
Matthew 5:13-16
As a church we have always taught to care for the people of our city. But how can we do that when there is 
so much division and hatred in our world? If you really believe that God has hand-picked you to be here for a 
purpose, then we have to ask ourselves this: What if each of us embraced that truth and made our own little 
slivers of the city look a more like heaven? What impact could we make?

Throughout the coming weeks, we will introduce five potential steps we each could take: we’ll look at what it 
means to connect with the church, share the gospel, redeem vocation, serve the city, and reach the nations.

It sounds like a lot, but we are just asking you to do two things: Pray about the one step God is calling you to 
take, and then take it. 

As we get into these five potential steps, our hope is that God will move powerfully and that we would be 
united in recapturing what it means to love the city we’ve been called to. Not for the glory of North Ridge, but 
for the flourishing of God’s kingdom.

Discussion

1. What changes have you noticed in our city in recent years? How have these changes made you feel?

2. To be a church that is FOR the city, we must first be a church that is for the church. How would you 
describe your relationship to the local church? Would it be said of you that you have devoted yourself to 
a local expression of Christ’s body? Read Acts 2:42

3. Lester Ross said “The church is a peddler of religious goods and services which we can consume when 
we want and dispense of when we don’t want.” Discuss how you have seen this to be true.

4. Read and discuss Romans 12:3-21.

5. What step could you take toward devoting yourself to the local expression of the body of Christ?

6. Discuss what your response should be to receiving this new identity in Jesus and how it should look to 
the world?  




