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TBS Families, Faculty, and Staff,  

Many parts of the world are experiencing an expanding outbreak of respiratory illness caused by a novel 
coronavirus, recently named COVID-19. This virus can spread from person-to-person, and the number of 
confirmed cases in the U.S. and other countries is growing. However, the immediate risk of the virus to the 
general public is considered to be very low.  

Currently there are no suspected cases of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) at Tacoma Baptist 
Schools OR in Pierce County. We are closely monitoring the health and attendance of our students and 
staff and monitoring any potential disruptions to daily school operations if they are needed to minimize 
the spread of the disease. We are also taking extra care in the daily cleaning of our facilities. 

How to Prevent the Spread of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

Coronaviruses, including COVID-19, spread between people who are in close contact with one another 
(within about 6 feet) via coughing or sneezing. It may also spread by touching a surface or object with the 
virus on it. The same good health habits that prevent other viruses like the flu, also prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 and decrease the risk of getting sick: 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer, with 60% alcohol, if soap and water are not available. 

• Cough into a tissue or your elbow (not your hand), then throw tissue away and wash your hands. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Avoid contact with people who are sick and stay home when you are sick. 
• Keep students home if they are running a temperature or they report not feeling well or appear 

weak or ill. 
• Consult your healthcare provider if you or your child has health conditions that put you at 

increased risk. 

When to Seek Medical Evaluation and Advice 

While the number of cases is increasing, the vast majority of the illnesses around the world are mild, with 
fever and cough. If you or a family member has symptoms like cough, fever, or other respiratory problems, 
contact your regular medical provider. Public Health recommends not going to the emergency room 
unless there is a critical need. Public Health also recommends seeking medical advice if you are over 60 
and have an underlying medical condition. 

Stay Informed 

The school continues to follow the guidance of our larger local public school districts, the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Health Department, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) including 
decisions and recommendations for schools. 



 

We all have a role to play in keeping students, staff, and families healthy and safe. You can help by staying 
informed, practicing good hygiene, and staying home or keeping children home if they have been running 
a fever or are exhibiting signs of a fever. 

Additional guidance provided to districts from the CDC on prevention, planning, and how to respond 
to coronavirus can be found on the CDC website. 

Want resources to share with your children? Here’s an informative graphic resource from NPR. 

For general information, please contact the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department at 1-800-525-1027.  

We know families, staff, and students are concerned. We are committed to keeping you informed and 
working with you to keep our school community safe. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/guidance-for-schools.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/28/809580453/just-for-kids-a-comic-exploring-the-new-coronavirus

