
Dear FPC Family and Friends,

This morning our Session approved the following recommendation from our Covid 19 Task Force.

As we continue to care for the needs of God’s people and strive to be good witnesses in our neighborhoods, we are monitoring

the rising number of cases of Covid-19 closely. The situation in Macon is very serious. 

We remain committed to in-person public worship, Christian education, and discipleship, but we recognize the burden placed

on the already overextended medical community. We want you to know that we are listening to you and praying for you. We

also feel a burden to love and care for the community around us. In keeping with our mission statement, we are committed to

ministering to our neighborhood, our communities, and the world.

Out of an abundance of caution there are some steps we can all can take when we come to church to mitigate this crisis. This

coming Sunday, and for all indoor FPC activities, we encourage you to wear a mask and maintain physical distance whenever

possible. 

Masks and hand sanitizer will be available at all the entrances, and signs encouraging masks and social distance will be put

back up this week.

Our outdoor service will continue each Sunday (weather permitting) at 9:00 a.m. Adult and youth Sunday School classes will

continue at 10:10 and the indoor service will be at 11:15 and livestreamed. 

Should any of you feel unsure or unsafe, please stay home and join us online. If you have any covid related symptoms (cough,

fever, cold or flu-like symptoms) please stay home and join us on-line. And if you have definitely been exposed (in close

proximity indoors for 15 minutes or more) to someone who tested positive for Covid 19, you should quarantine for 7 days and

get tested. (Approved by the FPC Session 8/31/2021)

Probably like you, I had hoped the disruption, grief, and damage from CV19 was behind us. But it is not. Several members of our

congregation have lost loved ones or friends due to CV19, livelihoods have been impacted, and face-to-face fellowship has

been greatly curtailed. Being forced to quarantine can produce a very spiritually unhealthy isolation for everyone involved. On

a personal note, I abhor wearing masks just as much as you do. The national politics surrounding such borders on the absurd

and the mixed messages from The White House, the CDC, and the NIH have not instilled confidence that masks are necessary

or helpful. But I do respect and appreciate the doctors here in our church, and they are strongly recommending we not drop

our guard at this time. So my response to the question of why we are doing this is, “Because the physicians in our church who

love this congregation strongly believe this is for our own protection and will help us get through this scourge sooner rather

than later."

Your Brother in Christ,

Chip


