
C onstruction projects in Mexico, athletic
competitions around the world, fire
service conventions, trips to Russia,

9/11 outreaches, the FFC Tape Ministry, right
down to the monthly gatherings of small
groups of firefighters in firehouses and coffee
shops in big and little cities across the globe,
all have occurred beneath the banner of FFC’s
singular focus.

Recently, in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina came the fulfillment of a 20-year 
vision of FFC leadership, the Firefighters for
Christ Emergency Relief Team (ERT). Much 
of its formation and initial deployment was
chronicled in the previous FFC newsletter. Since
that time the trailers and tools have returned to
California. But before they left, eight FFC teams
had traveled to Mississippi, where the Lord used
the hearts and arms of many FFC members to
help rebuild homes and lives of people shat-
tered by Katrina’s fury. The bulk of the work was
dedicated to the demolition and rebuilding of a
single home in Bay St. Louis, MS, an area devas-

Pray 
Without
Ceasing!

P A G E  1

Continued on Page 2

P A G E  8

E N C O U R A G I N G  F I R E F I G H T E R S  T O  L I V E  T H E I R  L I V E S  F O R  J E S U S  C H R I S T !

FA L L  2 0 0 6

23011 Moulton Parkway, Suite C-13

Laguna Hills, CA 92653

NON PROFIT ORG

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SANTA ANA, CA

PERMIT NO. 849

w w w . f i r e f i g h t e r s f o r c h r i s t . o r g

For over thirty years Firefighters For Christ International has remained

centered on its primary mission—to encourage firefighters to live their

lives for Jesus Christ. This has translated into countless events and out-

reaches over the years, designed to provide opportunities for Christian

firefighters to be challenged and strengthened in their faith by using the

unique gifts and talents God has given them to share the love of Christ.

by Mike Bell, Deputy Chief, Rancho Cucamonga FD

“Just Show Up!”“Just Show Up!”
FFC EMERGENCY RELIEF TEAMS RESPOND

FORWARD & ADDRESS CORRECTION

From rubble comes restoration. God brings new life to Colleen McDevitt
through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Her sign above her door says it all!

Jerry Sillcocks called FFC Intl. three
times from Ground Zero on 9/11 reporting
that God was working in a powerful way as
people shared the love of Jesus. The FDNY
Chapter of FFC and the New York City Cops
For Christ were privileged to have the support
of Rick Camacho, Director of Mission NYC,
Mike Finizio, Pastor of Harvest Fellowship in

FFC At Ground Zero
Manhattan, and Lloyd Pulley, Pastor of Calvary
Chapel Old Bridge, New Jersey. Pastor Mike
Rodriguez of Corona, CA Calvary Chapel
donated all the food and drinks for the day.
As NYC firefighters and police officers gave
their 9/11 testimonies, many people gave away
Bibles and tracts. Praise God! His Word never
returns void.

Diane writes, “Being in Baltimore was
exciting and it was also an awesome way to
involve our children in the ministry. Danielle
and I focused on handing out CDs, particular-
ly the message by Jana Alayra titled, “A Flower
that Blooms in Adversity”. It was wonderful to
be able to hand it to women as they walked

It’s A Family Affair
by and let them know that it was an encour-
aging message for them to hear. As we did
this, the Lord used the children to hand out
Children’s Praise and Bible Stories Cds. They
also gave away pencils and toys that reminded
the children that Jesus loves them!”

“I have not stopped giving thanks for
you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
him better. I pray also that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which he has called
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in
the saints, and his incomparably great power
for us who believe. That power is like the
working of his mighty strength, which he
exerted in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms, far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion, and every title
that can be given, not only in the present age
but also in the one to come. And God placed
all things under his feet and appointed him to
be head over everything for the church, which
is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way.” Ephesians 1:16-23

Beginning in mid-November, FFC’s Inter-
national Office, at 23011 Moulton Pkwy., Suite
C-13, Laguna Hills, CA, will be open for prayer
from 6 to 9:30 AM every Tuesday. Join FFC’s
ministry team and others who desire to pray
God’s Word into your life. Your prayers make 
a tremendous difference. Wherever you are,
“Pray continually; give thanks in all circum-
stances, for this is God will for you in Christ
Jesus.” I Thessalonians 5:17-18

Lt. to rt.: Dominic and Danielle Cassase and their girls, Emily, Natalie, Oliva and Priscilla worked this summer with
Jerry and Diane Sillcocks and their children, Matty and Elizabeth, at FDNY FFC’s booth at Firehouse World Expo.



tated by the hurricane. The home’s owner,
Colleen, has become a Christian through the
love and dedication demonstrated by the will-
ing hearts of people, who in the words of FFC
President John White, “Just showed up.” Prior
to the departure of the last FFC team in Missis-
sippi, as the rebuilt house was being dedicated
to the Lord and occupied by a new saint, a
news team from msnbc.com happened upon
the house, which is located down a dirt road
well off the main highway. The story was car-
ried worldwide on its website.

“That’s the kind of stuff that happens
over and over again when we just show up,”

White said. “The spirit of God can work
incredibly in those situations because we
bring his presence into the midst of them.”

White and FFC leadership is hopeful that
the FFC ERT concept will expand to a list of
over 100 firefighters willing to be dispatched
to respond to the aftermath of Katrina type
disasters in the future. They are pursuing
relationships with other existing relief organi-
zations so they can be deployed strategically
when needed.

The FFC ERT represents the heart of the
entire history and ministry of Firefighters for
Christ. “The ERT and other outreaches have
two main goals that go hand in hand,” White
said. “We want to minister the love of God to
the people directly effected by a disaster, or

living in dismal conditions or living in places
where the Gospel is not readily accessible.
Just as important, though, is the ministry that
occurs within the team. The work we do is
simply a tool or means to meet these greater
purposes,” White commented.

Any member of FFC, that has participat-
ed in an outreach or simply attended a prayer
breakfast or firehouse Bible study, can attest
to the amazing things God does when his
people “Just show up.” The several trips
across the country and back during the 
Katrina outreach led to many opportunities 
to share Christ while on the road. “There was
not a restaurant we stopped at that we did not
share Christ with a waitress, truck driver or
customer,” White said.

These types of situations provide out-
standing opportunities for seasoned FFC mem-
bers to disciple younger ones. The experience
people have on short-term teams is usually
more life changing for the participants as it is
for those who are on the receiving end of the
ministry. Especially effective are the “return
trips” to places like New York City, Mississippi,
Mexico and Ireland, where relationships are
formed and reinforced by a longer commit-
ment than other types of outreaches.

An example of this took place at Calvary
Chapel’s base camp in Bay St. Louis, Mississip-
pi. The relief site was set up within the first few
weeks of Katrina under the direction of Lance
Cook, pastor of Calvary Chapel La Habra, CA.
Lance told John White that he had been in a
park in Queens, New York City in 2002 and had
assisted in a Family Day Festival for FDNY,
which FFC Intl. had sponsored. White shared
the gospel to a crowd of over 300. Lance and
his team personally prayed with several people
that day in New York, who wanted to receive
Christ. John was not aware of this until over
three years later when their paths crossed
again at this disaster site in Mississippi.

“That’s what happens when we just show
up,” John repeated. “It’s not about us. It’s
about Jesus and we get to be part of what he
wants to do in the lives of people in all sorts
of situations. Some times he uses miracles to
change lives, but most often it’s the everyday
trials and tribulations that bring people to a
place of need. That’s when we need to be his
‘presence’ and move as he leads us.”

The mission of an FFC ERT is hardly
any different than that of a single fire-
fighter in a remote station anywhere on
the planet. “Just show up.”

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have. But do this with gen-
tleness and respect.” (I Peter 3:15).

This is “living our lives for Jesus Christ.”
No matter where we are, at home, in the sta-
tion, on scene or on an outreach, with non-
believers or amongst the brethren, the heart
and soul of FFC, its very existence from the
past and as it continues into the future is to
encourage firefighters to “Just show up.” God
will take it from there and those who are
there will be amazed at the things he does in
and through their simple acts of  faithfulness.
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“Just Show Up!”
Continued from Page 1

On FFC’s most recent ERT trip, Mike Esparza, Riverside City FD Division Chief, drove to Bay St. Louis with 
Jim Haney. It had been almost a year since Mike was a division leader for Search and Rescue Teams in New
Orleans. After his 9/11 work at Ground Zero, he returned to NYC to minister. This trip provided Mike with a 
similar opportunity. Mike was reading FFC’s Newsletter before the team had dinner with two firefighters and 
their wives from Gulfport, MS. Their fellowship time was one of the highlights of Mike’s trip.

Lt. to rt.: Mike Esparza, Jim Haney, John White, Jerry White, and Mike Colonna were members of FFC’s most
recent Emergency Relief Team ministry. Sean Barna and his wife Terri, seated in the middle on the rt., introduced
the team to Gulfport firefighter, Mike McCoy and his wife, Jennifer.

Because of the generosity of Bolingbrook 
Rescue the Rescuers Fund, FFC Intl. was able 
to provide a check for $4500 to help rebuild the
McCoy’s home.

Continued on Page 4

The Lord has used the prayers, finances and hard work of so many people to
build Colleen’s house located in Bay St. Louis, MS.

Jane White shed tears as she read Ephesians 3:14-21 to Colleen. Jane is 
praying that Colleen’s home will be a “House of Prayer”.

“That’s the kind of stuff that happens over and over again when we just

show up,” White said.“The spirit of God can work incredibly in those

situations because we bring his presence into the midst of them.”
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T hroughout the world millions of peo-
ple die annually from poor water,
hygiene and preventable diseases. For

the past 22 years Tracey White, paramedic
from Seattle, WA, has shown up all over the
world as a guest lecturer for the Introduction
to Primary Health Care (IPHC).

The IPHC is part of a health care pro-

gram at the University of the Nations, which
has campuses throughout the world. The U of
N is a ministry of Youth With a Mission. This
summer Tracey traveled to Arusha, Tanzania
to help out in one of the classes. His week of
instruction is similar to a first responder
course. By the end of the week the students
are competent in doing a head to toe trauma

exam, take an oral medical history, along 
with recognizing and treating life-threatening
emergencies. As you are well aware it then
takes months to assimilate the information
and see enough patients to be competent.
This class had 9 students from East Africa
and 9 from the US and Canada.

FFC Member Shows Up!FFC Member Shows Up!
FFC is still building a roster for its

Emergency Relief Team. You can express
your interest by e-mailing the office at
firefighters4christusa@mac.com

“Just Show Up!”
Continued from Page 3

During Tracey’s second week in Tanzania, he
accompanied the staff and students to a Maasi village
to work in a field setting. The students still have sever-
al more months in Tanzania, learning and practicing
primary health care. “It was winter in Tanzania and
unbeknown to me, it gets chilly,” related Tracey.
“Could it be the 6000 feet elevation? It’s Africa and
supposed to be hot!”

This photo is Tracey’s favorite. It summarizes his
trip. There are huge needs around the world. If you
have an interest in Tanzania or other areas that
YWAM has ministries, check out their web sights. 
We at FFC Intl. pray that you will be filled and led by
the Holy Spirit, whether you are ministering at home
or in the uttermost parts of the world.

This class photo was taken on the first day of Tracey’s lectures. “I try and have a bonding time with the 
students before we start each week of training,” Tracey said. “We went on a walking safari at a wild life refuge.
The guide carried an AK-47 with a full clip just in case we needed ‘help’ along the way.”

After Tracey’s time in Arusha, he flew up to the northwest
part of Tanzania to a town called Kigoma on Lake Tanganyika.
This is the town where the famous quote originated, “Dr. Liv-
ingston, I presume?” There Tracey met up with a missionary
friend, who he had not seen in 8 years. He is pioneering a med-
ical ministry to villages along the lake, using a helicopter and a
boat, providing care along the 400-mile coastline. They visited
an UN refugee camp, where over 150,000 refugees have lived
since they fled the civil war in the Congo 10 years ago. “We
went up on a Sunday and I was asked to preach,” Tracey said.
“I looked at him, paused and said OK but I need a few minutes.
I prayed and pulled out a printout of some verses my wife had
sent with me and went for it. Through a translator I shared
Philippians 4:1-19. ‘Don’t Worry— Just Pray,’ was the theme.”

Hi Everyone, we have updated the Calvary Chapel Relief website. From the new
site you can still view the past website and reflect on all of the good things God
has done. The new website is www.limitlessboundaries.org/Relief/Relief.html. We
encourage you to visit and we would also like to update our data. If you would like
to continue to receive updates, please do the following:

1. Choose the button labeled “Future disaster & relief info”
2. Choose the button labeled “Get involved”
3. Fill out the section “Keep me in the loop”

This will automatically send Calvary Chapel Relief an email with your information.
Blessings,
CALVARY CHAPEL RELIEF

Praise be to God! Colleen and others, who have received the Lord since Katrina, are no longer going to
their Bible Studies in a tent. The Lord has given them a brand new church. Here’s the latest update from
Calvary Chapel Relief. What a gift they have been to FFC ERT teams!

Lt. to rt.: Jim Haney, Mike Colonna and Jerry White
started their work day with somewhat dry shirts. Every
bit of their clothing was drenched, though, as soon as
they began digging holes for Colleen’s footings.

Lt. to rt.: According to Bay St. Louis’ residents,
August’s heat and humidity was higher than normal.
Scott and Eric from Seattle, WA were God’s answer 
to John White’s prayer. Scott is the husband of a dear
Russian girl, who interpreted for FFC members during
their 1994 Russia trip. Eric is a firefighter for Everett,
WA. These strong men were vital in doing the work
that needed to be done at Colleen’s house.

“Now glory be to God! By His mighty power at work within us, He is able to accomplish infinitely more than we
would ever dare to ask or hope. May He be given glory in the church and in Christ Jesus forever and ever through
endless ages. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21

Out of 90,000 square miles of Katrina’s devasta-
tion, God sent Mike Brunker of msnbc news to wit-
ness the dedication of Colleen’s house to the Lord.
On August 29th, Colleen’s story was front page on
msnbc’s website. Mike’s quote: “They arrive just in
time for a blessing of Colleen McDevitt’s new pink
home with a “Thank you, Jesus” sign hanging above
the front door.”



Body of Christ Builds TogetherBody of Christ Builds Together

Please print on this reservation form and enclose your check for the total amount and mail to:
Firefighters For Christ, International, 23011 Moulton Parkway, Suite C-13, Laguna Hills, CA 92653

or register and pay at www.firefightersforchrist.org

23011 Moulton Parkway, Suite C-13   •   Laguna Hills, California 92653   •   949-770-7759   •   www.firefightersfor christ.org

Price Per Person Number of Total Cost
Reservations

FRIDAY, February 9th
6 – 9 PM – FFC DINNER $23.00 per person ________ ________

SATURDAY, February 10th
8:00 – 11 AM INTL. BREAKFAST $18.00 per person ________ ________
5 – 6:30 PM FFC DINNER
7 – 9 PM PRAYER & PRAISE

SUNDAY, February 11th
9:45 – 12 Noon – BRUNCH $15.00 per person ________ ________

Please enclose check for TOTAL AMOUNT: ________

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE

EMAIL

FIRE DEPARTMENT

6 – 9 PM – FFC DINNER *
$23.00* per person

n  Hilton Hotel –
18800 MacArthur Blvd., Irvine

5 – 6:30 PM – FFC DINNER
$10.00 per person (Pay at restaurant)

n  Souplantation Restaurant, 2825 Main, Irvine

7 – 9 PM – PRAYER & PRAISE
n  John & Jane White’s House – 60 Fairlake, Irvine 
n  Directions available at FFC Breakfast

CHURCH SERVICE
n  FFC Service – Hilton Hotel @ 8:15 AM

9:45 – 12 Noon – BRUNCH
$15.00 per person   

n  El Torito Restaurant
n 18512 MacArthur Blvd., Irvine

SATURDAY EveningFRIDAY, February 9th SUNDAY, February 11th

* Firefighters for Christ must guarantee to pay for your reservations before the weekend, so we ask you to pay for each reservation that you must cancel after February 6, 2007!

PRE-PAID RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED & MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE FEBRUARY 6, 2007

International 
Breakfast
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2007
8:00AM – 11:00AM

Irvine Hilton Hotel, 18800 MacArthur Blvd., Irvine, CA
Right across the street from the John Wayne Airport

Invite veteran, active & next generation firefighters!
$18.00 per person*— Reserved tables of 10 must be paid in advance.

Join us for one event or for the entire weekend..
Call 800.445.8667 for Hilton Hotel room reservations — $99.00 for Single/Double Occupancy

COME FOR FFC’S INTERNATIONAL WEEKEND RETREAT!

Pete McKenzie
IS AN OUTSTANDING

COMMUNICATOR!

FEBRUARY 7–9, 2007  •  IRVINE, CALIFORNIA
Man to Man Retreat—Our Mission, Our Ministry • Wisdom for Wives • details on www.firefightersforchrist.org
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Orange County fire-
fighter, Darren Purcell,
nails a window into a
house that he and other
FFC families built in Otay
Mesa, Mexico this sum-
mer. FFC members from
Morongo Basin, LA
County, and San Diego
City joined forces with
Baja Christian Ministries
to build a home for Mar-
garita and one of her 6
children. Margarita is a
60+ year old grandmoth-
er, who cleans houses in
order to provide for her-
self and her 34-year-old
disabled son.

Jerry White is a veteran at building houses in Mexico.
He and his wife Jennifer love to serve Jesus.

Jordan and Payton, Darren Purcell’s daughters, had
a fun weekend. Jody, his wife, not pictured, completed
their family work party.

Margarita donated her former home to a friend. Watch the web for the dates of
FFC’s next trip. It’s a great adventure watching God do HIS work!

The 3 rooms and loft home were completed in two days. Gabriel Hammett,
USMC Fire and Services Emergency, from FFC’s Morongo Basin Chapter, enjoyed
the kids and the work.

FFC’s team included 14 adults and 10 children.
Jennifer White said, “The best part of our weekend
was presenting Margarita with a Spanish Bible and
telling her how much Jesus loves her. We then gave
her the keys to her new house. We were all tired 
and dirty Sunday night as we pulled away from her
home, yet we were full of joy because we knew that
Margarita, her children and neighbors had experi-
enced the love of God.”

Boys will be boys! They couldn’t pass up buying
these slingshots from a street vendor.


