
 
August 1, 2021 

Families, 

My heart is overwhelmed with happiness as I write to you!  I have MISSED your little ones so much (and 

can’t wait to meet the new students)!  Times have definitely been challenging over the last 18 months 

but knowing that I have the privilege of seeing your babies in just a few weeks, brings me immense joy.  

Welcome letters from your child’s new teacher will be going out by the end of next week but before you 

hear from them, I wanted you to hear from me.  So that you can decipher what I am speaking about in 

the following information, here are explanations of the acronyms used:  American Academy of Pediatrics 

(AAP), Department of Health (DOH) and Department of Early Learning (DEL). 

I have loved hearing from so many of you individually.  I have enjoyed the conversations and email 

correspondence; hearing your concerns, questions and comments about reopening in the middle of a 

pandemic.  Many of you have voiced very valid concerns, others have been incredibly gracious in your 

encouragement for us to reopen our doors.  Our Administration and School Board has been working 

diligently behind the scenes to ensure that we offer the safest environment possible for your children.  

As laid out by the DOH, “The Safe Start plan for reopening Washington State does not address 

childcare or education. Child care has remained open and may continue to operate.”  Due to 

the fact that our state license through DEL labels us as “child care”, we have been told that we may 

move forward with opening preschool in September. 

I am planning on keeping preschool doors open as long as I am allowed, therefore, I find it imperative to 

communicate with all of you, on the policy changes, new procedures and safety measures we will take.  

These come from CDC and DOH recommendations, questions and answers laid out on AAP, and new 

guidelines given to me by our licensor at DEL. If there is anything that I do not address in this letter, or if 

you have any questions or concerns after reading this, please do not hesitate to reach out.  Since I am 

busily buzzing around the school, email is always the fastest way for me to respond since I am not 

typically in my office to answer the phone.   

Touchless Sign-in/Sign-out:  We will be using ProCare Connect (previously Kinderlime) as our electronic 

attendance system this year.  Every parent and/or guardian that will be dropping of and/or picking up 

a student must download this app on their phone before the first day of school.  It is a licensing 

requirement to track attendance of students in our care, and due to COVID, we are doing away with 

passing a clipboard from parent to parent.  We will be unable to allow a child to be dropped off if the 

parent/guardian is not registered with this system, and is unable to electronically sign in their child on 

the first day of school.  Before the last week of August, you will receive an email requiring completion of 

registration and assigning you a pin.  Please make sure to look for this email and complete registration 

before the first day of school.   

Drop-Off Procedures:  Drop-off will occur on the sidewalk in front of the preschool playground, just 

south of the main office entrance.  Posts will be labeled with teacher’s names.  Please walk your child to 

the appropriate post. Every morning at drop-off, you will sign your child in through ProCare Connect and 

a COVID questionnaire will appear.  Please be honest in your answers.  Once you have answered the 

questionnaire, and signed your child in, it will register in our system that your child has been signed into 

our care.  A staff member will then use a touchless thermometer before the student is allowed to enter  



 
 

the building.  Once the student is cleared, the staff member will walk them to their classroom where 

they will begin their day. 

Starting the Day and Classroom Supplies:  Students will put their backpack and jacket in their personal 

cubby in the hallway.  They will remove their snack, lunch and water bottle and bring it into the 

classroom.  Tables will be labeled with colored masking tape, marking off a child’s personal desk area.  

They will have a pack, labeled with their name, on the back of their chair where they can place their 

lunch, snack and water bottle.   They will also find their own pencil pouch with all classroom supplies, 

such as:  crayons, markers, scissors, pencils and glue.  There will be NO communal classrooms supplies 

this year. Once a child has put their items away, they will then wash their hands with soap and water 

before engaging in classroom activities. 

Naptime:  Naptime cots are assigned to a specific child and marked with their name.  During naptime, 

children will be appropriately spaced apart from one another and cots will be setup with a “head-to-toe” 

design.  A child is permitted to bring 1 small blanket and 1 pillow AND/OR stuffed animal that will be 

stored in individual bins.  Cots will be sanitized daily and nap items will be sent home on Fridays for 

cleaning.   

Ventilation and Masks:  Windows will be open as long as weather permits.  Masks must be worn by all 

students over the age of 5.  Per the DOH, as soon as your child turns 5 years of age, they are expected to 

have 2 masks with them at school, at all times.  As long as the weather allows us to do so, we will do as 

much of our learning outdoors as possible.   

Class Sizes:  All of our classes will have between 10-18 students.  I am doing my very best to keep class 

sizes between 12-14.  Currently the average class size for preschool is 12.  

Health Procedures and Protocol:  If a child has been ill with a fever, they will not be permitted to return 

to school until 72 hours after the fever broke, without the use of Tylenol or other fever reducer.  If a child 

is showing any signs of COVID, they will be moved to designated room and a parent and/or guardian will 

be called to pick up the child immediately.  Every student must have a minimum of 2 emergency 

contacts on file, other than parents.   

Show-and-Tell:  Items from home will not be permitted and there will be no show-and-tell this year. 

Hand Sanitizer:  Proper handwashing with soap and water will be done frequently and will be our main 

form of COVID fighting hygiene.  If on the playground, or handwashing is not readily available, a 70% 

Isopropyl based hand sanitizer will be used.   

First Week of School:  Due to the need of maintaining proper social distancing and allowing parents to 

walk their child to class on the first day of school, you will be assigned a “first day” either on the 2nd, 3rd 

or 4th of September.  Since we are unable to host preschool playground night and the Back-to-School 

Social this year, we want to make sure that parents have time to meet their child’s teachers and ask any 

necessary questions.  You will receive a welcome letter from your child’s teacher by next Friday, August 

7th, and the letter will address which students will come which days.  The following week, September 

10th, regular drop-off procedures will begin.   



 
 

*Please Note:  On the first day of school, parents will be permitted to walk their child to the classroom 

but will be required to have their temperatures checked by a staff member before admittance into the 

building.  They must follow the one-way traffic flow signs and keep to the social distancing guidelines 

of maintaining 6 feet from other adults. * 

 

I appreciate everyone’s encouragement, support and patience during this time, and as we start a new 

school year with unusual challenges.  As always, if there is anyway I can further support you and your 

children, please never hesitate to reach out. 

 

 

In His Service, 

Alysha Abrams 
Preschool Principal 
AlyshaA@HCABothell.org 
 

 

 

 


