
1 Peter 1:6-7
Based on last week’s Practice

1. This past week, did you face any difficulty in your circumstances?
2. Did you experience confidence that God was with you in the circumstance?

Overview

What Peter wrote in the text makes absolutely no sense if Jesus did not rise from the dead. But if the tomb is 
empty, then this is the greatest news you will ever hear.

Peter is telling us that we should jump for joy when we find ourselves being persecuted for our faith. This is a 
strong statement. There is a big difference between being accepting of our circumstances and jumping for joy in 
them. 
 

Scripture

1 Peter 1:6-7, Matthew 13:20-22, Matthew 7:24-27

Discussion

We jump for joy when we encounter a trial because that trial will show us if our faith in Jesus is genuine.

2 Implications:
1. It is possible for us to have a kind of belief in God that does not lead to the salvation of our souls. 

Q: What is the difference between a faith that saves and a faith that does not?
• Jesus talks about the different responses to the preaching of the Word of God

Matthew 13:20–21 (ESV): As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 

• A person that had some kind of belief in God, but when things got hard, they walked away.



Matthew 13:22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

Another had some belief in God, but the cares of the world came in–Relationships, Children, Money, 
Pleasure, Stuff–choked out the word of God and they walked away.

• Jesus is not saying that you can have a saving faith that leads to the salvation of your soul 

and then lose it, but it is entirely possible for you to have some kind of a belief in God that did not lead to 
your salvation.

2. One of the ways God will reveal the genuiness of your faith is in the storm.

Q: What is it about a “storm” that reveals to us whether or not our faith is genuine?

Matthew 7:24–27 (ESV): “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 
27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.” 

Jesus said there are two kinds of people:

• Foundation of their faith on the rock of Jesus
• Foundation on shifting sand

Application

1 Peter 1:6–7 (ESV): In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

• Yes, trials are coming but the word of God tells us sit in the joy of the storm because praise, glory and 
honor are coming.

• Remind each other often: If Jesus didn’t get up out of the grave, that’s the dumbest thing you have ever 
heard, but the tomb is empty and it’s time to celebrate.


