
First United Methodist Church 
May 24, 2020                  11:00 a.m. 

Welcome, Visitors and Friends 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Rev. Ben Crismon 

 

INVOCATION 
Rev. Garry Teeter 

 

HYMN 
O Worship the King – pg. 73 

 

1. O worship the King, all glorious above, O 
gratefully sing God’s power and God’s 
love; our Shield and Defender, the Ancient 
of Days, pavilioned in splendor, and girded 
with praise.  
 
2. O tell of God’s might, O sing of God’s 
grace, whose robe is the light, whose 
canopy space, whose chariots of wrath the 
deep thunderclouds form, and dark is 
God’s path on the wings of the storm. 
 
3. The earth with its store of wonders 
untold, Almighty, thy power hath founded 
of old; hath stablished it fast by a 

changeless decree, and round it hath cast, 
like a mantle, the sea.  
 
4. Thy bountiful care, what tongue can 
recite? It breathes in the air, it shines in 
the light; it streams from the hills, it 
descends to the plain, and sweetly distills 
in the dew and the rain.  
 
5. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the 
end, our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and 
Friend.  
  

 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

Rev. Ben Crismon 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC 

“It is Well With My Soul” – Josh Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SERMON 
Reclaim: 

 A Journey with God 
 Ezra 8:15-34 and 9:1 – 10:5 (NRSV) 

Rev. Taylor Loy 

 
Ezra 8:15-34 (NRSV)  
15 I gathered them by the river that runs to Ahava, and there we camped three days. As I 
reviewed the people and the priests, I found there none of the descendants of Levi. 16 Then I 
sent…to send us ministers for the house of our God. 18 Since the gracious hand of our God 
was upon us, they brought us a man of discretion, of the descendants of Mahli son of Levi son 
of Israel, namely Sherebiah, with his sons and kin, eighteen; 19 also Hashabiah and with him 
Jeshaiah of the descendants of Merari, with his kin and their sons, twenty; 20 besides two 
hundred twenty of the temple servants, whom David and his officials had set apart to attend 
the Levites. These were all mentioned by name. 
 
21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might deny ourselves before our 
God, to seek from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our possessions. 22 
For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and cavalry to protect us against the 
enemy on our way, since we had told the king that the hand of our God is gracious to all who 
seek him, but his power and his wrath are against all who forsake him. 23 So we fasted and 
petitioned our God for this, and he listened to our entreaty. 
 
31 Then we left the river Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to go to Jerusalem; the 
hand of our God was upon us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy and from 
ambushes along the way. 32 We came to Jerusalem and remained there three days. 
 
Ezra 9:1 - 10:5 (NRSV)  
1 After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said, “The people of 
Israel, the priests, and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the 
lands with their abominations, from the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, 
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2 For they have taken some 
of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons. Thus the holy seed has mixed 
itself with the peoples of the lands, and in this faithlessness the officials and leaders have led 
the way.” 3 When I heard this, I tore my garment and my mantle, and pulled hair from my 
head and beard, and sat appalled. 4 Then all who trembled at the words of the God of Israel, 
because of the faithlessness of the returned exiles, gathered around me while I sat appalled 
until the evening sacrifice. 
5 At the evening sacrifice I got up from my fasting, with my garments and my mantle torn, 
and fell on my knees, spread out my hands to the Lord my God, 6 and said, 



“O my God, I am too ashamed and embarrassed to lift my face to you, my God, for our 
iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has mounted up to the heavens. 7 
From the days of our ancestors to this day we have been deep in guilt, and for our iniquities 
we, our kings, and our priests have been handed over to the kings of the lands, to the sword, 
to captivity, to plundering, and to utter shame, as is now the case. 8 But now for a brief 
moment favor has been shown by the Lord our God, who has left us a remnant, and given us a 
stake in his holy place, in order that he may brighten our eyes and grant us a little sustenance 
in our slavery.  
 
10:1  
While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping and throwing himself down before the 
house of God, a very great assembly of men, women, and children gathered to him out of 
Israel; the people also wept bitterly. 2 Shecaniah son of Jehiel, of the descendants of Elam, 
addressed Ezra, saying, “We have broken faith with our God and have married foreign 
women from the peoples of the land, but even now there is hope for Israel in spite of this. 3 So 
now let us make a covenant with our God to send away all these wives and their children, 
according to the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the commandment of our 
God; and let it be done according to the law. 4 Take action, for it is your duty, and we are with 
you; be strong, and do it.” 5 Then Ezra stood up and made the leading priests, the Levites, and 
all Israel swear that they would do as had been said. So they swore. 
 
 
Nehemiah 8:1-12 (NRSV)  
1 all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe 
Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, 
the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could 
hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it 
facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of 
the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law. 4 The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been 
made for the purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and 
Maaseiah on his right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hash-baddanah, 
Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood 
up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to 
the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, 
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the 
law, while the people remained in their places. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of 
God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn 
or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to 
them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for 



whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy 
of the Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this 
day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to 
send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were 
declared to them. 
 
Sermon Notes 
1. How we ___________________ should match the _________________. 
2. God is not __________________ of our lives, but the _________________.  
3. Our strength is in the _________________________, not in _________, ___________, or 
_______________.  
 
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
The Apostle’s Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth;  
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
   the third day he rose from the dead; 
   he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
   From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

OFFERTORY 
 

INVITATION 
 


