
1 Peter 1:22
Based on last week’s Practice

1. What was Holy Week like for you and your family?
2. Was there anything that God reminded you of or something new you experienced?

Overview

Peter reminds us of the ultimate test for our faith–a question that we see in many places throughout the scripture: 
do we love others the way God has loved us?

Verse 22 tells us that our obedience to the gospel produces in us a love for each other. It really isn’t optional. If 
we have surrendered to Jesus, we will begin to love as we have been loved. 

We are, in fact, commanded to love this way. Peter is specifically speaking of the way we love others in the 
church.

Scripture

1 Peter 1:22, 1 John 3:16-18 

Discussion

1. Who is being commanded to love? Read 1 Peter 1:22-23 (those who have been born again)

2. Peter gives two words to describe our love for each other–sincerely and earnestly. Earnest love means 
we have to “stretch”. In other words, this kind of love will cost us something. How often does our love 
for those in the church cost us something?

3. Dean said the point was this: The only people who can love like this are people who have been loved 
like this. Discuss this together.

4. What did it cost God to love you?

5. What would happen if our church became a people who loved each other in deed and not just in word?



Application

If how we love others in the church is a test of our faith, we should ask ourselves these questions:

• Am I quick to forgive others?

• Do I see a pattern in my life of improving in my love for the church?

• Who in my church is struggling?

• How is God calling me to stretch to love and serve someone in my church?


