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Although South Sudan is considered to be a “Christian” nation, many of its people are steeped in
centuries of animistic beliefs. Animism is the belief that natural objects possess souls or that life
is ‘animated’ by spirits such as the environment, animals, and forces of nature. People worship
such supernatural spirits and live in fear of them. 

Animistic practices abound. If a judge in a court case between two people cannot determine
which of the two is telling the truth, both parties are required to take an oath. Then, for a certain
period of time, the community watches the clans of the two. If there's a tragedy in one of the
clans, such as someone dying, they believe that is a judgment proving that the clan member has
not told the truth. Other members of the clan hurriedly take a goat to the spear master (a local
magician or diviner), who slaughters it. The clan members must all drink a goat blood mixture to
ward off additional adversity in the family. 

The spear master is believed to have mystical powers and insights into environmental and
societal problems. When there hasn’t been rain for some time, a spear master will ask people to
contribute so that he can kill a goat and make a feast for the spirits to send rain. Also, if there is
a sick person, family members often consult a spear master, who will sometimes indicate that a
neighbor has put a "curse" on their family. 

These widely accepted animistic beliefs and practices are being challenged by the truth of God's
Word. As people become Christians, the Lord is changing hearts and minds through the
teaching of the Word. Pastors exhort their congregations to pray to God for rain and not
contribute towards the spear master’s rituals. Christians are refusing to bring their sick children
to the spear master, even at great pressure from the community, and are standing strong in
their faith even if God allows their child to die. Others are rejecting rituals that are said to protect
them, such as drinking a goat blood mixture or having the spear master leave a spear in their
shop as protection from misfortune. Instead, they are trusting in God and his Word.

Prayer Points
-That the Lord would be turning many away from the fruitless beliefs of animism. Pray that they
would see God as being the Judge, the Healer, and the Sustainer of Life. 
-That church leaders would stand strong in teaching the truths of the Bible even when it goes
against long-believed cultural practices. 
-That Christians would remain strong in the face of community pressures to turn to other things
than God for protection and provision. 
-Pray for the Cush4Christ team as they continue to learn more about these cultural beliefs, that
they would be wise and discerning in building bridges to help others to see the truth about God
and the world. 


