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October Worship 

October’s  
Second Mile  
O�ering   

is for  

Christmas Gifts  
for Missionaries 

Phone: 931-0243      e-mail: o�ce@northminsterchurch.org       website: www.northminsterchurch.org 

September 8 - October 20 Sermon Series 
Build the Front Porch! 

Sunday, October 6 
World Communion Sunday    
Matthew 5:13-16 
“Knowing What You’re Here For” 

 

Sunday, October 13 
Ezekiel 22:23-30 
“Repairers of the Breach”  

 

Sunday, October 20 - Celebration Sunday 
Matthew 28:16-20 
“Day to Day Repairing” 

 

October 27 - November 24 Sermon Series 
Backbone/Grit 

Sunday, October 27 
Genesis 50:15-21 
“Joseph: Betrayal” 

 

 



from Greg Kennedy, Pastor/Head of Sta� Session Highlights 

In September, Your Session: 

• Welcomed Elder Karen 
Friedho3 to 4ll an opening 
on Session. 

• Reviewed plans for this 
year’s stewardship cam-
paign.  The campaign will 
run from September 8 
through October 20, 2019 
with emphasis on the 
theme:  Build the Front 
Porch.  Four of those six 
weeks will focus on the big 
picture of stewardship: to 
be a welcoming church 
with new initiatives. 

• Reviewed plans for new 
signage, to be installed in 
and around our building 
over the next four weeks.  
The goal is to more easily 
direct visitors to key areas. 

• Appropriated $4,100 from 
the General Fund to strip 
and apply 4 coats of wax to 
our tile >oors. 

Ponderings from the doorway. 
 
Our theme for the next year is 
“Build the Front Porch!”  It has 
gripped me more and more as I 
ponder it.  I feel a sense of set-
tled urgency that I and we 
need spend more time focus-
ing our energies on that place 
where the church meets the 
world – the front porch.  Histor-
ical in the church we have 
done this in three areas physi-
cal care, evangelism, and dia-
logue.  Yet, when I think of the 
front porch I am not thinking of 
the “us and them-ness” of 
those ministries.  I am think of 
the pronoun – we.  There is a 
di3erence between doing 
something FOR another and 
doing something WITH anoth-
er.  I am attracted to the latter.    
 
As the Church experiences the 
pressure of decline.  We are 
tempted to develop a defen-
sive and inward posture.  The 
impulse is to conserve, protect, 
and hoard.  We aspire to devel-
op defense mechanisms only 
rivaled by porcupines.  Like a 
porcupine we shout to the 
world, “Back o3!”  This instinct 
of self-preservation ironically 
accomplishes the opposite of 
what we expect, speeding up 
our demise rather than slowing 
it down.  This reaction atro-
phies make mission impossible 
or at least improbable – simply 
because we are facing the 
wrong way.  This posture com-
municates to the world we 
serve a small, dying, mostly 
irrelevant God. 
 
So we need, and always need 
to be building a front porch. 
This commitment keeps us fac-
ing outward, engaged with our 

community, and it con-

fesses our faith in an active, 
living and necessary God.  
Building the front porch feels 
bold, not quite as bold as Noah 
building an ark in the desert, 
but bold none-the-less.   
On the front porch we see 
things and people we do not 
see on our back decks, or in 
our living rooms.  We see peo-
ple out there.  We might even 
wonder what’s going on in 
their souls.  I heard an inter-
view with Julian Barnes, the 
celebrated English writer.  
Barnes is an agnostic who was 
once an atheist.  You might say 
he chooses not to believe in a 
more humble fashion.  But he 
was asked why faith was wo-
ven into his books. This was his 
answer, “I don’t believe in God, 
but I miss him.”  I want to read 
his works for that line alone.  I 
think he describes perfectly 
the functional but hollow exist-
ence that the secular word 
o3ers. 
 
We (our culture) are pushing 
God to the edges of our socie-
ty, but at a fundamental level 
it’s not working.  It has left peo-
ple hollow, even exclusive hu-
manist intellectual elites like 
Julian Barnes.  Jesus looked 
out at the multitude and felt 
compassion, for they were like 
sheep without a shepherd.  We 
are here for each other, but 
also for those trapped in the 
malaise, the discontent of our 
time.  Come on out on the front 
porch!  It may being raining, 
but the porch has a roof.   
 
God Bless, 
 
 
 
 Greg 
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The Presbytery of Cincinnati  

invites you to attend the  

Service of Installation 

of the  

Rev. Nancy Ross-Zimmerman  

to the o�ce of  

Senior Pastor  

at Lakeside Presbyterian Church 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 

1:00 p.m. 

Lakeside Presbyterian Church 

2690 Dixie Highway 

Lakeside Park, Kentucky 

www.lakesidechurch.org 
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Bible Believers Adult Study 
meet Sundays in the Library at 
9:15 A.M. For questions contact 
Harry Stone (563-8266 or 
hstone6148@aol.com) 

 
Men’s Bible Study meets on 
Fridays at 6:15 A.M. in Room 5 
for Bible Study and breakfast.  
 
Men’s First Thursday Lunch 
Group will meet on October 3 
at 12 noon at the Perkins on 
Hamilton Ave. For questions 
contact Gordon Jewett at 782-
6437 or dgordj@gmail.com.  
 

Adult Opportunities 

Men’s Ministry 

 Sunday Bible Study Book Discussion Group 

Financial Report Through August 
         
     YTD actual  YTD Budget    % of Total    Previous Year      % of Total Budget 
         Budget YTD           YTD previous year 
Revenue                 $ 666,906        $  636,241          60.30%              $  676,002               63.48% 
Expense                 $  682,575     $  762,346          60.27%        $  678,173                 62.20%  
Surplus/(Deficit)                  ($    15,669)                                                             ($       2,171) 

The 50+ Group 
welcomes back 
Joyce Browning, 
4rst person living 
history presenter, 
on Thursday, Oc-
tober 17.  She will 
portray Mary Cunningham, 
known as the Cincinnati Body 
Snatcher from the 1870’s... who 
procured cadavers for the Col-
lege of Medicine. Lunch will be 
served at 12:00 Noon in Disci-
ples’ Hall, cost $6.00. Reserva-
tions can be made in the Com-
mons on Sundays, October 6 & 
13, or contact the church – 931-
0243 or o�ce@nmpchurch.org 
– by Monday, October 14.   

Women’s Outreach Choir 

This month the 
Book Discussion 
Group will read 
“Grandma Gate-
woods Walk” by 
Ben Montgom-
ery. Join the 
group on 
Wednesday, 
October 16 at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Lounge.  

50+ Group 

The Women’s Outreach Choir will resume rehearsals on Tuesday, 
October 15 from 9:30-11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. If you would like 
to join this fun group of women of various ages who like to sing 
and share God’s love, please see Sandy Holzman, Carolyn Miller, 
or just  come to the 4rst rehearsal. 



Journey to Hope 

 All support and coach-
ing groups at Journey to Hope 
are open to the greater Cincin-
nati community. Please share 
this information freely with an-
yone who could bene4t from 
any of our programs.  
 You will 4nd details 
about each group on our web-
site: www.jtoh.org  
 Your pre-registration is 
essential for us to plan for ma-
terials and group leadership. 
We would prefer that you regis-
ter at Eventbrite: 
jtoh.eventbrite.com, but you 
may also still register by calling 
or e-mailing Diane Kinsella 
(dkinsella@jtoh.org or 931-5777). 
 
MONTHLY GROUPS 
 
Caregivers’ Support Group - 
Sunday, October 6 from 3:30 – 
5 PM. Join us if you’re involved 
in any aspect of caregiving for 
a loved one!   
 
Chronic Pain Support Group - 
Monday, October 7 from 7-8:30 
PM. Our group is for anyone 
dealing with chronic pain who 
would also like resources for 
managing/handling it better.  
 
Crohn’s Colitis Support Group  
Thursday, October 3 from 7-
8:30 P.M. Welcome to our new 
meeting time this month! This 
group is for anyone dealing 
with Crohn’s Disease, Ulcera-
tive Colitis, or In>ammatory 

Bowel Disease and 
their loved ones.  

 

Diabetic Support Group  -
Wednesday, October 16 from 
1:30 – 3 PM Registered Dieti-
cian Jan Weber shares dietary 
and exercise strategies for 
managing diabetes.  
 
Diabetes Education Class – 
CHANGE IN DATE Thursday, 
October 17 from 7-8:30 PM 
This program of diabetes edu-
cation can be the start of a 
journey to living well with dia-
betes.  Jan Hunter, RN, BSN, 
and CDE (Certi4ed Diabetes 
Educator) is leading this group. 
This month’s topic: Diabetes 
Medications    
 
OCTOBER GROUPS 
 
Grief Coaching Group - Tues-
day, October 1 from 7-8:30 PM 
for 5 weeks (Limited to 8) While 
we all experience grief at 
points in our lives, it can often-
times feel isolating, as though 
no one “gets” what we are ex-
periencing. Our coaches are 
equipped to help you discover 
your strength and ability to re-
cover. We will focus on the 
present moment & the free-
dom that comes when we re-
fuse to allow ourselves to get 
caught up in “what ifs” and 
fears loss presents. 
 
Rising Strong in the Job 
Search - @ Kenton County Li-
brary on Wednesday, October 
2 from 6:30 – 8:30 PM for 8 
weeks (Limited to 10)  

• Ever challenged to get up 
and “out there” every day 
to be productive in your 
search? 

• Do you feel alone and/or 
vulnerable? 

• Have a hard time promot-
ing yourself? 

• Would you like to build 
your resiliency to keep 4 

‘eating the elephant,’ one 
bite at a time? 

If you answered yes to any of 
these questions, you belong to 
this group! 
 
The physics of vulnerability is 
simple: If we are brave 
enough, often enough, we 
will fall.   Rising Strong is a 
program about what it takes to 
get back up and how owning 
our stories of struggle gives us 
the power to write a daring 
new ending…and land the job 
we really want! Struggle can 
be our greatest call to courage 
and the clearest path to a 
wholehearted life. We’ll use 
Brené Brown’s Rising Strong 
Curriculum for this group. Led 
by Diane Kinsella, Certi4ed 
Daring Way Facilitator. Cost: 
$25, to cover cost of text and 
workbooks.  
 
Medicare Made Clear (Single 
Session)  - Wednesday, Octo-
ber 2 from 7-8 PM  OR Tues-
day, October 8 from 1:30 – 
2:30 PM Whether you’re just 
starting to navigate the Medi-
care system – either for your-
self or for a loved one – or per-
haps you’re interested in mak-
ing changes during the Open 
Enrollment Period, this session 
will provide you with the infor-
mation you need to move for-
ward. Come prepared with 
questions for Anita Berry, Your 
Medicare Plan Coach.  
 
Mess Mender Series: Creating 
a Functional Home OFce 
(Single Session) Tuesday, Oc-
tober 8 from 7-8 P.M. Cost: 
$10 Learn techniques for ar-
ranging your space more 
e3ectively to control your pa-
per and manage your time.  
 
                   (continued on page 5) 



JtoH (cont.) 

On Sunday, October 6 stop by 
Fellowship Commons between 
services to meet  Laura Eng-
leman  and James Dillaman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura Engleman 
Moderator 

Laura loves to work with chil-
dren and also serves on North-
minster’s VBS  as well as Child 
Watch.  Laura & Chad have 
been married since 2002 and 
have two beautiful children – 
Madeline & Benjamin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Dillaman 
Zone: Floater 

James is  a seminary student 
under care of the Presbytery of 
Cincinnati. He has served on 
the worship team, student min-
istries team and nominating 
committee. A former worship 
leader and student ministries 
director, he hopes to graduate 
seminary and complete the or-
dination process to become a 
Pastor. James and Julia have 
been married since 2010 and 
have two handsome 
boys, Quincy & Arlo. 5555    

Meet the Deacons 

(continued from page 4) 
 
What’s My Next? - Thursday, 
October 10 from 7-8:30 PM for 
6 weeks (Limited to 12) Cost:  
$20 for book.  
 
• Did you know a recent Gal-

lup poll reported 70% of 
people are "unhappy and 
uninspired at work." Yikes!  

• Do you or someone you 
know feel like this?  

 
Would you like to create a 
more meaningful life and ca-
reer now...not Someday . . . and 
be the pilot of your life? 
 
Our 8-week journey through 
ten hacks to make the rest of 
your life the BEST of your life! 
Coach Diane Kinsella will be 
your guide to co-create with 
you a plan to achieve your 
SOMEDAY. $20 to cover mate-
rials. Let's turn your 
"Someday I Wish" into "Today 
I Will!" 
 
LinkedIn 101 Accelerator  -
Wednesday, October 23 from 
1:30 – 3 PM (Limited to 12) 
LinkedIn is one of the premier 
job search tools out there; yet, 
for all of its’ importance in your 
job search, it is di�cult to even 
know where to start, or how to 
build, or optimize a stellar pro-
4le.Join this workshop to either 
start or perfect your pro4le so 
that it: 

• Is optimized for LinkedIn 
Corporate Recruiter 

• Showcases what you 
want to be known and 
found for searches 

• Re>ects the best of YOU 
to the world! 

 
Bring your laptop & apply what 
you learn “live!” 
 

Leveraging Your Strengths 
for Your Career Success - 
Monday, October 28 from 1:30 
– 3 PM for 4 weeks (Limited to 
12) $20 for book This is a pro-
gram for anyone who is in a 
“wrong fit” job, actively seeking a 
new position, exploring volunteer 
opportunities or who would like 
to understand his/herself better. 
Your participation in this group 
will: 1.) Affirm who you are and 
provide strong language to de-
scribe what you uniquely bring to 
the world and the job market, 2.) 
Provide directed reflection on 
your life and work experiences, 
which will help you to have a 
better sense of what makes a 
position a “good fit” for you, and 
3.) Expose you to a range of po-
tential careers & volunteer activi-
ties, based on your strengths, for 
consideration as you work to 
“right fit” your career/life. Partici-
pants take the StrengthsFinder 
2.0 assessment to help them on 
the journey. Anyone who has al-
ready taken SF2.0 should use the 
original results.  
 

Patio Project Update 
 

Demolition of the existing patio 
is scheduled to begin on Octo-
ber 21st. We anticipate that the 
project will be completed by 
November 10th. Stay tuned for 
next month’s update, when 
we’ll share plans for our Patio 
Dedication on November 17th.  
 
JOURNEY TO HOPE E-NEWS 

 
The best way to know what is 
happening at JtH is to sub-
scribe to our e-newsletter, 
which is sent out on Wednes-
days. Please email Diane dkin-
sella@jtoh.org  to subscribe OR 
subscribe by texting 
“subscribe me” to 22828. 





October 26th  from 4-6 PM 

We will be collecting bags of 
candy again this year.   

Consider decorating your trunk 
for our Trunk or Treat.  We 
want lots of participation. 

This year the event will be 
held on the West parking lot.  
We want to be visible to the 
community and encourage 
them to join us.   

Also Included:  Hot dogs, pop-
corn, bouncy house, face 
painting, corn hole and much 
more. 

Sunday Morning News 
 
This fall we 
will be focus-
ing on faith 
and how that 
can be lived out in our lives. 
The signup sheet for elemen-
tary teachers is posted out-
side Room 5.  Parents please 
take a look and volunteer to 
teach one Sunday.  
 
    

Children’s Choir 
 
Will meet 
every Sunday 
morning from 
9:45-10:15 
with Ms. Ray 
in our chil-
dren’s music 
room, Rm. 5.  This is for chil-
dren in 1st-5th grades.  Families 
who typically worship at 10:30 
are encouraged to come early 
so your children can partici-
pate in Children’s Choir and 
you can enjoy co3ee and fel-
lowship in the Commons. 
 

Nursery 
 
We have a lot 
of openings in 
our Infant/
Toddler Nursery during the 
9:00 and 10:30.  Please consid-
er blessing a young family by 
volunteering to help once a 
month.  The schedule is post-
ed outside Room 8 in the Chil-
dren’s Wing.  Speak to Diane or 
Mary if you have questions.  
We would love to have you 
join us.  7 

5:00-6:30 P.M.  
 for students in 1st – 5th grades 
 
Learn about music from around 
the world and an opportunity 
to play a variety of instruments. 
 
Also learn about how music 
and religion in>uence each 
other.  Students will learn how 
music informs and helps to 
spread the message of Christi-
anity around the world. 
 
The cost is $3.00/night to cov-
er the cost of pizza for dinner.  
The class will run through Oc-
tober 23rd.    To register go to 
the website at Northminster-
church.org 



Ways to keep informed about Upcoming Events at Northminster 

Did you know that 
you can get the 
monthly Grapevine 
emailed to you? Save 
a tree and some 
postage for the 
church. Just send your email address to 

ssmith@northminsterchurch.org.  

Subscribe to the e-newsletter which appears in your 
emails on Thursday mornings. The e-
newsletter contains events for the up-
coming weekend and beyond and pray-
er concerns of our members. To sign up 
for the e-newsletter go to our website: 
https://www.northminsterchurch.org/
contact. 

Northminster Grapevine 
703 Compton Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45231 
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Family News 

8888    

Beverley Sjolin  
August 30, 2019 

 
 

Patty Herlinger 
September 4, 2019 

(daughter of Cindy Tabar) 
 

Audrey McMillen 
September 13, 2019 

Baptisms Deaths 

Baptized at Northminster on  
Sunday, September 8, 2019 

 
Jack MacDonald 
Chloe MacDonald 
Emma MacDonald 

 
son and daughters of  

Brian and  
Jessica (Vordenberg) MacDonald 

October 26th 
4:00-6:00 PM 

in  
Northminster’s 
West Parking Lot 

 


