
1 Peter 2:9-11
Based on last week’s Practice

1. Dean started our study with the question, “Why do Christians strive to avoid sin?”. What are some answers 
you would expect to hear?

2. Peter says we have a new identity. What words does he use to describe us?

Scripture

Read 1 Peter 2:9-11

Discussion

Notice the second half of 1 Peter 2:9 (ESV): But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 

Before we were saved, the scripture says we were in a state of darkness:

1) Mental darkness - Before Christ we did not have the ability to know or see or understand the truths of 
God.

Ephesians 4:17 (ESV): Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles 
do, in the futility of their minds.

1 Corinthians 2:14 (ESV): The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 

• Before we are saved, our minds are in a state of darkness. But God in his mercy transfers us into his 
light.

2) Moral darkness - You did not have the ability to keep from sinning

Romans 8:7 (ESV) for the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; 
indeed, it cannot.  



So before Jesus:
- We were in a state of darkness.
- We could not understand the truths of God
- We did not have to the ability to avoid sinning.

But after receiving His salvation, Peter says we now have a new identity and the ability to avoid sin through 
self-discipline and self-control.

The question is: How should this change in our identity transform the way we look at, love, and serve those 
who are not in Christ? 

• When we see sin in an unbeliever’s life, we should respond with compassion, which was always Jesus’ 
response when he saw sin in a unbeliever’s life.

Dean finished with a reminder of the prodigal son story found in Luke 15:11-32, saying the believer will never be 
at home in a far away land. How can you relate to that story and your own battle to avoid sin?


