
1 Peter 1:16-19
Based on last week’s Practice

1. What applications from last week’s study were you able to put into practice?
2. What stories from this past week would you like to encourage the group with?
3. What did you find most challenging from last week’s study?

Overview

If you remember the last time we were in 1 Peter, we looked at the fact that we have been saved and how our 
response to this face can be seen in how we live our lives. Peter tells us that we are to live lives of holiness; lives 
set apart for the singular purpose of glorifying God. Peter then goes on to tell us why holiness matters and three 
reasons why holiness is our right response to salvation.

Why does holiness matter? Because God is holy. Our first priority is to know God and love God, because God 
saved us to be in a relationship with him. What is our second priority? Love others. Demonstrate God’s love to 
the rest of the world. 

Why does holiness matter? Because everyone of us will stand before the judgment seat of God. Peter says “You 
want motivation to be holy? I’ve got it for you.” You will stand before a holy God and your actions, and even your 
thoughts, will be on display. It ought to produce in you a healthy and righteous fear.

Why does holiness matter? God bought you with blood. God didn’t buy you back with money.  We need to 
remember Good Friday. Know that Jesus’ body was broken for you so you could stand before a Holy God. 
Remember that Jesus’ blood was shed so you would have a defense to a Holy Judgment. Jesus  died for you so 
that you could be seen as Holy.

So as we approach Holy Week, let’s think about the cross, let’s talk about the Gospel, let’s celebrate the grace of 
God and the blood of Jesus. But let’s not forget what our response is to that blood and that is holiness.
 

Scripture

1 Peter 1:16-19



Discussion

1. Before this week, when was the last time you heard a discussion about holiness? What was the context? 
What topics do we hear most often in church?

2. If our response to our salvation is that we are to live lives of holiness, lives set apart for the singular 
purpose of glorifying God, why do we spend so little time talking about it?

3. Read 1 Peter 1:14–15. What should the response to the salvation we have received look like in our lives?

4. If holiness matters because God is holy, how can your speech and life be a little picture of His holiness?  
Where do you find it most difficult to “live holy” in your daily life?

5. The word fear in 1 Peter 1:17 is the Greek word phobos, where our word phobia comes from.  It means 
fear, dread, or terror. What phobias do you have? Do you think we have a healthy understanding, or fear 
of God’s holiness? Why or why not?

6. What is our one defense when we stand before God in judgment? Why?

7. List all the things that Jesus endured on Good Friday. Now reread 1 Peter 1:18-19. How should this be 
an encouragement toward holiness?  

Application

The holy living to which Peter is calling us looks back to a section of the book of Leviticus called The Holiness 
Code. It is where God called His people to exemplify holiness in all areas of life–economic, social, sexual, 
familial. Although we do not live under the levitical laws, Peter is calling us to behavior that imitates God’s 
behavior- Imitatio Dei. 

This week:

• Keep a record of where you succeed and fall short of holiness with your money, time, and talents, with 
friends and coworkers, with your family, and in relationships. 

• Look for obvious areas of un-holiness in your life such as pornography, unhealthy emotional relationhips 
outside of marriage, gossip, substance abuse, unforgiveness, etc.  

• When you find these areas, repent and pursue holiness. 

• Start each day remembering what Jesus endured for you on Good Friday, remember the price He  paid 
with His precious blood, and remember what our response should be to that blood- Holiness.


