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February Worship 
Take a Hike! 

A slow walk through EphesiansA slow walk through EphesiansA slow walk through EphesiansA slow walk through Ephesians 
 

February’s  
Second Mile O�ering   

is for  

Crossroad  
Health Center 

Sunday, February 3 - Communion    

Ephesians 1:15-23 

“A Prayer for the One Who Has Everything” 

Sunday, February 10 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

“Departures and Destinations: GRACE!”  

Sunday, February 17 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

“Departures and Destinations: ONE!” 

Sunday, February 24 

Ephesians 3:1-13 

“Good News!” 
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from Greg Kennedy, Pastor/Head of Sta� A Note from Nancy 

 As I write this, I am prepar-
ing to preach at the )nal ser-
vice of worship at Elmwood-
Carthage Presbyterian Church: 
my home church. Actually, it 
was also the home church for 
my father and my grandmoth-
er, and quite possibly for her 
mother as well.  The Snyder 
family has a long history with 
ECPC, a church that began in 
1884!  As I pondered and 
prayed over what to say at the 
last service in the church 
where I was baptized, con-
)rmed; the church where I )rst 
directed a choir, I realized that 
every image of church which I 
still hold to this day, began at 
ECPC. There, church was fami-
ly. Church was a grace-)lled 
place where everyone be-
longed and any question could 
be asked. I experienced that 
kind of grace-)lled love on nu-
merous times from the people 
at ECPC. I remember a congre-
gational meeting when I was in 
8th grade. The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss the ris-
ing costs of heating the sanc-
tuary (which, at that time, had a 
lovely, arched ceiling, com-
plete with carved wooden 
beams). The 3 teen member of 
our youth group were vehe-
mently opposed to dropping 
the ceiling and paneling the 
walls, and we let our opinions 
be heard during the congrega-
tional meeting. Of course, the 
wiser, more practical adults all 
voted in favor of the motion 
which carried, despite our pro-
tests. This experience could 
have turned me away from 
church, but instead, it has in-
formed my image of church for 
the last 50 years. How does the 
church   empower   youth,  give 
 
                   (continued on page 3) 

Hey friends, 
 On Christmas Eve I shared the Fred Rogers quote that has so 
shaped what I seek and how I try to live my life, “You know, I feel so 
strongly that deep and simple is far more essential than shallow and 
complex.”  I probably came across that quote ten to fifteen years 
ago and what I noticed is shallow and complex wows people, it is 
saturated with razzle and dazzle, it always gets rave reviews, and it 
almost never accomplishes anything lasting.  So I seek the deep and 
simple.  A relationship with God that changes me day by day.  A 
marriage that lives out the vows.  I want a meaningful fun and last-
ing relationship with my children. And I want to pastor Northminster 
faithfully. Just deep and simple desires, but I can’t help noticing that 
the results of deep and simple commitments are profound and last-
ing. 
 I’ve never been convinced complex vision/mission statements 
are that helpful.  They take a couple years to wordsmith and then no 
one can remember it.  So during the “All In” meetings I presented a 
Deep and Simple vison/mission statement for Northminster: 
 
 Who we are: centered in Christ,  
  So that we can press on in faith, 
   So that we can make ripples. 
 
 The first line is foundational; it describes our identity. The second 
line describes our primary aspiration. The third describes our trans-
forming mission.  It’s kind of cool that our logo exhibits all three as-
pects of that statement. 
 What do you think it would look like if every group that met as 
part of Northminster ministry asked these three questions? 
   1. How would our group be different with Christ at the center? 

 What I mean is the choir could easily have music at the cen-
ter, or the finance folks could have numbers at the center, or 
I could have sermons at the center. 

 None of these are bad things they are just not the 
thing. 

   2. How is God calling us to act in faith? 
 What are we doing that requires us to trust God? 
   3. What mission is God calling us to embrace? 
 I love that the choir has an outreach choir. 
 
 Now let your imagination run riot and imagine what it would look 
like if everyone at Northminster asked those questions and acted on 
the answers?  Then we would truly be what is called - missional.  I 
don’t think it would just transform our church I think it would trans-
form our communities and you and I could be part of it.  As I said in 
those meetings, YOU are the unique thing we have at Northminster.   

 
God Bless and see you Sunday, 
 
 
PS   In a couple weeks the staff will have a retreat and we 
will be asking those questions.  We value your prayers for 
us, as we will pray for you.   
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Nancy (con’t) 

(continued from page 2) 
 
them voice, listen when they 
disagree and then honor their 
opinions, even when contrary 
to the majority? How did they 
do it then? When the ceiling 
was lowered, someone, per-
haps John Miller (a church 
member who did much of the 
labor), took down the three 
chandeliers and presented 
them to the three vocal teens. 
A peace oMering perhaps? A 
lovely expression of grace, 
de)nitely. What could have 
caused a rift between adults 
and teens, instead, became a 
lovely example of Christ’s 
church; a love that binds us all 
together – even when we don’t 
see eye to eye.  
 Love for neighbors was also 
at the heart of Church. I 
learned about the importance 
of engaging with the neighbor-
hood as a child from the minis-
ters of ECPC. Rev. Dick Mat-
chette was young and gregari-
ous, and so enthusiastic about 

Jesus. He served as chaplain of 
the Elmwood Place Rescue 
Squad, the Fire Dept and the 
Police Dept. and, he played the 
drums in the bars on Vine 
street on the weekends. Evi-
dently during his breaks from 
playing, he would talk with 
young people enjoying their 
night out at the bar – and as a 
kid, I remember the young 
adults who would show up on 
motorcycles on Sunday morn-
ings to hear him preach! Being 
in the bars with the band, Rev. 
Matchette also witnessed the 
corruption and violence occur-
ring in the bars, and he was a 
part of a campaign to push out 
the less-than-desirable charac-
ters from Elmwood. I remem-
ber hearing about the threats 
he and his family received, and 
then when the manse was )re-
bombed, Rev. Matchette and 
his family of 4 left and moved 
away from Cincinnati. As a 12 
year old, I noticed when my 
minister took a stand against 
corruption, and when he was 

forced to move to protect his 
family. Again, ECPC shaped my 
impression of what a minister 
was supposed to do in ministry 
– Christ-centered preaching 
went hand-in-hand with build-
ing community and working for 
social justice. 
 I am so deeply grateful to 
be a child of Elmwood-
Carthage Presbyterian Church. 
I am also so very grateful for 
my faith planted and nurtured 
in that church.  
 As churches close and con-
gregations ‘dissolve’ into the 
world around them, I pray that 
your faith continues to burn 
brightly to all around you.  I am 
grateful for you, my friends, 
and this wonderful Northmin-
ster Church.   
 
Blessings!  
 
 

                                           Sat., Feb. 2 
                                           10A.M. - 4 P.M. 
 
Woodworking, Photography, Fiber Arts, 
Painting, Pottery, Jewelry, Live Music,  

RaQe Prizes,  
Kids’ Activities, Gourmet Food,  
Fair Trade Market & More 



Journey to Hope 

All support and coaching 
groups at Journey to Hope are 
open to the greater Cincinnati 
community. Please share this 
information freely with anyone 
who could bene)t from any of 
our programs.  
 
You will )nd details about 
each group on our website: 
www.jtoh.org  
 
Your pre-registration is essen-
tial for us to plan for materials 
and group leadership. We 
would prefer that you register 
at Eventbrite: 
jtoh.eventbrite.com, but you 
may also still register by call-
ing or e-mailing Diane Kinsella 
(931- 5777 or dkinsel-
la@jtoh.org) 
 
MONTHLY GROUPS: 
 
Caregivers’ Support Group - 
Sun., Feb. 3 from  3:30 – 5 PM 
Join us for resources and sup-
port through the joys and con-
cerns of care-giving.  
 
Chronic Pain Support Group – 
NEW IN 2019! Mon., Feb. 4 
from 7-8:30 PM Join our inau-
gural meeting! Our group will 
be self-help and peer support 
for anyone with chronic pain of 
any kind. Learn ways to deal 
with your pain in a positive 
way, regain a sense of person-
al control, improve function 
and enhance your quality of 

life. The American Chron-
ic Pain Association pro-4444    

vides resources that we will 
use. You can learn more about 
the organization at 
www.theacpa.org  
 
Crohn’s Colitis Support Group 
- Mon., Feb. 18 from 7-8:30 PM 
Winter break is over and we’re 
back with a session to catch 
up and support each other. 
 
Diabetic Support Group - 
Wed., Feb. 20 from 1:30 – 3 
PM Registered Dietician Jan 
Weber will be leading this 
group!  
 
2019 Special Series on  
ORGANIZING – New!  
 
Our )rst year-long series of 
workshops will explore the 
topic of organization. Our 
speaker is Polly Giblin, the 
Mess Mender, for each session. 
There will be 6 sessions (in the 
even months of the year on 
the 2nd Tuesday). Come to any 
of these workshops that ap-
peal to you!  
 
How to Jumpstart Your Or-
ganizing Brain - Tues., Feb. 12  
from 7-8 PM (Single Session) 
$10 Are you surrounded by 
clutter? Maybe you simply 
have a few trouble spots 
where you never seem to 
make progress in organizing. 
Professional Organizer Polly 
Giblin, the Mess Mender, will 
explain and explore why your 
beliefs are the most important 
tool in your organizing tool kit. 
Walk away with a set of tools 
that will help you establish 
new, more organized ways of 
thinking about your clutter. 
She will then help you apply 
your new beliefs to her nuts 
and bolts process for organiz-
ing any space.  

 
FEBRUARY GROUPS 
 
LinkedIn 101 - Tues., Feb. 5 
from 1:30 – 3 PM for 4 weeks  
(limited to 12) Want to turn 
your LinkedIn pro)le into your 
Marketing Magnet? Or, maybe 
you want to become more 
comfortable in harnessing the 
power of LinkedIn?  Join this 
workshop to start or perfect 
your pro)le so it is optimized 
for LinkedIn Corporate Recruit-
er, showcases what you want 
to be known & found, and re-
Tects the best of YOU!  
 
Job Search Accelerator - 
Tues., Feb. 26 from 7-9 PM for 
6 weeks ($100/ $75 refunda-
ble)  

♦ Want to jump-start your job 
search by setting BHAGs 
[Big Hairy Audacious Goals] 
and be accountable for 
them?  

Then join this coaching cohort, 
designed like a tech accelera-
tor, includes deep learning 
from subject matter experts, 
time to apply what you’ve 
learned, and individualized 
coaching. Meet the BHAGs you 
co-create with your coaches in 
weeks 2, 4, and 6, and you will 
earn back $75 of your fee.  
 
MARCH GROUPS: 
 
Grief Coaching Group - Tues., 
Mar. 5 from 7-8:30 PM for 5 
weeks  You will )nd hope and 
connection through the group 
and our coaches, who have 
walked through their own grief 
and with others on their grief 
paths.    Discover your strength 
and ability to live on in the full- 
ness of life, while still honoring 
the loss of your loved one. 
 
                   (continued on page 5) 
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Session Highlights 

In January, Your Session: 

• Reviewed plans for this 
year’s Northminster Fine 
Arts Fair which will be held 
on Saturday February 2.  
Many volunteers are need-
ed to help direct visitors to 
the Fair’s various attrac-
tions, help set up and take 
down, etc.  Please see El-
der Rich Schafermeyer for 
details on how to help. 

• Learned that installation of 
the new building security 
system is on hold waiting 
for the contractor to begin 
work. 

• Approved plans for this 
year’s Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting which will 
be held in the sanctuary 
following a single worship 

service beginning at 10:30 
AM on January 27, 2019.  
Breakfast will be served be-
fore worship beginning at 
9:00 AM. 

• Re-elected Tom Gougeon 
as Clerk of Session for a 
one-year term and re-
elected Sandy Holzman as 
Church Treasurer and Carol 
Gates as Assistant Treasur-
er, both for one-year terms. 

• Approved recipients for this 
year’s Second Mile OMer-
ings.  As in past years, a 
diMerent recipient organiza-
tion or program will receive 
these oMerings each month.  
Recipients are announced 
in the Sunday Bulletin and 
in the Grapevine. 

(continued from page 4) 
 
Learn how to stay in the pre-
sent and free from being 
caught up in the “what ifs” and 
fear that loss presents. Take a 
step toward your hope-)lled 
future!  
 
Steady U [A Matter of Bal-
ance] UnconGrmed start date: 
Wed., Mar. 6 from 1-3:30 PM 
for 8 weeks This wildly suc-
cessful and popular program 
will be back! It is limited to 12 
people, so if you want to get 
your name on the waiting list, 
please email Mariellen Voit at 
mvoit@jtoh.org so you will be 
noti)ed as soon as we have our 
dates con)rmed.  

 
Living Courageously with My 
Body Image – for Women – 
NEW in 2019! Thurs., Mar. 21 
from 7-9 PM for 8 weeks ($25)
This group oMers you a pathway 
into a wholehearted life of grat-
er joy, courage, gratitude, and 
authenticity. This experience 
will help you quiet your inner 
critic, embrace your imperfec-
tions, and own your birthright of 
worthiness. You will learn how 
to gather the courage to live 
bravely, show compassion to-
wards self and others, and cul-
tivate meaningful connections. 
If you want more of these 
things, then this is the experi-
ence for you! The Daring Way™ 

is based on the research of 
Brené Brown and forms the 
curriculum for this group.  
 
Social Media Branding - Wed., 
Mar. 27 from 7-9 PM for 6 
weeks ($50) Learn how to 
make your social media pres-
ence reTect your unique point 
of view, value proposition, and 
story. Story? Yes! It’s what 
makes your digital handshake 
attractive to appropriate con-
nections for you. Learn through 
a 360 assessment what your 
brand is – and then how to cre-
ate your marketing magnet on 
social media.  

• Authorized Terms of Call 
for our pastors for presen-
tation to the congregation 
for an approval vote at the 
January 27, 2019 Annual 
Meeting. 

• Approved a budget for 
2019.  The budget is bal-
anced at $1.106M.  Elders 
will review the budget for 
the congregation at the 
Annual Meeting. 

• Reviewed the church’s 
new website.  Our own 
Mike Steel is leading the 
development and manage-
ment of the site. 

JOURNEY TO HOPE E-NEWS 
 
 The best way to know what is happening at JtH is to subscribe 
to our e-newsletter, which is sent out on Wednesdays.  
 Please email Diane dkinsella@jtoh.org  to subscribe OR sub-
scribe by texting “subscribe me” to 22828. 



Adult Opportunities 

Financial Report Through December 
         
   YTD actual  YTD Budget  % of Total  Previous Year     % of Total Budget 
       Budget YTD       YTD previous year 
Revenue             $ 1,115,637.00     $ 1,064,897.00       105.00%  $ 1,081,193.00               100.88% 
Expense             $1,048,889.00    $ 1,090,292.00         96.00%   $   984,839.00                 91.98%  

Surplus/(Deficit)   $     66,748.00                                                       $     96,354.00 
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Women’s Outreach Choir 

Men’s Ministry 

Bible Believers Adult Study 
meet Sundays in Room 1 at 
9:15 A.M. For questions contact 
Harry Stone (563-8266 or 
hstone6148@aol.com) 
 
 
 
Men’s Bible Study meets on 
Fridays at 6:15 A.M. in Room 5 
for Bible Study and breakfast.  
 
Men’s First Thursday Lunch 
Group will meet on February 7 
at 12 noon at the Perkins on 
Hamilton Ave. For questions 
contact Gordon Jewett at 782-
6437 or dgordj@gmail.com.  
 

 Sunday Bible Study 

Book Discussion Group 

50+ Group  
 
Join the 50+ 
Group on 
Thursday, 
February 21, 
at 12:00 Noon 
in Disciples’ Hall to enjoy warm 
fellowship, a delicious meal, 
and an informative program 
on Cincinnati-style Chili.... Our 
speaker will be Barbara Jen-
nings from the Cincin-
nati Museum Center and chili    
will be on the lunch menu! 
Make your reservation on Sun-
days, February 10 or 17 in the 
Commons,    or contact the 
church (o!ce@nmpchurch.org 
or 931-0243)  by Monday, Feb-
ruary 18. The cost is $6.00. 

Do you enjoy planning dinner 
parties or :xing meals for  

family celebrations? 
 

If so, the 50+ Group may have a 
volunteer opportunity just right 
for you! We’re looking for a 
person to prepare meals 8 
times a year for our Noon 
lunch programs at Northmin-
ster, starting in September 
2019.  
 
Nothing fancy is required. We 
have 40-60 senior citizens who 
share a hot meal  of basic pop-
ular foods – entrée, side, salad 
& dessert, served buMet style.  
 
This responsibility could be 
shared by a couple, two 
friends, or done solo. For more 
information, please email car-
olynmiller88@gmail.com or 
leave a message with the 
church o!ce, 931-0243.   
 
 
 
 
The Book Dis-
cussion Group 
will be reading 
“The Children 
Act” by Ian 
McEwan this 
month. Join the 
group on 
Wednesday, 
February  20  at 
7:00 P.M. in the Lounge to dis-
cuss the book. 

The Women’s 
Outreach 
Choir will 
begin re-
hearsals for 
the spring 
season on 
Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 19 from 
9:30-11 A.M. in 
the Sanctuary. 
We are always looking for new 
voices and smiling faces to join 
us as we take the gift of music 
to those in our senior care 
communities. If you like to sing, 
laugh, and share the joy of 

God’s love, please consider 
being a part of our Tuesday 
morning group. For further in-
formation, contact carolynmil-
ler88@gmail.com.  



Children and Family 

Nursery 

Sunday Morning Family Movie Night 

All of the 
children 
are learn-
ing about 
being dis-
ciples of 

Christ.  In early March, we will 
begin our Lenten focus with 
stories about God’s promises 
through Noah, Abraham and 
others.  Parents be looking for 
student pages coming home 
with family conversation ideas.   
 
The signup sheet for elemen-
tary teachers is posted out-
side Room 5.  Parents please 
take a look and volunteer to 
teach one Sunday. 
    
    
    
We have 
openings 
in our In-
fant/
Toddler 
Nursery during the 10:30 ser-
vice on the )rst and second 
Sundays of the month.  Please 
consider blessing a young 
family by volunteering to help 
once a month.  The schedule is 
posted outside Room 8 in the 
Children’s Wing.  Speak to Di-
ane or Mary if you have ques-
tions.  We would love to have 
you join us.          

Join us for a fun, family evening on Friday, 
March 8 from 6:00-8:00 P.M.  We will watch 
“Small Foot”.  Kids wear your pajamas! Parents 
and children enjoy watching a family friendly 
movie while enjoying some snacks.  

The Children’s Co-Op is  look-
ing for a part time preschool 
teacher substitute. Preschool 
hours are 9:30 - to 1:00 Mon-
day through Friday. Flexible 
days. Requirements: must love 
working with children. Educa-
tion Degree not required. Call 
the preschool 513-931-0243 - 
Jennifer Schaeper - Director.  
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Family News 

Jack Geis 
January 8, 2019 

 
Matthew McCoy 

(nephew of Mark Kremzar) 
January 8, 2019 

 

Deaths Wedding 

Sarah McQueen  
and Brock Glasgo  
were married  

Saturday, December 29, 2018 
in Zelienople, PA.  

Subscribe to the e-newsletter which ap-
pears in your emails on Thursday morn-
ings. The e-newsletter contains events for 
the upcoming weekend and beyond and 
prayer concerns of our members. To sign 
up for the e-newsletter go to our website: 
www.northminsterchurch.net under 
“Resources” 

Ways to keep informed about Upcoming Events at Northminster 

Did you know that 
you can get the 
monthly Grapevine 
emailed to you? 
Save a tree and 
some postage for 
the church. Just send your email ad-

dress to ssmith@nmpchurch.org.  
 8888    

Richard Schenck 
(nephew of Gloria Oliver) 

 
Marlene Falhaber     
January 17, 2019    


