
Based on last week’s Practice

1. What applications from last week’s study were you able to put into practice?
2. What stories from this past week would you like to encourage the group with?
3. What did you find most challenging from last week’s study?

Overview

Jesus said the greatest commandment is love God and love others. When we really get the Gospel, it will 
produce in you a love for other people that leads you to forgive other people. 
When a person truly grasps in their heart how they have been freely forgiven by God at great costs to himself, it 
compels that person to freely forgive other people, even if it’s at great cost to them.
 
Last week we looked at forgiveness in light of loving our enemies.  Today we expand our understanding of Jesus’ 
practice of forgiveness by learning how the Bible defines forgiveness. Biblical forgiveness does not take revenge 
on someone who wrongs you., it forgives completely and it forgives repeatedly. Next we look at what motivates 
our forgiveness of others. That forgiveness is obedience; understanding God’s sovereignty is secure; and that the 
Gospel demands compassion.

Which brings us to our scripture reading, the parable of the unforgiving servant. In the story the king has 
compassion on the servant, canceling the debt, setting him free, but the servant found someone who owed 
him a debt, demanded payment and refused to show compassion or mercy until the debt was paid. The king 
discovered what had happened and imprisoned the servant. The servant did not understand that he was 
expected to forgive as he had been forgiven. So when do we understand the practice of forgiving others? When 
we realize how God has forgiven us!

 
Scripture

Matthew 18:21-35, Romans 6:23

Discussion

1. How does understanding the gospel help you become a forgiving person, a compassionate person?

2. Discuss why the mark of an apprentice of Jesus is showing forgiveness to others who have wronged them?

3. How do you not retaliate when you are wronged? How do you forgive?



4. How are we like the servant in Matthew 18:21-35?

5. How do we change our heart condition to show compassion, instead?

6. Why do we think we deserve forgiveness?

7. How does understanding that God’s forgiveness is undeserved impact our ability to forgive others?

8.   Read the following quote: 

When a person truly grasps in their heart how they have been freely forgiven by God at great costs to himself, it 
compels that person to freely forgive other people, even if it’s at great cost to them.

What are the costs to God? To You? 

What does this kind of forgiveness look like in our lives?

Application

Over the next 6 days there will be scripture readings and application questions for you to meditate on and pray 
through to help you Practice the Way of Forgiveness

1. Day 1: Read 1 Peter 3:8

• Find examples today to practice the type of forgiveness described in 1 Peter and make notes of when you 
succeed and fail?

2. Day 2: Read Psalm 103:10

• What does complete forgiveness look like for you today?

3. Day 3: Read Luke 17:3-4

• Who have you been called to forgive repeatedly? How and why?

4. Day 4: Read Colossians 3:12-13

• Keep a record of your forgiveness obedience today?

5. Day 5: Read Romans 8:28 -29

• Where have you seen examples of God’s sovereignty? How have those examples helped you practice 
forgiveness?

6. Day 6: Read Ephesians 4:32

• How can you show God’s compassion through acts of forgiveness today?


