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Thursday, May 28, 2020 
 
 
Official Reopening Plan for Fellowship Church Louisville 
 
While we are all looking forward to the day when we are able to worship corporately with no 
restrictions, the elders have decided that day has not yet come.  However, the day to slowly 
re-enter into corporate worship for those who are able has come! With the help of your input 
via survey and the assistance of wise counsel, we have created a plan that will gradually 
phase us into gathering in smaller groups.   
 
Because of space limitations and standards that we have decided to implement in terms of 
cleanliness, we are inviting roughly half of the church back on June 7 and the other half on 
June 14.   
 
On June 7, we are inviting the following gospel community groups to attend: 
 
 Dave and Leigh Jolley  Justin and Lindsey Wilkey 
 Steven and Amanda Benzel  Dillon and Melanie Graham 
 Lee and Tricia NesSmith  Seth and Lindsey Hannan 
 Todd and Emily Pellowe  Adam and Dashia Isaacs 
 Brandon and Ashley Smith  Kyle and Marcia Post 
 
On June 14, we are inviting the following gospel community groups to attend:  
 

Andy and Caitlin Barlow  Dean and Wendy Brunton 
 Cory and Chelsey Adkinson  David and Cynthia Bosch 
 Bryan and Danielle Baise  David and Natalie Chrisman 
 Quintin and Hayli Craig  Brandon and Katie Queen 
 Matt and Holly Webster  Greg and Jenn Taylor 
 
We are also aware that our single community is especially affected by the isolating nature of 
this season and would love to extend an invitation to our single community to attend any and 
all upcoming services.  We would also like to invite guests to attend upcoming services.  If 
you are not currently in a gospel community group, please pick a Sunday to attend and stick 
to that rotation until further notice.   
 
If you have a fever, cough, sneeze, shortness of breath, or show any signs of COVID-19 or 
have been in contact with someone known to carry COVID-19 in the last 14 days, we require 
you to stay at home and would invite you to watch the service online.  
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Expectations of those who attend: 
• We ask that social distancing between family units be maintained at all times. If your 

family unit sits on the same row as another, leave at least 3 empty chairs between 
family units.  We will leave every other row empty.  Ushers will assist with seating. 

• To maintain social distancing, we ask that children stay with their parents at ALL times. 
If your child is too young to be able to stay by your side at all times, we ask that you 
stay home and watch the service online. According to your family, you may opt to 
have one parent stay home with younger children and another come to the in-person 
gathering with older children. We leave this to each family’s discretion. 

• You must wear a face mask at all times that covers your nose and mouth.  We will 
reassess this requirement later.  For now, we are asking everyone (over two years old) 
to wear a face mask in the building.  People on the platform will not be required to 
wear a mask during that time but are expected to be at least 6 feet apart.   

• We ask that you not shake hands or hug anyone outside of your family unit. 
• Please avoid touching face, mouth, nose, and eyes to the greatest extent possible. 
• We have been advised to limit bathroom capacity to one individual at a time so please 

plan ahead. 
 
What the service will be like:  

• Weather permitting, you may fellowship with others outside before and after the 
service, maintaining social distancing guidelines. Doors will open at 9:45am, with the 
worship service starting at 10am. 

• Enter through the west entrance straight into the sanctuary.  We’ll have signage, 
ushers, and greeters to assist.   

• The lobby will not be used for congregating, but only as a “cry-room” during the 
service. 

• We plan to worship our God through singing and ask that you wear your mask to 
mitigate risk of spreading droplets. 

• We also plan to take the Lord’s Supper together and will do so by giving each family 
individual meals upon entering the service.   

• There will be no Fellowship Kids, until further notice. 
• There will be no refreshments or coffee, until further notice. Feel free to bring coffee 

from home.  
 
Additional precautions being taken: 

• Cleaning/disinfecting before and after worship services. 
• Multiple outside doors will remain open during our service time and the HVAC system 

will continually cycle air to reduce the density of exported air particles in the room. 
• We will keep outside doors and bathroom doors propped open at all times so you 

don’t have to touch any door handles.  
• We will have masks available for anyone who is not able to acquire one.   
• We will have hand sanitizer stations at the doors.   
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Anticipated Questions:  
• Can higher risk persons attend?  While we require anybody who is sick to stay home, 

we would ask that higher risk persons consider their risk and come if they so desire.  
The CDC describes higher risk individuals as those who: are 65 years and older, live in 
a care facility or nursing home, have chronic lung issues or asthma, have serious heart 
conditions, are immunocompromised, have diabetes, have chronic liver kidney 
disease, have liver disease, or are severely obese (BMI over 40).  

• How long will we be meeting in smaller groups like this?  We will remain in a constant 
state of evaluation and may shift course sooner or later.  Depending on our capacities 
to clean and handle traffic, we are open to a several service model where everyone 
will be able to attend each week.  Thank you for your patience on this.  Again, our 
hope is that we will be able to worship without restriction soon.  Please join us in 
praying towards that end. 

• Do I really have to wear a mask?  Yes.  For the time being, we are asking everyone over 
the age of two to wear a mask when inside the church building.  We know this may be 
uncomfortable and awkward for some. However, we see it as a means of mitigating 
the potential spread of COVID-19.  We will continue to evaluate and look forward to 
the day when this will not be a requirement.   

• What should I do on Sundays when my gospel community group isn’t invited?  We 
encourage gospel community groups and other organic smaller groups to worship 
together as possible. 

• How can I help?  We expect to need help ushering, cleaning, and making masks.  If 
you’d like to serve in these ways, contact Todd Pellowe at 
todd@fellowshiplouisville.org.   

 
We are aware that there are many opinions on how this should be done.  Please know that 
your elder team loves Fellowship Church dearly and is trying its very best to lead in a way that 
is biblically faithful and obedient to the Lord’s will for us in this unusual season.  Thank you for 
doing your part to be eager to maintain the spirit of unity with the precious body of believers 
that is Fellowship Church.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Elders of Fellowship Church  


