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OUR  
MISSION 
To be a modern Reformed church 
positioned to engage culture with the good 
news of the Gospel to the glory of God. 
To see how we live out this mission through our vision and ministries, please visit sonlightchurch.com.

http://sonlightchurch.com
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OUR CHURCH 
Sonlight Church began in 1978 with a simple idea: to marry the old faith to new ways of worshipping 
God and being His loving presence in our world.  For more than 40 years, Sonlight has tried to do just 
that: be a community that honors the historic Christian faith, that celebrates the Lord with lively and 
participatory worship, and that is continuously learning how better to follow Jesus and serve in our 
local community, our nation, and our world.

Our church focuses on the essentials of the historic Christian faith.   We know our only comfort in life 
and in death is that we are not our own, but belong — body and soul, in life and in death, — to our 
faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.  This comfort frees us to pursue the richness of a relationship with God. 

We have deep roots in the Reformed tradition, a way of understanding our faith that emphasizes the 
sovereignty of God over all of life, that believes that God is active in the world, that He has promised 
to renew all things.

Over its history, Sonlight has been led by three different Senior Pastors. While membership has 
ebbed and flowed over the years, it has averaged approximately 500-600 members. Prior to the 
pandemic, approximately 600 individuals were attending Sonlight for Sunday morning worship 
services. In early 2020, Sonlight quickly responded to the pandemic by broadcasting services online 
(a new feature). Today, we have approximately 360 attendees between online and in-person Sunday 
services.

OUR STAFF 
The Senior Pastor serves Sonlight, along with the Community Life, and Worship Pastors. Those 
positions are surrounded by a passionate, energetic team of Children’s Ministry staff, Administrative 
and Facilities personnel. Sonlight Church is also blessed to have a large committed group of 
volunteers serving on Council, Administrative Board and various ministry programs.

Under passionate leadership and 
committed volunteers, Sonlight has been 
blessed over the years with strong 
Children’s and Youth ministry programs 
which has attracted new church members 
with young families. The church has 
partnered with a number of missions 
programs over the years including Wells 
for Africa, Emmanuel Foundation 
(Guadalajara) and more recently 
supporting Skookum Kids, a local non-
profit. The Youth Ministry program leads 
an annual mission team to the Emmanuel 
Foundation in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

There are a number of other engaging adult 
ministries at Sonlight which include the Women’s Fellowship & Bible Study, Primetime: Senior Adults, 
Stir: Young Adult, and Community Groups. Sonlight also provides a number of Care Ministries to 
serve the needs of the church and beyond. To learn more about all the ministries and programs, 
please visit our website.
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OUR COMMUNITY 
Known for its farms, berries, churches and windmills, the Dutch-influenced city of Lynden is the 
second largest city in Whatcom County, Washington. Its population has increased from 8,000 to 
15,000 residents in the last 20 years. The City has been “discovered” as a highly desirable place to 
live and is expected to grow to its population of about 20,000 residents. Lynden is consistently 
ranked among the safest cities in the state and has highly rated schools for both academics and 
sports.

The City is 5 miles south of the Canadian border and 95 miles north of Seattle. A 30-minute drive 
west brings you to the beaches of Birch Bay and Semiahmoo. It takes 45 minutes to reach the 
10,778-foot high Mt. Baker with its spectacular views.  Lynden has deep agricultural roots and is 
surrounded by thousands of acres of farmland where raspberries, strawberries and blueberries 
grow.

Lynden residents enjoy celebrating the community’s agrarian roots throughout the year. Highlights 
include the Farmer’s Day Parade, the Northwest Raspberry Festival, and the spectacular Lighted 
Parade attract thousands of onlookers each year. Lynden is also home to the Northwest Washington 
Fair, which draws more than 200,000 attendees each year.

CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES 
The first challenge facing Sonlight is an erosion of membership that has occurred during the 
pandemic. For the most part, the pandemic did not cause the loss of members; it simply gave 
people permission to look around at other churches or leave church altogether. Until we return to a 
regular in-person presence, it is hard to discern the actual continuing membership. The challenge for 
leadership will be to discern how we ought to reengage the remaining congregation post-COVID. As 
leadership and the church body faces this challenge, we can seize the opportunity to own anew the 
mission given by Jesus to make disciples of all nations, including our very own neighbors. 

The Barna Group suggests the average church's attendance has dropped between 10-40% prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Since 2000, the city of Lynden has grown by 58%. Along with this growth 
has been a significant shift in cultural norms. Our challenge is to overcome the assumption that the 
city still does or will continue to operate with the same moral values it once did. If we do not rightly 
assess the mission field, we will become obsolete to it. 

This steady growth within our community creates hospitality opportunities as new neighbors either 
choose a church to continue in their faith or experience the good news of the gospel for the first time.  
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Since the start of 2019, Sonlight has remained faithful to a call to plant a church. We have a dynamic 
church-planter on-site engaged in the process. As we support this process, we continue to experience 
the benefits of an increased outward focus, institutional introspection, and celebration. 

Greater than any mission opportunity to a specific geographical location or demographic is the need 
for Christians to sit in the messiness of life with their neighbor. There are opportunities to "do life" with 
those who need someone to love them according to the Gospel's grace. As we look at our church's 
future, more than a post-2020 reiteration of the institutional church, the city needs Jesus' followers to 
minister His grace in relationship. 

THE POSITION 
The Senior Pastor under the Great Shepherd is the spiritual shepherd and primary leader of Sonlight 
Community Christian Reformed Church. 

Leadership:

The Senior Pastor will provide spiritual and administrative leadership for Sonlight Community 
Church, working with and through the Council, Administrative Board and staff.  

Pastor/Pastoral Care

The Senior Pastor will perform the duties of a pastor under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and 
together with the Council and the staff by preaching the Word of God, collaborating with staff to 
provide a thoughtful, faithful worship services; coordinate and participate in pastoral care 
services; provide spiritual counseling and discipleship; conduct a variety of services in the life of 
the church (pre-marital, weddings, funerals, etc.); teach and lead classes; and serve as a 
spiritual counselor.

Membership:

The Senior Pastor will encourage the progress of members in full church membership.

Administration:

The Senior Pastor conducts administrative duties including supervision of assigned staff; 
coordination of weekly staff meetings; and participation at Council and Administrative Board 
meetings.

Outside Ministries:

The Senior Pastor will model involvement in broader ministries of the community, denomination 
and world for the purpose of encouraging the spread of the Gospel and the work of the Lord.

Personal Growth:

The Senior Pastor will devote time for personal spiritual health and growth.
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QUALIFICATIONS
Sonlight Church is looking for a pastor with knowledge of Reformed theology and the ability to 
preach biblically-centered sermons with a gospel emphasis. We are seeking an individual with the 
ability to articulate a vision and inspire the congregation. 

Other qualifications include:

• Master of Divinity degree from a Reformed seminary or the equivalent
• Ordination in or the ability and willingness to secure recognition as an ordained Minister of the 

Word in the Christian Reformed Church in North America
• Four or more years in church-based pastoral leadership, including experience in supervision of 

staff
• Demonstrated ability to provide visionary leadership in a church or other ministry setting
• Demonstrated proficiency in organizational leadership

For full job description details and qualifications, please see the job description posted on the website.
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SALARY & BENEFITS
Salary: 

$83,000 - $90,000 (Salary & Housing)

Benefits:

• Medical & Vision: 90% paid-employee & dependents
• CRC retirement plan
• Life insurance reimbursement
• Vacation, sick leave & paid holidays
• Professional development
• Sabbatical leave policy
• AFLAC voluntary benefits

TO APPLY
Are you interested in finding out more about Sonlight CRC church and this position? Please visit us 
at our position page here to find out more and apply. First consideration given to applications 
received by May 14th, 2021. Position open until filled.
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