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The Sonlight Founding Vision 

Adopted by congregation 2014 

 

Sonlight Community Christian Reformed Church strives to: 

Exalt the triune God through worship;  

Edify believers through preaching and teaching;  

Enfold members and visitors in a loving church family;  

Enlist the congregation for the missional task of the church; 

Equip people for ministry and hospitality. 

 

Identity and Amplified Vision 

1. Main Thing: 

From its earliest years, Sonlight has been determined to live out the maxim: “The main 
thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.”  Thus, our focus is on the essentials of 
the historic Christian faith and our only comfort in life and in death, which is that we are 
not our own, but belong to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.  Collectively, we seek the 
shalom of the Kingdom of God through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

2. Christian Reformed: 

Our roots are in the Christian Reformed Church, and we aim to participate fully in 

denominational life.  We treasure the doctrinal standards of the Reformed tradition and 

are grateful for our theological heritage and foundation, which includes the sovereignty 

of God over all things.  We will also be generous toward other Christian traditions 

around the world and seek to learn from them. 

 

3. Biblical Preaching: 

We place high value on the preaching of the Word of God.  We believe the inspired 

Scriptures are without error and “sharper than a two-edge sword,” and must be used 

toward the instruction and shaping of our Christian community.  The Bible will be used 

prophetically to give us a discerning approach to our cultural context.  We will be 

equipped to bear witness in word and deed to the good news of Jesus Christ.  
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4. Christian Worship: 

We will use a wide range of music, art and worship styles to capture the beauty, mystery 

and holiness of the triune God.  We desire active participation of all the worshipers of 

our intergenerational community and a joyful and solemn celebration of the 

sacraments.  Our worship extends beyond a Sunday event and propels us toward a 

lifestyle of mission and service.  

 

5. Lay Participation: 

Believing in the priesthood of all believers, we welcome the broad use of the gifts of the 

Sonlight family.  We intend to be a lay-driven church with a staff that leads, inspires and 

empowers the laity.  We expect our entire membership to volunteer in one or more 

capacities to enable the internal and external functions of the church to serve well the 

congregation and community. 

 

6. Children/Youth Ministry: 

We will diligently attend to the Christian education of our youth.  While we recognize 

parents play a vital role in the nurturing of their children in the faith, we believe our 

church must supplement our families with solid teaching and wholesome activities.  We 

respect choices parents make regarding home, public and Christian day schools and, if 

needed, we will financially support families in fulfilling their responsibilities. 

 

7. Warm Hospitality: 

We will be an inclusive community, welcoming all worshipers as we seek to create a 

diverse body, including those from other cultures and persons with disabilities.  We aim 

to break down barriers and celebrate the “gift of the stranger,” including seekers and 

lifelong Christians.  Our church wants to enfold newcomers into the full life of the 

community, becoming not mere acquaintances, but friends. 

 

8. Missional Discipleship: 

We participate with God in carrying out his mission to love and save the world.  We will 

move beyond our immediate families and community and engage the public square.  

We participate in worldwide missions, as well as come to know our neighbors and co-

workers.  
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9. Community Groups: 

We will create a wide range of small groups and urge participation.  We believe the 

Christian faith happens best in community—that we need others, and they need us.  

Therein, we will cultivate Christian fellowship, share our joys and sorrows, encourage, 

support and love one another.  Community groups may also provide opportunity to 

invite and draw in neighbors and friends. 

 

10. Leadership and Governance: 

We will look for collaborative leadership from our Pastors, Staff and Council.  While we 

recognize the authority of our elders and deacons, we will also create a culture that 

welcomes a congregational voice in the direction of the church.  With an open, honest 

and loving spirit, we will participate in town hall and congregational meetings, marked 

by listening, sharing and respect. 

 

11. Stewardship: 

We believe that God graciously pours out gifts to his people, and that we are called to 

use them for kingdom service.  Those gifts take a multitude of forms, including financial.  

We will help the congregation to discover their gifts and put them to work both within 

the church family, but also seeking to “do justice and love mercy” in the broader 

community.  We hope to be a generous people with our time, talent and treasure. 

 

12. Prayer: 

We believe we must become a church more faithful in its individual and communal 

prayer, that our desire to build the kingdom begins “on our knees.”  We know that we 

will be a healthy church community only if we are steadfast in our prayer life.  With 

humility, we petition our Father, “Teach us how to pray!” 
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Continuing Vision 

Adopted by the congregation in 2017  

Mission 

To be a modern Reformed church positioned to engage culture with the good news of the 
gospel to the glory of God.   

Sonlight’s Values 

1. Gospel Centrality:  
Is the mark of a truly biblical Christianity and distinguishes authentic Christianity in the 
present age from it imitators. 
 

2. Evangelism: 
Not something we should do but what we are doing. Church growth is no longer 
possible via transfers alone. 
  

3. Experiential Worship:  
Worship at Sonlight includes a diverse communal expression of God’s immanent 
nearness and transcendent holiness. 
 

4. Intellectually Robust Teaching: 
As opposed to Christian self-help (therapeutic), we seek to reveal Christ through the 
scriptures to correct, rebuke, and train in righteousness.  
 

5. Community: 
Sonlight will provide spaces for belonging beyond Sunday mornings. 
  

6. Discipleship:  
Discipling will address isolation, disillusionment, and anxiety.  Biblical knowledge alone 
is insufficient.   
 

7. Counter-Cultural Relatability: 
We will be recognizable to Pacific Northwest residents and yet remain distinctive.  
  

8. Community Relatability: 
Sonlight loves Lynden, seeks its wellbeing, and willingly works with anyone seeking its 
flourishing, even if their motivations are different from ours, so long as the work is 
compatible with Sonlight’s foundational identity, mission and values. 
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Vision 

We exist to experience and proclaim the grace of God that restores 
everything to his glory. 

We seek to do this through a community of people empowered by the gospel both to bring 
and be good news for the city of Lynden. 

We Gather for corporate worship that is Rooted, Reformed, and Relatable: rooted in the 
historic liturgy of the church, centered on the Reformed emphases on the sovereignty 
of God over all creation and on God’s grace, and relatable to the people who live 
around us in the Pacific Northwest.  

We Grow through gospel-centered training in discipleship that equips us to know 
God, to know ourselves, and therefore to live freely in community with one 
another.   

We Go into our neighborhoods and the city by creating gospel-centered community groups 
and church plants.   

 


