
1 Peter 1:22 – 2:3
Based on last week’s Practice

1. Have you contemplated the evidence of love for the church in your life?
2. Have you identified people you need to love within the body of Christ?

Overview

Perhaps the greatest threat to the mission of God and his Church is our inability to mature and become more like 
Jesus. A baby that does not mature and grow stands little chance at survival. 

Peter reminds us that growing means that we love each other the way that God has loved us. If we fail to love 
each other, have we experienced the love of God at all?

If we are to survive and thrive as a church, we must grow in our likeness of Jesus. Being with Jesus–becoming like 
Jesus–is the only path to doing what Jesus did. 

If we do not put away childish things, like negative attitudes and sins of speech against one another, the enemy 
has won. 

Scripture

1 Peter 1:22-2:3, 1 John 2:12-14 

Discussion

1. What two commands does Peter give to exiles in this passage? How do these commands relate to the 
emphasis of the verses right before? (See 1Pet. 1:22-25).

2. What are some ways you have seen malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, or slander stunt the spiritual growth 
of believers or of the church? How do these sins show up in your circles and in your own life?

3. Why does Peter liken us to newborn infants? In what ways does Peter want us to be like a newborn?

4. What is the spiritual milk we should be longing for? What context clues lead you to that answer? What 
does it mean to grow into salvation, and how does this spiritual milk help us do that?



5. What are some ways your group and you personally need to “grow up”?

Application

If how we love others in the church is a test of our faith, we should ask ourselves these questions:

• Revisit our series on Practicing the Way of Jesus.

• Consider listening again to the teaching on Scripture.

• Pick up the scripture card on the resource wall in our lobby. 

• Think about your schedule for the week. How can you include more scripture in your spiritual diet?


