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Pastors’ Paragraphs
(From sermon, “Victory, By Surrender” For greater detail listen to Mark’s sermons on 8/16, 8/23)

It’s always happening but we are often not conscious that it is a vital part of
making us who we become as we walk with Jesus.

Conflict, strife, hardship and trials. We all have them, some more than others and
sometimes more often than at other times. 

Also in the midst of those “less than favored times in life,” we some times deal
with those difficulties without leaning on God for help with what to do, or without
looking for the purpose in those hardships.

Jacob has to be the poster child for this. The book of Romans chapter 9 makes it
clear that God had a specific purpose for Jacob and, though he was a trickster, and
suplanter, (it’s what his name means) of the twins born to Rebekkah and Isaac,
although he was not “first born” he received the “birthright” and “blessing” from
Isaac by sheer thievery. He, in the providence of God also fathered the “12 Tribes
of Israel.” That’s a pretty important role in the scheme of all humanity!

I won’t spend the time here to explain all of how and why God did this but I will
say that Jacob’s life (partly because of what he did to Esau, his twin brother)
became a long series of hardship and difficulty. Genesis 25-35 gives the account of
his life.

It’s worth looking at to see how what God wants to give us by His grace should not
be acquired by our own selfish scheming. We see Jacobs encounters with God
revealed God’s promise and intention for his life but Jacob is always working that
out by means of his own methods. It all comes down to his being “broken” at
Peniel, (Genesis 32:22-30) where God “jumps him” and they wrestle all night.

It’s kind of a picture of his whole life up till then. At daybreak Jacobs hip is put out
of joint and all he can do is “hang on for his life.” He realizes somewhere in the
struggle who he’s wrestling and refuses to “let go” until God blesses him so God
changes his name to Israel and changed “the way he walked” forever.

God longs to bless us and has promised us He would. We RECEIVE this blessing
according to His will and His word. It happens daily, reading His word and
praying. It happens together with others in the context of His church in worship,
Bible study and fellowship and it happens in His time, which is seldom at the time
we would like it to.

These are Good days to remember He is working to bring us all into His blessings,
His will, His way. “Hold On” and don’t fight Him, Follow Him!!!.

Pastor Mark



Assistant Pastor’s Paragraphs

A lot of things have been going on in the world that are bizarre and not normal

to what we would expect and whether you realize it or not you have a response

to those things. There are many different ways that you could respond to the

current events of our time. You could choose to let the media influence your

response or you could let what people around you are saying affect your

response or if you are a Christian, you could look to the scripture to see how you

should respond. That’s right, there are scripture verse that tell us exactly how we

as Christians should respond to the world around us. Let’s take a look at (James

3:13-18)

Wisdom from Above

Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show13 

his works in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish14 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the15 

wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For16 

where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile

practice. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open17 

to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of18 

righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

Verses 14-16 is the exact definition of the world’s response to what’s going on

around them. But verses 17-18 describe how the Christian should respond to the

world around them. The response to the world that a Christian should be

exercising is first pure, or to say a pure motive or a pure heart regarding the

matter. Then it should be peaceable and gentle. Charles Spurgeon once said that

“For us to hate those who are in error or talk of them with contempt or wish them

ill, or do them wrong, is not according to the Spirit of Christ. You cannot cast out

Satan by Satan, nor correct error by violence, nor overcome hate by hate. The

conquering weapon of the Christian is Love.”  This statement is the embodiment

of mercy and good fruits and exemplifies impartiality and the sincerity of the

Christian believer. I think that (Romans 12:18) sums up (James 3:18) when it says,

“If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.” So,

whatever your response is to the world around you be sure that it is a peaceful

response, so that, the harvest of your response may promote the Character of

God in righteousness

Assistant Pastor

Jackie Boyd

  



Operation Christmas Child 

The basket is out in the foyer for Operation Christmas Child. I just wanted

to remind you, if you haven’t started collecting for your shoeboxes yet, it’s

beyond time to start! Items such as soap, washcloth, toothbrush, comb and

school supplies for sure. School supplies are usually on sale during the

summer, so watch for them. Also remember some fun things, jump rope,

balls, dolls, small tools, depending whether you’re packing for an older or

younger child, boy or girl. Plastic shoeboxes are available at a number of

store, usually $1 or less. OCC boxes will soon be found in the foyer.

As always, please watch out for my tail!

                     

                                                                                                     A. Little Churchmouse  

  

WMU We will meet on September the 24 at 10:00 am in the Fireside Room.. All  

ladies are invited to attend our regular meetings. 

As I’ve said, watch the bulletin for further information! If you have any questions
on any of the above, please contact me at 830-0067 or at perrigodk@yahoo.com

       

     

 

ADULT CHOIR 

      Cho  i r will not resume until we have a go ahead from the powers in charge  
     of Covid19 "stuff."   Take heart. We will be back worshiping and praising      
     our Lord in song. Just not yet. 



September

3 Stan Martinrd

4 Afton N. Kempth

5 Randy Brumundth

8 Greg Dresselth

11 Mark Faloonth

Tommy Franks

Pat Casey

Regina Clark

14     Michael Mulkeyth

15 Ellen Plaugherth

Jackey Millican

17 Marilyn Sargentth

20  Karol Michelth

Katrina Boyd

21  Tom Sargentst

21      Don Lyonsst

23 Linda Marshallrd

27 Linda Dombroskith



R.I.S.E Youth

     In our culture today the Bible is under attack. Even amongst Christian believers

there are debates about the origins and truthfulness of where the Bible came from
and who wrote it. The content and meanings are under attack and the interpretation
is up for question. With this reality of what is going on around us the Youth have
begun a study on by Josh McDowell, who not only encountered these realities as a
young man but was in fact one of societies skeptics of the Bible and its message. In
an attempt to prove the Bible wrong Josh McDowell learned the truth of God’s
saving grace and has now written a study titled “A ready Defense.” I (1 Peter 3:15)
States “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as Holy, always being prepared to
make a defense to anyone wo ask you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet
do it with gentleness and respect.” So, the youth group is now in depth with this
study and learning what validates the Bible and its content. They are learning facts
about history, prophecy and the relevancy of the Bible. 

    They youth had a variety of events scheduled but due to COVID-19 some of
those events have been canceled. They are still in the planning process to have the
Pie Auction and possibly some other fund raisers. The youth recently had a cleanup
day and cleaned out lots of things in the youth room and adjacent room upstairs in
the C building. They sold an old pool table and coke machine to make more space
available in the classroom. They also sterilized the room and deep cleaned it. New
lock on the attack doors were also installed. The youth group is staying as active as
they can and will be helping out with some up coming C.A.T team opportunities.  

Pastor Jackie

Information on our Building “C” Loan . 

This loan is not in our annual budget and depends on donations to the Building Fund over
and above your tithe.

Balance on Loan        $ 338,061.66

Monthly Payment     
Principal         2052.68
Interest         1307.34

                  3360.02

Received as of 8/23/20  2199.58


