people (approximately ten to fifteen) you believe 
God has called your group to pursue and give their best time, love, prayer, and tangible 
service to throughout the week? 

Your group needs to discern together prayerfully who God is calling you to pursue 
together. These could be: 

 Immediate neighbors
 Neighbors you met at a block party or event. 
 People you met at a local park or beach or coffee shop
 People you met through your kids’ school, kid’s sports, or extracurricular activities
 Coworkers from your company
 People you met through one of your hobbies (running, music, crafting, CrossFit,   
 fishing, other outdoor activities). 
 People you’ve helped because of a tangible need they had (health issues, financial   
 issues, marital issues, babysitting, meals, car problems, house problems)

Places
Where are the specific places and relational contexts your group will commit to love 
and pursue these people regularly? 

Your group needs to discern prayerfully the best times, places, and ways to spend time 
with people.
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The key is to determine when and where you can spend time with them consistently 
and as a group – minimum of two to three points of contact each month. Things like: 

 Grilling at someone’s house every Friday. 
 Hosting a Monday night or Sunday afternoon football party for men in the   
 neighborhood. 
 Meeting at the same park or beach for play dates on Tuesday mornings. 
 Picnics every Friday night (try to do it the same time most weeks). 
 Joining a gym class, running, biking, or hiking group that has a consistent schedule. 
 Being consistent at the same coffee shops, pubs, or restaurants. Volunteering at   
 your kids’ school, sports team, or club. 
 Becoming part of your neighborhood watch group or HOA. 

Proclamation
How will your group specifically proclaim the Gospel through word and deed on a 
regular basis to these people you’re deepening friendship with? 

Your group needs to discern prayerfully how to demonstrate and talk about the love of 
Jesus practically, creatively, and genuinely on a regular basis. 

For example, to demonstrate the Gospel you could: 
 Drop off fresh baked cookies, bread, a pie. 
 Provide a meal on a night when you know they are extra busy. 
 Provide multiple meals during a time they are sick, are changing jobs, or have some  
 other stressful circumstance. 
 Give them a gift card or cards to go out for coffee or on a date with their spouses. 
 Help them with a house project, yard project, garden project. 
 Help fix something or clean something. 

To proclaim the Gospel into those relationships verbally, you could: 
 Invite them to study the Bible together one-on-one or with a few others in a group. 
 Have a discussion about practical things such as marriage, parenting, or finances   
 from a Biblical perspective. 
 Ask them to tell you a thirty-minute version of their life story. 
 Invite them to experience something like the Story of God. 
 Ask them if there is anything you can be praying for. 
 Tell them practical stories of how God is changing the lives of people around you   
 and your group.  
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Plan 
What is the specific weekly and monthly plan your group has to live life together with 
the intentionality and focus identified above? 

Your City Group needs to discern prayerfully how to organize your lives and create a 
plan to live together with this intentionality. Great intentions without a specific plan 
usually lead to a lack of fruitfulness. 
Be specific. Be consistent. Be focused. Your group doesn’t need to commit to ten 
things on a monthly basis. Do a few things regularly with the same people, and do them 
well. Remember, the goal is to go as deep as possible in the relationship with the ten to 
fifteen people God has called your group to love and serve. 

In your planning be specific about the day, time, and place where things will happen so 
that your City Group can plan their monthly schedule accordingly and can invite their 
friends to things in advance (when we invite people to things last-minute, we shouldn’t 
be surprised when they say no). 

Determine the weeknights your friends are most available and make plans that are 
consistent on those nights and are reasonable and life-giving for tired and busy people 
(especially if they have kids). 

Prayer
How will your group pray for these people, places, and details in a focused way? Your 
group needs to discern prayerfully when, where, how, and for whom you will pray for. 
Prayer is the power that helps change hearts and minds leading to transformed lives. 
Prayer fuels the mission and must be our first response, not our last resort. 

Create a prayer plan that is specific about each person you’re praying for, how you 
are praying for them, and how often you’re committed to praying for them. Determine 
times you pray for these people together as a group, as well as praying for them on 
your own. You can remind one another via emails, text, Facebook, or more. 

GROUP DISCUSSION - 5 Questions

Use this space to fill out the answers and commitments you can make in the next 
season, quarter, or semester of the ways of engaging your shared life on mission with 
specific people. Prayerfully process each question and refer to the article above for 
ideas. 

1. Who are the specific people God has called us to love, pursue, and pray for? 

 Who are the ten to fifteen people your City Group will focus on?
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2. Where are the specific places we are loving and pursuing these people? 

 As you think about the group of people you’ve identified, there are already   
 probably many places you’ve spent time with them. What are those places? 

3. How are we proclaiming the Gospel to these people regularly through word and   
 deed? 

 Think of how you can demonstrate and proclaim the Gospel in radically generous   
 ways to the ten to fifteen people your group has identified. 

4. What’s our weekly and monthly plan that is keeping us focused on the people   
 we’re sent to?

 Be specific. Be consistent. Be focused.

5. How are we praying for these people and details in a focused way? 

 Create a prayer plan that is specific for each person you’re praying for,    
 how you are praying for them, and how often you’re committed to praying for them.

FOR NEXT TIME

REAP Matthew 5:13-16

CLOSE IN PRAYER

Jesus commanded us to GO and MAKE disciples. This happens in our everyday lives 
and it’s easy to miss chances to share the good news of Jesus with our friends, family, 
and coworkers. In your group, close with prayer by having 2-3 people ask God to give 
you a defined mission that your City Group goes after to make disciples for Christ. 
Invite the Holy Spirit to give and make you aware of chances to help those around you 
see Jesus in real, tangible ways.
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WEEK 6
PLAN TO COMMISSION

Identify City Group Name

Walk through your City Group plan and rhythms

Ask any additional questions you may have regarding City Groups 
and your new group. 

GOALS
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What are the biggest takeaways that you are taking away from this training? 
2. What anxieties or concerns are you having about launching or joining a New City   
 Group? 
3. Share your REAP from over last week on Matthew 5:13-16

LARGE GROUP TEACHING

Planning as a family to Commission NEW City Groups
“When we plan well, we live proactive lives, which is life-giving not stress producing. 
When we don’t plan well we live reactive lives, which is not life-giving and life-sucking.”

Time and Place
By now, your City Group has already met during the week as a large group. Review 
everyone’s schedules and decide on the best time and location to regularly meet. Some 
City Groups find it helpful to rotate homes, but we encourage you to find a consistent 
time and location to meet during the week. People like predictable rhythms and this 
can help your new City Group grow as a family!

Monthly Rhythms 
You want to regularly engage in rhythms that will help you live as a diverse family, 
engage in authentic worship and prayerful dependence, and live on mission. In order 
to do so you will have to be a gospel-centered people. Setting regular family rhythms 
around these core values and our mission as a church, will keep you rooted in Jesus 
and devoted to making disciples! As a group right now, set up a monthly schedule with 
these in mind. There are at least 4 weeks in any given month, so a possible monthly 
rhythm could look like this:

1. Week 1 – CG Bible Study (authentic worship & prayerful dependence) 
2. Week 2 – Family Meal (diverse family) 
3. Week 3 – CG Bible Study (authentic worship & prayerful dependence)
4. Week 4 – In Action (mission) 

OR 

1. Week 1 –Family Meal                                       
2. Week 2 – Men CG Bible Study             
3. Week 3 – Women CG Bible Study             
4. Week 4 – 3rd Place 

Share Stories
Throughout Group Launch several people in your City Group shared their stories of 
how Jesus rescued them! Each week continue to have one person share their story at 
the beginning of each City Group gathering. This will be a great way to get to know
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people and praise God for the work He has done in people’s lives! Make a plan to do 
so. 

City Group Name
As you think about your new City Group’s mission or neighborhood, or shared 
interests, what would be a good name for you City Group? The name will be a good 
reminder to you and others looking for a City Group of the mission God has given you.

GETTING PRACTICAL

Celebration and Q&A

CLOSE IN PRAYER

Jesus commanded us to GO and MAKE disciples. It is our sincere prayer to be a 
disciple-making church, filled with people who make disciples that make disciples. In 
order for this to happen we will have to be motivated by the Gospel to  share the good 
news of Jesus with our friends, family, and coworkers. In your group, close with prayer 
by having 2-3 people ask God to do immeasurably more than we could ever ask or 
imagine in your City Group. That we would grow as a family in the Gospel and live as a 
family on mission for Jesus sake. 
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THE "ONE ANOTHERS" OF SCRIPTURE (59)

"...Be at peace with each 
other."
Mark 9:50

"...Wash one another's 
feet."
John 13:14

"...Love one another..."
John 13:34a

"...Love one another..."
John 13:34b

"...Love one another..."
John 13:35

"...Love one another..."
John 15:12

"...Love one another..."
John 15:17

"Be devoted to one 
another in brother love..."
Romans 12:10

"...Honor one another 
above yourselves."
Romans 12:10

"Live in harmony with one 
another..."
Romans 12:16

"...Love one another..."
Romans 13:8

"...Stop passing judgement 
on one another."
Romans 14:13

"Accept one another, then, 
just as Christ accepted 
you..."
Romans 15:7

"...Instruct one another."
Romans 15:14

"Greet one another with a 
holy kiss..."
Romans 16:16

"...When you come 
together to eat, wait for 
each other."
1 Corinthians 11:33

"...Have equal concern for 
each other."
2 Corinthians 12:25

"...Greet one another with 
a holy kiss."
1 Corinthians 16:20

"Greet one another with a 
holy kiss."
2Corinthians 13:12

"...Serve one another in 
love."
Galatians 5:13

"If you keep on biting and 
devouring each other...you 
will be destroyedby each 
other."
Galatians 5:15

"Let us not become 
conceited, provoking and 
envying each other..."
Galatians 5:26
"Carry each other's 
burdens..."
Galatians 6:2

"...Honor one another 
above yourselves."
Romans 12:10

"...Be patient, bearing with 
one another in love."
Ephesians 4:2

"Be kind and 
compassionate to one 
another..."
Ephesians 4:32

"...Forgiving each other..."
Ephesians 4:32

"Speak to one another 
with psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs..."
Ephesians 5:19

"Submit to one another out 
of reverence for Christ."
Ephesians 5:21

"...In humility consider 
others better than 
yourselves."
Philippians 2:3

"Do not lie to each other..."
Colossians 3:13
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"...Forgive whatever 
grievances you may have 
against one another."
Colossians 3:13

"...Teach...(one another)."
Colossians 3:16

"...Admonish one another..."
Colossians 3:16

"...Make your increase and 
overflow for each other."
1 Thessalonians 3:12

"...Love each other..."
1 Thessalonians 4:9

"...Encourage each other..."
1 Thessalonians 4:18

"...Encourage each other..."
1 Thessalonians 5:11

"...Build each other up..."
1 Thessalonians 5:11

"Encourage one another 
daily..."
Hebrews 3:13

"...Spur one another on 
towards love and good 
deeds."
Hebrews 10:24

"...Encourage one another."
Hebrews 10:25

"...Do not slander one 
another..."
James 4:11

"Don't grumble against 
each other..."
James 5:9

"Confess your sins to each 
other..."
James 5:16

"...Pray for each other."
James 5:16

"...Love one another 
deeply, from the heart."
1 Peter 3:8

"...Live in harmony with one 
another..."
1 Peter 3:8

"...Love each other 
deeply..."
1 Peter 4:8

"Offer hospitality to 
one another without 
grumbling."
1 Peter 4:9

"Each one should use 
whatever gift he has 
received to serve others..."
1 Peter 4:10

"...Clothe yourselves 
with humility toward one 
another..."
1 Peter 5:5

"Greet one another with a 
kiss of love."
1 Peter 5:14

"...Love one another."
1 John 3:11

"...Love one another."
1 John 3:23

"...Love one another."
1 John 4:7

"...Love one another."
1 John 4:11

"...Love one another."
1 John 4:12

"...Love one another."
1 John 5
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CITY GROUP DIAGRAMS

City Group Diagram - Integrated Living

The heart of a City Group

Authentic Worship & Prayer
Spiritual Formation

Diverse Family Evangelical 
Mission

DNA Groups Evangelism

CG

3rd
Place

To push back darkness in South Florida and 
beyond with the light of Jesus.Vision

Worship 
& Prayer

Diverse
Family

Bible Prayer &
Worship

DNA
Groups

3rd
Place

Care &
Hospitality

Fellowship
& Meals

Serving &
Evangelism

Multiply
Disciples

Mission 
& Values

Rhythms
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DISCIPLESHIP PATHWAY

R A D I A N T  C I T Y ’ S
D I S C I P L E S H I P

PAT H WAY

GATHER as the FLOCK
On Sunday Mornings

LIVE as FAMILY
In City Groups of 12-30

SERVE in the FIELDS
Mulitplying Disciples

BECOME FISHERS of Men
In D.N.A. Groups of 3-5
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