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Introduction
 

>>><<<

It possibly happened to you over the Thanksgiving holiday: you
walk into the living room to find your family and friends in the
middle of a good movie. As you sit down to join them, you know
that all kinds of important things have happened already. You just
don’t know what. Who are these characters? How did they get into
this situation? Why do they keep saying that? you think to yourself.
At this point, you have two options. You can exasperate your
fellow-movie watchers by interrupting the story flow and
demanding answers to all those questions (there’s one in every
family!). Or you can quietly settle in and try to figure the story out
for yourself. The second option is better movie etiquette, but you
probably won’t get the full story that way. 

Reading the Christmas story in the Bible can be like that. If you
turn to Matthew or Luke and begin reading, you can certainly pick
up on the basic plot. But you can also tell that a lot has already
happened in the story that you should know about. One of those
tipoffs is that everyone keeps talking about David. Matthew begins
his Christmas story by tracing Jesus’s genealogy back to David the
king (Matt 1:1–17). The angel tells Mary that God “will give to him
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:31–
33) He is born “in the city of David.” (Luke 2:11) People praise God
for remembering his old promises, including those he made long
before to David. If we’re going to understand the Christmas story,
apparently it would help to know what’s going on with David. 



That’s what we are going to do this December, in this little book.
We’re going to learn about the great promise God made to David,
to raise up from his family line a king who would rule forever. And
then we are going to meet many of the sons of David who came
along between the giving and the fulfillment of that promise at
Christmastime. The stories of these kings of Israel and Judah are
found in the Old Testament books of Kings and Chronicles—that
part of your Bible where the gold hasn’t been rubbed off the edges
yet! Some of these kings, like David and Solomon, may be familiar.
Others, like Ahaz and Amaziah, are probably less so. I admit it’s a
somewhat unconventional approach to the Christmas season. But
“Advent” is all about looking forward to the arrival of Jesus, and
understanding how much we need a Savior. I can’t think of many
parts of the Bible that expose our desperation for a deliverer quite
like this. I’m sure you’ll get your fix of shepherds and wise men
elsewhere by the time Christmas comes. But how many pastors are
going to give you a bunch of dead kings for Christmas? You’re
welcome. 

One more thing. Your copy of the Old Testament will frequently
include the word “Lord” in all caps: “LORD.” This indicates the
personal name of God revealed to his covenant people: “Yahweh,”
or “Jehovah.” It’s the difference in someone making a vague
reference to “God,” and declaring the name of “the Lord Jesus
Christ.” The latter is far more specific and personal, and I think
that matters. So whenever I preach or teach, I tend to use the
personal name of “Yahweh” whenever it occurs in the text. May the
Lord direct each of our hearts this December to Jesus, the Root and
Descendant of David, the King who came to serve and save needy
sinners. 



 

 

December 1

David and the Promise
 

>>>2 Samuel 7:1-17<<<

Our story begins with David, Israel’s greatest king, in the same spot
many of you found yourselves in on Black Friday. He wants to pick
the perfect gift for someone he loves very much. But what do you
get for Someone who already, literally, “has it all”?

In 2 Samuel 7, David finally wears the crown, after a long, rugged
climb to the top. No more running from Saul or hiding in caves.
He’s conquered his enemies. The people love him. He has
established his throne, just like God promised when the old
prophet Samuel had anointed him with oil. But as he looks around
at his beautiful palace, David starts thinking about where God is
living these days. And to put it nicely, God’s house has seen better
days. Since the time of Moses, God has lived among his people in a
tent called “the tabernacle.” Its centuries-old stitches must now be
strained and stretched, its goatskin coverings sun-bleached and
stained. That’s when inspiration strikes David. “I know just what I
can get for God: a house! A beautiful, permanent Temple!” Nathan
the prophet affirms him: “Perfect! God will love it!” 

But Nathan spoke too soon, as God tells him that night. As much as
he appreciates the thought, God doesn’t want David to build him a
house. He likes his humble tent just fine. And if God wanted to
upgrade, he wouldn’t need to ask David! Finally, God’s purpose for
David does not include building a Temple; he’s chosen someone
else for that. It’s a humbling reminder that we don’t get to pick
how God uses us.

1



If that sounds like a downer, God then shares good news with
David. “David, you’re not going to build me a house…but I’m going
to build you a house!” The house God will build David will not be
constructed of wood or brick; God wants to give David a royal
dynasty. After David is gone, God will raise up his son, and allow
him to build that glorious Temple for him. God will form a special,
loving relationship with David’s son, the king—like a father to a
son! God will stay committed to this son of David. Even if he falls
into sin, God won’t remove his kingdom, like he removed Saul’s.
Finally, God will establish the kingdom of David’s son forever; it
will never end. This means David’s name will never perish in
history. Other kingdoms will rise and fall, but “the house of David”
will always stand strong. It’s hard to imagine a more spectacular
promise! It is sometimes called the “Davidic Covenant.” It will
shape the rest of the Bible, and history: the psalms, prophets, and
New Testament will all refer back to it constantly.

But the story takes some surprising turns from here. At first,
everyone assumes God plans to raise up one son of David after
another to rule the Kingdom of Israel, forever. That is how it works
for several hundred years—the period covered in 1–2 Kings. But as
we will discover, none of David’s sons measure up to David. Some
are nice guys who just miss the mark; others are downright evil.
They will lead God’s people into all kinds of sin and judgment. It
doesn’t seem like the kind of dynasty God had in mind in 2 Samuel
7. Unless, of course, God had something totally different in mind
all along. At the end of the long, winding, broken road of failed
sons of David, God would raise up at Christmas one, Perfect Son of
David, who would rule forever and ever. Let’s follow.
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December 2 

An Unstoppable Kingdom
 

>>>1 Kings 1<<<

Our reading today is not a Christmas favorite, but maybe it should
be. It establishes a pattern we will see over and over in our “Son of
David” saga, all the way to the manger.

First, notice the crisis that arises (1–10). Everyone can see mighty
David is on his last leg. Now God has chosen David’s son, Solomon,
to follow him as king, and be that great temple-builder. Problem is,
David has quite a few sons (that’s another story)! One of them,
Adonijah, plans to seize the throne for himself. We don’t have to
wonder if he’s a good guy or a bad guy—not when he “exalts
himself” (5) instead of humbly trusting God, or when he leaves
David’s most faithful friends out of his plot (7–8), or when he
sacrifices at “the serpent’s stone (9–10).” Even his “handsome” (5)
appearance is suspicious—that’s how the Bible described classic bad
guys Saul (1 Sam 9:2) and Absalom (2 Sam 14:25)! The point is,
before David is even in the grave, we already have a crisis in the
“son of David” line, a threat to God’s plan for a kingdom ruled by
his chosen one. We’ll keep on seeing this all the way until King
Herod tries to kill baby Jesus. Maybe it shouldn’t surprise us when
God’s purposes seem threatened today.  

But also, take note of the characters God uses (11–27). While God’s
plan teeters on the verge of disaster, King David…shivers in the
bed? Heroic David is surprisingly passive while God’s plan is being
high-jacked by Adonijah. But David’s unavailability does not limit
the living God. He can raise up anyone to preserve his plan! 
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In this case, he forms a surprising coalition. I can’t get over the
irony of Nathan and Bathsheba teaming up—the woman most
closely associated with the Bible’s greatest scandal, and the fiery
preacher who exposed it (2 Sam 11–12)! Yet with all kinds of water
having gone under the bridge, God now uses the two of them to
rescue the story of the son of David, and rouse the old Lion of
Judah to roar one last time! You never know where life may take
you, and you never know what God’s grace has up its sleeve. God
keeps using unlikely, unqualified, undeserving people to do his
work all the way until he brings the true Son of David to the
throne. Best of all, he’s still doing it! I find great hope in that.

Finally, we’re encouraged by the conclusion God brings (28–53).
Once David finally re-engages, he realizes it’s down to a race to the
throne. If Adonijah holds his coronation first, the people will all
assume he’s David’s chosen successor. They will all get behind
Adonijah, and then it will take a civil war to install Solomon as
king. So David quickly gets shrewd and decisive. He has all his
leading statesmen place Solomon on David’s own mule, and they all
lead him in a parade to Gihon. There, they blow the trumpet to
assemble all the people. They anoint Solomon with oil and
announce “Long live King Solomon!” This “scoops” Adonijah and
unmistakably puts David’s seal on Solomon before the people.
When the conspirators hear the news, they know their plans have
failed, and they tremble (see 1 Kings 2)! Here’s the big point: God
always finds a way to keep his promises and advance his plan.
Adonijah can’t stop it. Neither will a crazy old lady we’ll meet
named Athaliah, or the Babylonian exile, or evil King Herod, or
anyone else associated with the Serpent. Best of all, neither will the
sin, weaknesses, and imperfections of God’s own people—including
David, Bathsheba, Solomon, you, or me. King Jesus will ride to the
throne. His enemies will bow to him. Long live the king!  
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December 3 

Circling the Best Gift
 

>>>1 Kings 3-4<<<

I knew Amazon was smart. But I didn’t know how smart until they
started mailing out those old school Christmas catalogs with all the
toys in them last October. Just like they planned, my kids go wild
over this thing—they can see and circle the gifts they want to
receive. Today, God comes to young Solomon and hands him the
whole catalog: circle any gift you want! His choice reveals a lot
about the true Son of David. 

Solomon is not perfect (see v1–2), but he loves Yahweh, and is
humbled by God’s call to rule his people. In fact, his calling
overwhelms him! He feels like a kid who doesn’t know when to go
out and come in, or what fork to use at the restaurant. How can he
fulfill this great calling?! There will be so many complicated
situations in which he won’t know what’s right and what’s wrong.
So above everything else he might circle in God’s catalog, Solomon
asks for wisdom. A “discerning mind,” to distinguish what pleases
God and what doesn’t. The text literally calls it a “hearing heart:” a
heart that listens to God in every situation. He does not circle this
gift so he can be super-smart, but so he can lead God’s people
faithfully. We can learn from this request: about the wonder of our
great calling in Christ, about the humble self-awareness that knows
we can’t do it on our own, about the child-like dependence on God
that leads to wisdom, and about the godly desire to serve others
better, rather than to exalt ourselves. I’m not always thrilled with
what my kids circle in that Amazon catalog, bur God is over the
moon when his people ask for wisdom! He promises to lavish 

5



Solomon with wisdom in abundance (he still does—James 1:5!), plus
riches and a long life! What a deal!

Immediately, we see Solomon’s godly wisdom on display. He’s
thrown in the middle of a very broken, messy situation. It’s an ugly
squabble over a dead baby, between two women who accuse each
other of lying. Yikes! But God’s wisdom doesn’t just get involved in
neat, clean Sunday school situations—it’s for navigating the drama
and ugliness of real life in a fallen world. Here, God’s wisdom
enables Solomon to reveal the heart, discern the truth, and obtain a
peaceful resolution. In 1 Kings 4, Solomon applies his wisdom to
ordinary decisions that have big consequences. He organizes. He
puts the right people in leadership positions. He keeps the food
supply running. And the end result is a thriving, peaceful kingdom,
with every man under his own vine and his own fig tree. The
message is obvious: life is good under a humble ruler with godly
wisdom!

Why does this matter to us at Christmas? Our world is broken and
disordered. Our families can often be chaotic. Our personal lives
can be as messy as the story of the two women. Would it not be a
blessing for Someone with a discerning heart to step into the
middle of the confused tangle of our lives with wisdom from above?
That’s just the kind of ruler God has given us in Jesus, the True Son
of David! Many kings we will meet in this book teach us about
Jesus through their negative example. But the early Solomon gives
us a flickering, grainy, black-and-white preview of our Lord. He
humbly trusted in the Lord with all his heart, and never leaned on
his own understanding. The words he spoke cut through tangled
knots of sin and confusion and exposed the truth. When you and I
come under his rule and listen to his judgments, even in small
things, he brings order out of our chaos. There is no greater gift
than a king like this!
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December 4 

Will God Live with Us?
 

>>>1 Kings 8<<<

But will they like it? I often wonder that at this time of year when I
make someone a gift in my wood shop. Yes, I know it’s the thought
that counts. But I can see all those flaws and imperfections. I know
they’ll say they like it out of obligation. But what if they really hate
it? Or it just ends up being in their way? Will they like it? Maybe
you know the feeling. 

That’s something like what Solomon and the people are wondering
in 1 Kings 8. After seven years of construction, they finally
complete the Temple. It is magnificent. No expense has been
spared. No detail has been overlooked (see 1 Kings 6–7). All that
remains is to bring in the ark of the covenant. They are essentially
leading God into the house they built and asking, “Do you like it?
Will you live here?” You sense their anxiety in v5 as they “sacrifice
so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or
numbered.” They all hold their breath, asking, “will God indeed
dwell on earth?” (v27)

You realize what a bold request this is when you think about how
high, how great, and how holy God is, and how low, small, and
unholy we are. “Behold, heaven and the highest heavens cannot
contain you, how much less this house that I have built!” (v27).
These people aren’t just asking God to visit the Temple every so
often; they want him to dwell there. To move into their
neighborhood and live among them. To make himself and all of his
resources available to them. And as Solomon’s beautiful, but very 
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honest, prayer in v27–53 makes clear, they will be a needy bunch of
neighbors! These people will have a lot of sin to forgive. They’ll be
constantly dumping their needs and problems and requests and
worries and weaknesses on God’s doorstep. Worst of all, Solomon
knows there will be seasons when they won’t do any of that—there
will be long stretches when they will get distracted and bored,
taking God’s presence for granted, worshiping idols. So they’re
asking a lot. Will the God of heaven come down to live with people
like that? To get in the middle of these messy, needy, sinful lives?
God answers in v6–11.

As the multitudes wait nervously outside, the priests carrying the
ark disappear in the Temple. They walk all the way into the inner
sanctuary of the house, to the Most Holy Place. When they place
the ark under the wings of the two carved cherubim (like the ones
singing God’s praise in heaven), the cloud of God’s glory comes
down and fills the house of the Lord. His holy presence is so
overwhelming that the priests all have to run outside! This is just
what happened when Moses completed the tabernacle back in
Exodus 40! As the priests emerge into the sunlight, trembling but
smiling, the people cheer: God has come down! He is with us! He
will dwell with his needy people! 

About 1,000 years later on the first Christmas, God did it again.
Only this time, no one built him a big, fancy building. No crowd
gathered. No one prayed a beautiful prayer. No one asked him to
come, or even cared. But God looked down on our needy, sinful,
apathetic lives. And on a dark, quiet night, in a dirty stable, God
came down to us. His own Son “took on flesh and dwelt among us.”
(John 1:14; which literally means he ‘tabernacled’ among us) When
we didn’t invite him or even want him, Jesus laid aside his glory to
become our “Immanuel”—God with us—making all of his resources
available to all of our need. That’s not just a gift; that's grace upon
grace (John 1:17).  8



 

 

December 5 

This Golden Moment 
 

>>>1 Kings 10<<<

Yes, the Christmas season can be filled with frustration and family
drama and frantic rushing around. But every so often, there are
those golden moments. The stress of the holiday season is over.
Your house is full of people you love. Kids play with their new toys
just like you used to. The delicious aroma of Christmas dinner is in
the air. Amy Grant’s Tender Tennessee Christmas starts to play in
the background. You realize how much you have to be thankful for,
and wish you could freeze that moment in time. To savor it just a
little longer. Today’s snapshot of Solomon’s reign in 1 Kings 10 is
like that. It is the high-point of Israel’s history. To savor it, you
have to know the backstory. 

Way back in Genesis 12, God called a man named Abram and made
him a set of amazing promises. God promised to make Abram’s
name great, to multiply his descendants, to settle them in the land
of Canaan, and to make them a great nation. And one more
promise—God would then use Abram’s family to bless all the
families of the earth. Israel would be God’s advertisement to the
world, of the blessing that comes from trusting and obeying him. If
the world saw that, it would be drawn to the true God.

Fast-forward to 1 Kings 10, and we see God keeping all those old
promises! Under Solomon, Israel experiences such incredible
blessing that the nations takes notice! The Queen of Sheba “heard
of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD,” and
comes to investigate for herself (2). What she finds takes her breath  
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away (5)! She tests Solomon with hard questions, and finds there is
“nothing hidden from the king that he could not explain to her.” (3)
Israel’s king has wisdom from beyond this world! It shows in the
prosperity and joy of the kingdom. The foreign queen presents
Solomon with gifts, and then praises Solomon’s God—read vv6–9
again, slowly. This is an incredible endorsement of Israel’s king and
Israel’s God! When God’s King rules God’s people with God’s
wisdom, the world is amazed at the joy and blessing that results. 

We’ll see tomorrow that Israel’s “golden age” doesn’t last. For all his
godly wisdom, Solomon is still a sinner. Like Adam in the Garden,
he chooses his way instead of God’s, and loses his kingdom as a
result. But the prophets never forgot this golden era—especially not
Isaiah. Isaiah loved to describe the coming Messiah as a “Solomon
2.0!” He would rule with perfect wisdom (Isaiah 11:1–5), and usher
in a kingdom of perfect peace (Isaiah 11:6–10). God’s True Son of
David would be so glorious that “the wealth of nations shall come
to you…they shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring
good news, the praises of the LORD.” (Isaiah 60:1–6) That last line
brings us to the Christmas story! It’s no accident that when Jesus is
born, visitors from other nations come to worship and present him
costly gifts (Matt 2:1–12). That’s a signal to us: “the King greater
than Solomon is finally here!” (Matt 12:42) As Jesus grows, he speaks
with breathtaking wisdom. People find he can answer all their
questions—nothing is hidden from his sight, not even their hearts,.
But instead of building a glorious kingdom, Jesus went to a rugged
cross, where he was mocked as a fool. Jesus bore the sins of fools
and idolaters like Solomon, the Queen of Sheba, and you and me.
Now this risen Savior invites all nations to come live under his rule.
Have you? Go ahead and test him! You’ll find wisdom and joy
beyond this world, that lasts always.  
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December 6 

All Downhill from Here
 

>>>1 Kings 11:1-13<<<

If I get some downtime between Christmas and the New Year, I
really enjoy watching those 30 for 30 documentaries that ESPN
produces. They’re always so interesting and well done. But they’re
often a little sad. It seems many of them involve gifted athletes
“losing it all” after incredible careers, through addiction, greed, or
bad business advice. That’s how 1 Kings 11 strikes me. It’s a story of
squandered privileges. Wise Solomon now makes foolish marriage
alliances. The Temple-builder now constructs chapels for foreign
gods. The light to the nations now goes dark. Twice God personally
warns him, but Solomon won’t listen. The consequences are
catastrophic: his glorious kingdom will be torn in two, and torn
away. Solomon’s tragic fall warns us that we too can enjoy immense
privileges from God—raised in a godly family, land in a church that
teaches the Bible, make an early commitment to the Lord, receive
gifts and opportunities, enjoy earthly blessing and success—
squander them all. We can still turn to other gods, still sin in
shocking ways, still make terrible choices with major consequences.

It’s a story of a sinister process. Solomon’s fall happens the same
way the wooden boards on your back deck rot out: through a long,
slow process of decay that no one notices until it’s too late. The
repeated words “love” and “heart” show us where the sinister
process takes place for Solomon, and for us. As a young king,
Solomon loved Yahweh (1 K 3:3); now, he “loves many foreign
women” (see 1 K 11:1–2). God warned Solomon that foreign wives
would “turn away your heart after their gods” (2), and that's just 
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what happens (see 3, 4, 9). Your heart is the center of who you are.
It’s where your priorities are set, loyalties are forged, choices are
made, and motivations spring. Solomon himself wrote, “Keep your
heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” (Prov
4:23) Your heart determines your direction! Solomon’s Kingdom
has been outwardly stunning (see 1 K 1–10), yet the whole time, his
heart was forming deadly attachments no one could see until now.
Solomon warns us of this sinister process in our own lives. How we
can appear to be so close to God on the outside, while inside, our
hearts are silently shifting to something else—a career, man’s praise,
a relationship, possessions. One day we look up, and find we’re very
far from God. So we have to ask: am I paying attention to my
heart? What am I allowing it to cling to? Am I intentionally
keeping my heart turned toward the Lord? Or just letting my heart
drift wherever it wants to go? Beneath the surface, is a shift taking
place in what I love?

But it’s also a story of a sustaining promise. Christmas grace glitters
under the grime in v12–13! Though Solomon deserves to watch his
Kingdom burn down, God doesn’t give him what he deserves. Why?
That promise he made to David! From here on out, the “Davidic
Covenant” will work like a fishing bobber: however deep David’s
sons dive into sin, the family line always pops back up—because
God simply refuses to break his promise to David. Even when God
destroys the kingdom and sends his people into exile in Babylon, he
still keeps the sons of David alive, and brings them back home. And
he keeps them going all the way until he sends an angel to Mary
and Joseph (a son of David!), and announces that the True Son of
David has arrived! Jesus died and rose to pay for all the sins of our
drifting hearts! When we belong to him, God does not give us what
we deserve for squandering all our privileges—he is faithful to us
for Jesus’ sake!
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December 7 

Be Careful with God''s Delays
 

>>>1 Kings 11:14-41<<<

I still remember the sight of that ladder, dangling by a single,
frayed bungee cord from the utility rack on the truck in front of
me. I was already a bit nervous, since I happened to be driving my
friend’s brand new pickup. Now all I could think of as I saw that
ladder was one of the All State Insurance “Mayhem” commercials:
I’m the ladder you forgot to tie down… My friend’s words that day
still ring in my ears: “that’s a disaster just hunting for a place to
happen.” That’s also the mood of this text. We read yesterday of
God’s plan to tear the Kingdom away from Solomon after his
death. So as the next son of David, Rehoboam, takes the throne, we
are naturally on edge. We know that the Kingdom hangs by a
frayed bungee cord. We know disaster is coming. It’s just a matter
of when and how! And so the first thing we learn is to be careful
with God’s delays. 

The story may seem complicated, but it’s really not, and it’s far too
important to skip. For our purposes, it all starts in v26. While
Solomon still lives, God sends the prophet Ahijah to Solomon’s top
foreman, Jeroboam. Ahijah brings a dramatic message: he tears his
new cloak into twelve pieces, and tells Jeroboam to take ten. Why?
Yahweh is about to tear Solomon’s kingdom, and make Jeroboam
king over Israel’s ten northern tribes, leaving Solomon’s sons with
two. Notice Jeroboam can’t have all twelve scraps. That’s because of
God’s promise to David: “a lamp for David will always burn in
Jerusalem.” (11:36) Meanwhile, Solomon doesn’t take all this lying
down. He tries to eliminate Jeroboam like he handled threats at the
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start of his reign (1 K 2)! But back then God was with Solomon; he’s
against him now. Turns out that makes a difference! God lets
Jeroboam escape to Egypt. He hides there until Solomon dies and
Rehoboam takes the throne. So as 1 Kings 11 ends, God’s word of
judgment is for Rehoboam like that dangling ladder. His Kingdom
will come crashing down—it’s just a matter of time! 

But here’s what is fascinating about this story: Rehoboam knows all
of this. He knows God’s judgment hangs over him. But it makes no
difference in his life! If Rehoboam took God’s Word seriously, he
would start begging God for mercy. He might begin disassembling
Solomon’s idol-chapels. He would treat Jeroboam like a serious
threat. But Rehoboam does none of these things! He swaggers
around like he’s bulletproof! He will treat Jeroboam like a big joke!
Rehoboam acts like judgment will never come. No doubt, God’s
judgment seemed unlikely when Rehoboam comes to power. As he
tries on that crown in the mirror, everything is going his way. He’s
in his prime at age 41. He’s inheriting the kingdom at the peak of its
glory. Jeroboam is still in Egypt, and so seems like no threat. What
could go wrong? God’s judgment is often like that to us. If we can’t
see it happening right now, we can convince ourselves it will never
happen. That it’s not real. But we should be careful with God’s
delays. They are misleading. 

At Christmas, we celebrate the certainty of God’s promises to send
a Savior. But we should also note that his promises of judgment are
just as reliable. Perhaps his “slowness” to bring judgment in our
own lives is not because he is forgetful, but because he is so
mercifully patient, granting us time to repent (2 Pet 3:1–10). John
Newton once said as much to his unbelieving brother-in-law, after
he had recovered from a dire illness: “You have not been been
granted a pardon, but a reprieve.”
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December 8 

Be Cautious with Your Decisions 
 

>>>1 Kings 12:1-11<<<

I confess that while preparing these studies, I’ve attached little
nicknames to all these kings—there is the First Son of David
(Solomon), the Littlest Son of David (Joash), the Worst Son of
David (Manasseh), etc. When you’re a Baptist preacher, you have to
take your fun where you can get it. Anyway, Rehoboam also has a
nickname. Bless his heart, he really is the Stupidest Son of David. It
all unfolds in living color here today. 

Like Elsa in Frozen, Rehoboam “opens up the gates” for his
coronation day. But he come face-to-face with a bunch of
disgruntled union workers! Leading them is Jeroboam, the man
God has promised to give the kingdom. Jeroboam presents the
north’s grievances against Solomon: ‘He put a heavy yoke on the
working class building all this stuff. If you lighten our load, we’ll
serve you. If not, we’re walking!’ Rehoboam should recognize what
a delicate position he’s in, and proceed with caution. 

He seems to do that at first. He calls in the old, gray-haired
advisors of Solomon. They all tell him the same thing: “Jeroboam is
right. We loved your dad, but he lost touch with the people. But
you can change that narrative! You can be a David—he laid his life
down for Israel, and they loved him! Humble yourself before
Jeroboam, and God will exalt you. Be a servant to the people, and
they’ll follow you forever. A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a
harsh word stirs up anger.” Sounds pretty good to me! If Rehoboam
is wise, he will take this counsel, and be the next David.
Unfortunately…
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Rehoboam is not wise. He is a classic “fool.” Before he ever asks for
counsel, he had already decided what he was going to do—and it
did not involve humility or service! So when the old men don’t tell
him what he wants to hear, he just finds someone who will! He
leaves the White House and walks down to the frat house, where all
his goofy young buddies are hanging out. They offer very different
advice: “I’d tell Jerome or whatever his name is: I’m badder than my
daddy ever thought about! Get back to work or I’ll whip you with
…scorpions! Yeah scorpions!” It’s harsh. It’s stupid. It’s arrogant. It’s
Immature. But Rehoboam smiles and nods: “That’s what I’m talking
about!” It is exactly what he wants to hear! Suddenly, we can see
how his Kingdom will crash. 

How do you make major decisions for yourself? This foolish son of
David raises helpful questions for us. 1) Do you humbly immerse
yourself in the Bible’s wisdom? Ironically, Solomon wrote the book
of Proverbs, which addresses all the issues in this chapter, for his
son: Rehoboam! Yet Rehoboam neglects that wisdom. Yet in the
Bible, God has given us wisdom just as personally designed to help
us. Are we neglecting it? 2) Do you humbly ask God for wisdom
with a submissive heart? Rehoboam never prays in this story! He
doesn’t want to know what God thinks! 3) Do you humbly seek
counsel from more mature people? People who might challenge
your perspective and not just reinforce it? On the other hand, we
can always follow Rehoboam’s playbook: a) choose the most
prideful, self-serving option; b) ignore the Bible; c) avoid prayer; d)
only talk to people who tell you that you’re right; e) assure yourself
that anyone who does disagree with you is wrong and probably out
to get you; f) be amazed when your life blows up. Here is a son of
David who teaches us to be cautious with our decisions!
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December 9 

Be Comforted by God's Determination
 

>>>1 Kings 12:12-33<<<

One dark, rainy Christmas Eve night, Candace and I drove east on
I-40 to her parents’ home. Suddenly, a westbound car spun out of
control across the median, straight for us. When I swerved to miss
it, I lost control, too. We spun through congested holiday traffic
before coming to rest in the muddy median, without a scratch.
That Christmas, we thanked God for his Providential care. Some
years later, on another holiday road trip to see her family, our van’s
transmission broke. It resulted in inconvenience and an expensive
repair bill. I did not thank God for his Providential care. Yet if
Romans 8:28 is true, God was just as active on my behalf then! It’s
just harder to see God’s hand in the ‘bad’ stuff. That’s like the end
of Rehoboam’s story: not much to praise God for at first blush. But
on closer inspection, we can see the God of Christmas is keeping
his Word.

Rehoboam swaggers back into his tense labor-meeting, the
Kingdom’s future on the line. Instead of taking the posture of a
humble servant, he insults the whole room, and then high-five his
buddies. As expected, Jeroboam and his labor union walk out.
“Have fun trying to run a kingdom without ten northern tribes to
do all the work. We’re done.” The northern tribes then make
Jeroboam their king. Yet Rehoboam is just as proud and as
oblivious as ever. “I’ll bring ‘em back in line,” he brags, and rides
out with his head taskmaster to squash the rebellion. But
Jeroboam’s men are waiting, and not for peace talks. They stone
Rehoboam’s taskmaster. Then they tell their former king: "You can 
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go back to Jerusalem, or we can bury you next to your friend.” The
story ends with a humiliated Rehoboam fleeing for home, and the
Kingdom torn beyond repair.

Not the cheeriest Christmas story! But for God’s people, there’s a
great deal of comfort in v15: “So the king did not listen to the
people, for it was a turn of affairs brought about by Yahweh that he
might fulfill his word, which Yahweh spoke by Ahijah the
Shilohnite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.” Behind this story of
human arrogance and foolishness …is a God who is keeping his
Word. Solomon went bad. Rehoboam was remarkably stupid. And
Jeroboam will turn out to be worse than either one of them! It’s a
mess. But the big message of the biblical story that leads us to
Christmas is this: God is still keeping his promises. He does not
need sanitary conditions or godly actors; God works just fine in the
messy, sinful situations we’re constantly creating. Far from
obstructing God’s plan, Rehoboam becomes God’s tool for
accomplishing his plan. It’s through Rehoboam’s stupidity that God
tears the Kingdom apart, just as he promised.

It’s bad news for God to be that big if, like Rehoboam, you’re
opposing, ignoring, or neglecting his Word. You’ll eventually find
that God will do exactly as he said, even if it means flattening your
life and your kingdom. But if you are submitted to God, then his
commitment to his word is such comfort! Nothing and no one can
stop him! Just as God keeps every word of judgment, he is
determined to keep every word of grace. He will keep David’s lamp
burning, even though none of his sons will be much better than
Rehoboam. Why? Because he promised. He’ll do this all the way to
Christmas, when he provides the king we need but don’t deserve:
Jesus, the true Son of David. Unlike Rehoboam, he came not to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for his people.
He is wisdom Incarnate. His yoke is easy and his burden is light.
Come to him! 18



 

 

December 10 

Good King Asa
 

>>>2 Chronicles 14-15<<<

I love a good Christmas carol, but “Good King Wenceslas” is one
I’ve not dealt with much. I’ve been vaguely aware of it. I’ve heard
Bing Crosby crooning it out over the radio. But I never sang it in
church, and never took the time to learn the words or what they
meant. All I knew is that there was a king named Wenceslas, and he
was a good king. But I googled the lyrics just now, and it turns out
that the king has a pretty interesting story. And it seems that he
was an even better king than I realized. 

That pretty much sums up my experience with King Asa, the next
major son of David in the lineage of Jesus. I’ve been vaguely aware
of him for most of my life, but hadn’t spent a great deal of time
thinking about him. I knew that he was a king, and a pretty good
one, as far as the sons of David go. That was about it. But if we ever
look him up—especially the more detailed version in 2 Chronicles
14–16—we find he has a very interesting story. In many respects,
he’s a better king than I gave him credit for, which we’ll think
about today. In other respects, he’s not quite as good as I hoped
(tomorrow). 

We learn just how good King Asa was in 2 Chronicles 14–15. Here,
God uses Asa to bring renewal to the southern kingdom of Judah.
The reign of his wicked father Abijah had left Judah in a state of
decay: idols everywhere, no priests teaching the Law of God, the
Temple in a shambles. But family history does not have to
determine our own spiritual choices. Asa set himself to the work
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of godly renewal in his time. Negatively, this required the
courageous removal of old, cherished idols. He even had to pull his
own mother off the throne as queen, “cutting down…crushing…and
burning” her idols (15:16)! Spiritual renewal in a kingdom or in our
hearts always requires this hard and painful rooting out of what
displeases God. That’s called repentance. 

But renewal also involves a new commitment to what does honor
God. Asa led Judah in a covenant to “seek the Lord.” They pledge
their complete loyalty to God and his commands, devote
themselves to his Word and worship in the Temple, and find joy in
their restored relationship. 2 Chronicles 15:15 is a beautiful picture
of the renewal God offers his repentant people: “And all Judah
rejoiced over the oath, for they had sworn with all their heart and
had sought him with their whole desire, and he was found by them,
and the LORD gave them rest all around.” No wonder that when
we do think of him, we remember him as “Good King Asa!” It
seems the Lord himself thinks of him like that, too: “And Asa did
what was good and right in the eyes of Yahweh his God (14:2).”

Good King Asa points us ahead to the very best King, Jesus. When
Jesus saw his Father’s good world in the decay of sin, he did not
remain in the comforts of Heaven. He “took courage” and came
down to us at Christmas, to bring renewal: “He comes to make his
blessings flow, far as the curse is found!” When he finds my life and
yours in disrepair from longterm patterns of rebellion and
foolishness, Jesus throws himself into the long, patient work of
restoring God’s beautiful image in us. He strengthens our hearts to
do the hard work of repentance—removing cherished sins and idols
—and he teaches us new patterns of obedience and loyalty to him
in his Word (see, for example, Ephesians 4–5). Are you yielding to
Jesus’ renewing work today? This is true joy!
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December 11 

Good King Asa?
 

>>>2 Chronicles 16<<<

By now the Hallmark Channel has been rolling out new Christmas
movies for over a month! If you’ve missed any, I can catch you up.
Hallmark produces a staggering number of new movies each year,
but there are really just a handful of plots: the bitter widow decides
to give love another try; the hard-charging executive realizes there’s
more to life in a quaint small town; the foreign prince falls for the
spunky American girl, etc. The stories, and their characters, are
charmingly simple. The ladies are beautiful, sweet, and wholesome.
The men are handsome, honest, and hardworking. And while there
may be a few comical mix-ups on the way, the story always closes
with a neat and tidy happy ending, usually involving an
engagement kiss, a wedding, or a snowy Christmas scene. You may
find this beautiful or boring, but there’s nothing complicated about
a Hallmark Christmas movie. King Asa’s story is not like that.
Yesterday we called him “Good King Asa.” Second Chronicles 14–15
showed him to be a courageous, godly man who sought the Lord
with all his heart and led Judah to amazing spiritual renewal. But
this Son of David does not get a Hallmark happy ending.

For most of his life, Asa is known for his whole-hearted devotion to
God. Once, when a massive Ethiopian army of a million(!) men
came against him, Asa relied completely on the Lord, praying, “O
Yahweh, there is none like you to help, between the mighty and the
weak. Help us, O Yahweh our God, for we rely on you, and in your
name we have come against this multitude. O Yahweh, you are our
God; let not man prevail against you.” God responded to Asa’s 
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great faith with a great salvation (2 Chron 14:9–15). But in his older
years, Asa is faced with a much smaller threat. Yet he responds
differently. (Could this reflect our own tendency to only come to
God in times of major crises?) Asa does not pray. He does not look
to God at all. He uses his wealth to form a military alliance with
Ben-hadad the king of Syria (2 Chron 16:1–6). Asa no longer sees
himself as a “weak” man relying on God, but as a strong man
relying on his own power, wealth, and wisdom. No wonder God
seems to prefer keeping his people weak and desperate! God
immediately rebukes Asa for his self-reliance through the prophet
Hanani. God is graciously inviting Asa to renew their relationship
through humble repentance. But Asa rejects God’s invitation. He
rages against God’s messenger, and hardens his heart toward the
corrective Word. V10: “Then Asa was angry with the seer and put
him in the stocks in prison, for he was in a rage with him because
of this. And Asa inflicted cruelties upon some of the people at the
same time.” And this, sadly, is the sour note on which his beautiful
story ends. What happened to Good King Asa?

I may prefer a Hallmark happy ending, but I need the more
realistic story of Asa that we’re given here. If God’s word is like a
mirror (James 1:22–25), I see my own reflection in Asa’s life. I am
also complicated. I’m a saved, yet still-sinful man with the Spirit
and the flesh warring inside me each day (Gal 5:17). Sometimes I
rely on God; sometimes I rely on me. Sometimes I humble my heart
before God’s Word; sometimes I harden it. Sometimes I receive
God’s correction; sometimes I rage against it. Maybe you can relate.
Praise God that Asa also points me to the True Son of David! Jesus
is the only perfect Man. His heart relied on God and rejoiced in his
Word from start to finish. When I trust him, his perfect
righteousness covers my inconsistent record. Praise God!
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December 12 

The Model Son of David
 

>>>2 Chronicles 20<<<

Maybe you’ve found yourself in the same situation: against the
clock, in the middle of the night, assembling toys through bleary
eyes. The only thing worse? Getting half-way through and realizing
you assembled it wrong. It’s much better to work from the manual
from the start! Jehoshaphat follows God’s manual as closely as any
king we will meet. He is in many ways the model son of David.
Though he lands in a crisis that makes him afraid (3), he neverthe-
less responds just like a faithful son of David is supposed to.

He prays like a son of David. Jehoshaphat does exactly what David’s
sons should do in crises: he “set his face to seek Yahweh.” (3) He
does not put his trust in an army he can count or an alliance he can
see. He calls on the unseen God of his fathers, who has promised to
care for his people. Assembled in Solomon’s Temple, he rehearses
the situation before God. He declares how “powerless” they are in
themselves, but how confident they are in God’s faithfulness. His
closing words can be adopted by all of God’s bewildered but
believing people: “We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on
you.” (12) Jehoshaphat is no proud, self-reliant king. He is a king
who prays. 

He preaches like a son of David. God answers Jehoshaphat’s prayer
with a prophet and a promise: “Do not be dismayed at this great
horde, for the battle is not yours but God’s…You will not need to
fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your position, and see the
salvation of Yahweh on your behalf.” (17) This is straight out of 
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God’s Red Sea playbook (Ex 14:13–14)! It reads beautifully from the
safety of my living room! But Jehoshaphat has to believe it while
staring into the fierce faces of “this great horde”! Trusting God
sounds so easy until you actually have to do it! But the next
morning, he stands before the people and preaches a very simple
sermon: “Believe in Yahweh your God, and you will be established;
believe his prophets, and you will succeed.” (20) Simple, but
powerful: God has spoken; if we trust him, we’ll be established.
Preach it!

He praises like a son of David. Jehoshaphat demonstrates his trust
in Yahweh with a very unorthodox military strategy: he arranges
his armies with the choir out front! The singers in their holy attire
lead the way. They don’t boast in their strength or skill, but declare
the covenant faithfulness of their God: “Give thanks to Yahweh, for
his steadfast love endures forever.” (21) It’s one thing to sing praise
after God’s deliverance (see Ex 15:1–21). But they praise marching
into the conflict, when all is still uncertain! Maybe these songs—
faith-filled, circumstance-defying—are the Lord’s favorite.

He’s preserved like a son of David. When Jehoshaphat climbs that
watchtower, he sees a field littered with his enemies’ bodies—just
like at the Red Sea! It takes Judah three days to collect all the spoil
(25)! They rename that place Beracah, “Valley of Blessing.”
Jehoshaphat here is the model son of David: praying, preaching,
praising, and ultimately preserved. More important, he points us.
to Jesus, the True Son of David. At the cross, Jesus faced the most
fearful crisis of all—he clothed himself in our sin and descended
into the Valley of sorrow and death for us. Yet Jesus did so with
psalms and prayers on his lips, and his Father’s promises in his
heart. On Easter Sunday, God “established” his King! In Jesus, our
valley of terror can become a valley of blessing.
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December 13 

Achilles' Heel
 

>>>2 Chronicles 18:1-19:3, 20:35-37<<<

I have a soft spot for Jehoshaphat. I picture him like that Coca-
Cola Santa Claus: a big, cheerful, lovable guy with a flowing beard,
warm smile, twinkle in his eye, and a jolly laugh. Jolly Jehoshaphat!
As we saw yesterday, he was a truly good king. “Yahweh was with
Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the earlier ways of his father
David. He did not seek the Baals, but sought the God of his father
and walked in his commandments, and not according to the
practices of Israel. Therefore Yahweh established the kingdom in
his hand. And all Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had
great riches and honor. His heart was courageous in the ways of
Yahweh. And furthermore, he took the high places and the
Asherim out of Judah.” (2 Chron 17:3–14) 

But jolly Jehoshaphat also had an achilles’ heel, a small area of
weakness in a very strong life. It left him vulnerable to a certain
kind of trouble in which he found himself over and over:
Jehoshaphat couldn’t tell anyone no. He was too jolly for his own
good. Jehoshaphat himself was impeccably godly. Yet he repeatedly
got entangled with all sorts of ungodly people and their enterprises.
He “goes along to get along,” naive to the dangerous consequences.
This runs like a dark thread through his beautiful life. 

King Ahab of Israel is as evil, devious, and self-serving as
Jehoshaphat is good, sincere and loving. But Jehoshaphat foolishly
makes a marriage alliance with his family. (18:1). This naturally
leads to Jehoshaphat “going down” to Ahab’s house for family 

 

25



dinners and so forth (18:2). One thing leads to another, and he
agrees to fight alongside Ahab in a war he had no business in (18:3).
The whole time Jehoshaphat himself remains utterly committed to
God’s Word! But his partnership with Ahab nearly costs him his
life! God mercifully rescues his naive child, and then tells him to
watch the company he keeps from now on: “Should you help the
wicked and love those who hate Yahweh? Because of this, rwrath
has gone out against you from Yahweh. Nevertheless, some good is
found in you, for you destroyed the Asheroth out of the land, and
have set your heart to seek God.” (19:1–3) Unfortunately, he repeats
his error by partnering with the evil Ahaziah of Israel in a shipping
venture he shouldn’t have gotten within 5 miles of. God responds
by wrecking Jehoshaphat’s ships (20:35–37). It was a costly lesson.  

For all his strengths, Jehoshaphat lacked godly discernment in
relationships. He was easily influenced, prone to compromise to
keep peace, and had a hard time saying ‘no’ even to God’s enemies.
Perhaps like some of us, he feared hurting and disappointing
people more than disloyalty to God. This flaw did not terminate
God’s commitment to Jehoshaphat, or prevent him from achieving
remarkable things. But it cost him and his people a great deal of
heartache (some of which only surfaced years later). He reminds us
that our relationships shape our lives and impact our walk with the
Lord, for good or for bad. We need godly discernment, especially in
those relationships involving the deepest commitments: dating and
marriage, close friendships, business partnerships, church
membership, etc. The good but flawed Jehoshaphat shows us our
need for Jesus, the only flawless Son of David. Jesus perfectly
reflected God’s character in every aspect of his life, not just some.
He always rejected evil, never compromising his principles, and
fearing no man. Yet no one loved and welcomed sinners more
warmly. 
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December 14 

God's Durable Plan
 

>>>2 Kings 11:1-3<<<

Last year, my brother in Brooklyn, New York, asked for a pizza
paddle for Christmas. I made him one in my wood shop, and was
happy with how it turned out. But then it hit me—how can I get it
from Savannah to Brooklyn? They don’t make boxes that shape at
the post office! As I thought of wrapping it up and sending it on
the treacherous journey by mail, it suddenly looked so fragile.
Could it make it? That’s how God’s promise to David seems in the
stories we’ve been studying. God promised to send a king from
David’s line who would rule forever (2 Samuel 7:8–16). But we’re
often left wondering, can it make it? Can this promise survive all
the way to Christmas? God’s plan seems so fragile. That’s never
been truer than in today’s reading, the beginning of the greatest
Christmas story you never knew. It’s the time Christmas was
almost lost.

Second Kings 11:1 introduces one of the Bible’s arch-villains:
Athaliah. She’s the daughter of Jezebel, which tells us all we need to
know! She slithered into the house of David through one of the
foolish marriage alliances of jolly, naive Jehoshaphat (I told you it
would come back to bite!). Athaliah is pure evil. Think the White
Witch from the Chronicles of Narnia, or Maleficent from Sleeping
Beauty or Cruella Deville. When her son Ahaziah, Judah’s king,
dies, Athaliah sees a path to power. All she has to do to be Queen…
is murder all of her grandkids! And that’s exactly what Athaliah
does. It sort of puts your family’s holiday drama into perspective,
doesn’t it? The story is meant to shock us, and not just because 
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grandma goes on a rampage! Athaliah isn’t killing just any kids:
she’s trying to wipe out the sons of David. And God promised
David a dynasty that will never end, a lamp always burning in
Jerusalem! Yet here is Athaliah, poised to extinguish that light.
That matters to us: the Messiah God promised to redeem our
broken world and rescue sinners from death and hell, is coming
from David’s line! If Athaliah succeeds, not only will the Grinch
steal Christmas; there will be no Jesus born to save us! In v1, our
salvation, hangs by a thread! 

Then out of nowhere, in v2, we meet Jehosheba. She’s Athaliah’s
daughter, yet Jehosheba fears God. Like Moses’s mother in Exodus,
she grabs her littlest nephew, baby Joash, and hides him in a linen
closet. Meanwhile, blood runs in the streets. In that moment, God’s
whole plan rests on this baby! As Jehosheba and her husband,
Jehoiada the priest, try to think of a place Athaliah never goes, they
settle on…the Temple! They smuggle baby Joash inside, to secretly
raise him as their son. You should remember Jehosheba’s name.
She’s been called “the lady who saved Christmas.”

If you had lived in this day, all you would be able to see for seven
years would be Athaliah’s reign of terror. Life is miserable. The
future looks bleak. God seems absent. We can feel that way, too.
But the Bible is nudging us here: remember baby Joash. While
Athaliah rages, feeling so secure, God had hidden away in his house
a little flickering Davidic flame! The rightful king is secretly
learning to walk and talk, and it’s just a matter of time until he
brings joy and renewal to God’s people. But no one sees that. God is
always doing more than we can see, to preserve his plan. He does it
again and again in the Bible—we think of the stories of Joseph,
Moses, David, and another little baby named Jesus. God’s still
preserving his plan right now. It really is so durable. 
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December 15 

God's Delightful Pattern
 

>>>2 Kings 11:4-16<<<

Sorry to have left you in such suspense yesterday. But when you’re
telling the story of how Christmas was almost lost, you can’t rush
it!

Seven years pass, and the land of Judah languishes under Athaliah’s
cruel reign. Then one day, Jehoiada the priest calls a group of
trusted soldiers into the Temple. He calls to a seven-year-old-boy
playing LEGOs and says, “Meet Joash: the son of David.” Every knee
bows to the rightful king, and Jehoiada lays out the plan. He hands
out the old swords and spears of David’s army. On the Sabbath, he
calls the soldiers to surround little Joash and escort him to the
pillar of the Temple, where God’s kings are appointed. Jehoiada
places a crown on the boy’s head. He gives him the scroll of God’s
Law (because he is to rule by God’s Word). And like Samuel with
David, he pours oil on his head, a symbol of God’s Spirit with him.
All of these symbolic actions mean only one thing: the son of David
is back! The soldiers roar: Long live the king! Then the people flood
into the Temple to celebrate! It’s like those videos of the Berlin
Wall falling. 

When Athaliah hears shouting, she rushes up to the Temple. There
she sees the rightful king, the son of David! She thought she had
killed him, but he stands alive and well! “Treason!” she screams, but
no one is taking orders from her anymore. Jehoiada tells the
soldiers to drag her out of the temple and kill her. And moments
later it’s over. After seven miserable years, everything is reversed. 
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The evil queen is dead. The true king reigns! And it happened not
just because Jehosheba was brave or Jehoiada was shrewd. But
because God always keeps his promises. The story closes with the
people of God turning back to the Lord. The truth is, they deserved
Athaliah. But in Joash (“given by Yahweh”), the Lord has surprised
them with his grace. He gives them a fresh start, with a king like
David. And so the delivered people become a decisive people. They
renew their commitment to their promise-keeping God, and the
city has rest. 

Overall, 1–2 Kings is a depressing book. It is full of weak, foolish
kings and forgetful, faithless people. Those first readers, the exiles,
are depressed as they read, because they knew they were looking at
a mirror of themselves. That’s why 2 Kings 11 is like a flare God
sends up in the dark: “I know life is hard, and you brought it all on
yourself. But remember Joash. When the situation couldn’t have
appeared more hopeless—Satanic queen, unfaithful people,
everything riding on one tiny baby—I was faithful. I do my best
work when things look worst. I still kept my promise to David.
And I’ll do it again.” 

And he did. I hate to even mention it, but little Joash grows up and
doesn’t turn out so great (see 2 Chron 24:15–27). But God still keeps
David’s sons alive, for hundreds of more years. Until one day, when
God’s people had again given up hope, another baby is born. This
baby would also be pursued by a murderous king, but escapes to
Egypt. Then he is hidden away in Nazareth, where he is quietly
nurtured under God’s Word. But unlike Joash, King Jesus really
would be killed, and laid in a tomb. All hope seemed lost. But
secretly, God was working salvation. And on Easter, the Lamb who
was slain stands, alive! (Rev 5:6) Jesus is our true Joash, the
wonderful king we don’t deserve, given to us by God. When we
come to him, he brings joy and rest to our lives. 
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December 16 

On Finishing Well
 

>>>2 Chronicles 25<<<

It’s the season for College Football Bowl games, and they don’t
come much better than the 2016 Alamo Bowl. After being down 31–
0 at halftime, Texas Christian stormed back to beat Oregon 47–41
in three overtimes! It was a legendary comeback for the Horned
Frogs—and an epic collapse for the Ducks. Oregon started the
game so well, only to fall apart in the second half. We might say the
same for Amaziah, the next son of David. 

Verses 1–13 narrate his strong start. He wants to do right in the
Lord’s eyes (2). He exercises royal power according to God’s Law
(3–4). Most impressive is his humble, correctable spirit before
God’s Word (5–13). Before a battle with Edom, he spends 100
talents of silver to hire 100,000 extra fighting men from Israel (a
kingdom in rebellion against God). This is all very practical,
reasonable, standard practice. But God wants Amaziah to trust
him. So the prophet tells Amaziah to send the unbelieving soldiers
back home, and trust God in the battle instead. Amaziah hesitates:
obeying God will cost him 100 talents of silver! Obedience is often
impractical like this—it doesn’t make sense to our bottom line. It
can cost us money, opportunities, or reputation. That’s why the
prophet’s reply in v9 is so highlightable: “Yahweh is able to give you
much more than this.” Obedience to God often appears
impractical, but God “is able to give you much more than this.” We
just have to trust him. To his credit, Amaziah does. He rides into
the Valley of Salt with a small force, and wins a great victory. What
a good start! 
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You would think God’s mercies would secure Amaziah’s trust and
loyalty to the Lord. But strangely, he instead begins bowing down
to the idols of Edom—the same gods who couldn’t deliver Edom
from Yahweh in the Valley of Salt! It makes no sense to exchange
the faithful Yahweh for defeated idols! But then again, neither does
my sin. Still, one is hopeful when God’s prophet shows up. Amaziah
was so teachable before! But this time, God’s Word crosses
Amaziah, and the king threatens to kill the prophet! After “striking
down Edom,” he seems to think he can strike down anything in his
way—even “striking down” God’s Word (25)! Pride distorts
Amaziah’s vision. He sees himself as a mighty cedar, when he’s just
a little thistle. (17) Sure enough, when he picks an unwise fight with
Israel's King, he gets trampled (17–24). After that, his own people
kill Amaziah, replacing him with his 16-year-old son. Talk about a
total collapse!

But you can’t grasp the full import of the story without the
prophet’s chilling words in v16. After Amaziah threatens to strike
him down for correcting him, the prophet says: “I know that God
has determined to destroy you, because you have done this and
have not listened to my counsel.” Amaziah’s arrogant dismissal of
God’s correction revealed a terrifying reality that Amaziah could
not see: God had begun greasing the skids to his demise. God was
giving Amaziah’s heart over to his own rebellious pride. God was
allowing Amaziah to brush off the Word that would save, knowing
his pride will destroy him. No one likes being corrected by God; it
is far worse when he stops correcting us. How awful to be allowed
to do exactly what we want. (see Rom 1:18–25). This son of David
reminds us that, even if we have started well, we must keep praying
for a tender and teachable heart. If we would finish well, we must
“receive with meekness the implanted Word,” even when it corrects
us, for “it is able to save your souls.” (Js 1:21)
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December 17 

The Strength that Kills
 

>>>2 Chronicles 26<<<

Rudolf was a reindeer with a glaring weakness: he had a red, shiny
nose. If you ever saw it, you would even say it glows. This weakness
of his was embarrassing. It made his life difficult. All of the other
reindeer used to laugh and call him names; they never let poor
Rudolf join in any reindeer games. Rudolf would have done
anything to get rid of that weakness. But then one foggy Christmas
Eve, Rudolf’s weakness turned out to be his greatest strength. The
same theme shows up in the life of this next Son of David.

Uzziah begins his reign in weakness. He’s a 16-year-old kid thrust
onto the throne by the conspirators who killed his wicked father.
What does he know about ruling God’s people or fighting wars—he
just got his driver’s license! But unlike many of us at 16, Uzziah
knows he’s clueless! That’s why he “sets his face to seek God.” He
places his life under the authority of God’s Word, through
Zechariah the prophet. This is what weak people do: they humbly
acknowledge that they need help. They seek God. They go to
church and read their Bibles. They want to be discipled by wiser,
more godly people. When weak Uzziah does these things, “God
made him prosper.” (5) That’s actually a major understatement:
everything Uzziah touches turns to gold, until “his fame spread
even to the border of Egypt, for he became very strong.” (8)
Uzziah’s weakness turns out to be his biggest strength, because it
moves him to lean on God.

If only he had stayed weak! Second Chronicles 26:16 is one of those 
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haunting verses you should probably tape to your mirror: “But
when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction.” What an
epitaph! Uzziah’s weakness was no problem; it was strength he
couldn’t handle. He gained a little power, success, experience,
recognition…and he forgot about God. He became self-reliant and
self-important. In his pride, he decided that being king was not
enough for him. So he grasped for the only thing off-limits to him
—the priesthood. Only that special group appointed by God could
stand before the Lord. Eighty courageous priests tried to block his
path, saying, “This is not for you.” This just makes him mad. He
pushes past them, grabs a censor…and sees his hand is covered in
leprosy. Now Uzziah can never walk into the Temple again. He
must live out his days in total isolation, shut up inside a small
house, all alone. No one to see and admire him, no one to praise
and flatter him. We can kill our pride, or it will kill us.

We often think the worst parts of our life are our weaknesses.
Those areas where you always need help, you never have it together,
you’re always needy. But if a weakness makes you humble and
teachable before the Lord, it may be the best thing in your life. It’s
strength that can ruin you. It’s when you feel competent and
skilled, successful and in control, when you receive recognition and
compliments, that you’re in danger. You can forget your total,
moment-by-moment dependence on God. That the only thing that
makes you ‘special’ is God’s grace to you. That is where all the
trouble starts. As Christmas approaches, consider Jesus, the True
Son of David. Jesus is equal with God, but he did not grasp for
more glory. He gave it away! Jesus humbled himself and became a
servant, for our sake. He became weak. He became a baby, born in
a dirty stable and crucified on a shameful cross, for us. Now the
Father has responded to that beautiful humility by exalting Jesus to
the highest place: he is our King and our Priest!
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December 18 

The Densest Son of David
 

>>>2 Chronicles 28<<<

I sometimes imagine Joseph of Nazareth walking little Jesus
through their Davidic family tree in Matthew 1:1–17. Joseph might
wax on for hours about some of the heroic names in that list: David
and Solomon, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, or Josiah. But I can’t imagine
him lingering too long on Ahaz. He’s got to be the densest son of
David. Ahaz occasionally appears in Christmas sermons as the king
who received Isaiah’s famous Christmas prophecy of Immanuel:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel [which means ‘God with us’].” (Isaiah 7:14) But
then and in our reading today, Ahaz is the son of David who just
didn’t get it. 

Ahaz’s story begins on a sour note: “he did not do what was right in
the eyes of Yahweh, as David his father had done.” (v1) This son of
David walks in the ways of the nations: he makes metal images for
the Baals, sacrifices his own sons to false gods, and commits
idolatry under every green tree in Judah. One wonders why God
does not make a grease spot of Ahaz by about v3. But that promise
to David kicks in again: If David’s sons turn from God, God won’t
destroy, but discipline them (2 Sam 7:14–15). So when God’s Word
does not get Ahaz’s attention, Yahweh slips a collar of corrective
discipline around his neck and begins to slowly turns up the dial.
First God gives him into the hands of Syria (5). Then he raises up
Israel against him (7–11). After that, God sends in the Edomites
(17). Finally, he throws in a few Philistine raids for good measure
(18). Up to his neck in trouble, Ahaz watches his armies destroyed,
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his treasure stripped away, and his people taken captive. It is
painful, but purposeful: “For Yahweh humbled Judah because of
Ahaz…” (19) God is humbling the proud king under his rod.

Unfortunately, the king who wouldn’t have Immanuel doesn’t get
this message, either: “In the time of his distress he became yet more
faithless to Yahweh—this same King Ahaz.” (22) All these sons of
David receive “epitaphs”—little summaries of their lives like you
find on a tombstone. Ahaz’s epitaph: In the time of his distress, he
became yet more faithless to Yahweh. Ahaz is the king who would
not be corrected. Instead of humbling his heart, he hardens it,
determined to live on his own terms instead of God’s. So he spends
the rest of his life trying to escape his troubles in every possible way
except the one way that could have brought relief. Ahaz sends for
help to the king of Assyria (v16). But if God is against you, what
help is Assyria? (21) After Syria gives Ahaz a beating, Ahaz shuts
down the worship of Yahweh in Judah and declares his loyalty to
Syria’s idols (23–24). But the densest son of David refused to
acknowledge that all his problems were in fact rooted in his high-
handed sin against the living God. Until he addressed this with
humble repentance, nothing was going to get any better. 

A few years ago, we stopped removing the lights and ornaments
from a particular Christmas tree in our house at the end of the
season. In January, I just carry it up to the attic as-is and pull a big
garbage bag over the top of it until next year. Why make life harder
than it has to be? That’s a message Ahaz needed, and I often need,
too. Why not yield to God’s corrective Word instead of requiring
his corrective rod? When God does bring discipline into my life,
why not quickly humble myself? Why would I look for other
solutions besides simple repentance? Why make life harder than it
has to be?
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December 19 

He Should have Read A Christmas Carol!
 

>>>2 Kings 20<<<

No Christmas season is complete until I’ve watched at least one
version of A Christmas Carol. The story never gets old! We love the
idea of a second chance. Scrooge wasted his early life in selfishness
and greed. But after three spirits visit him one Christmas Eve, he
begs for another shot. Scrooge makes the most of his extension,
using the extra time to be generous, loving, and joyful. Hezekiah’s
story is almost a mirror image.

Unlike Scrooge, Hezekiah does not waste his early years. He is the
opposite of his wicked father Ahaz. Hezekiah rids the land of idols,
repairs the house of God, and returns the people of God to the
Word of God. Hezekiah also trusts God in crisis. When the brutal
Assyrian armies lay siege to Jerusalem, it’s one of the most
terrifying events in the Old Testament. But unlike Ahaz, Hezekiah
does not panic. He spreads out his troubles before the Lord in
prayer. He holds fast to the promises God delivers through Isaiah
the prophet. And in the morning, Hezekiah wakes up to find that
an angel of God has slain 185,000 Assyrians! Hezekiah is the
greatest son of David since David.

Then Hezekiah gets sick. So sick that Isaiah tells him to put his
affairs in order. But Hezekiah isn’t ready. He rolls over toward the
wall and weeps. And like Scrooge, he begs for an extension. There’s
nothing wrong with this. That Assyrian crisis is still raging, and
Hezekiah wants to lead God’s people through it. Whatever his
motives, God grants the request: he will raise Hezekiah up on the 
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third day. He even causes a shadow on the wall to go backward ten
steps as a sign he’ll get extra time. Then the plot twists. Scrooge
used his extension well. But Hezekiah? “Hezekiah did not make
return according to the benefit done to him, for his heart was
proud.” (2 Chron 32:25)

Envoys from Babylon come to visit Hezekiah. It’s an opportunity to
humbly tell them about Yahweh, as Solomon did with the Queen of
Sheba (1 Kings 10). But Hezekiah is carried away by their flattery,
and spends the day talking about himself. As he boasts, he gives
them a grand tour of Jerusalem, showing the Babylonians
everything there is to see. They take careful notes. That night,
Isaiah visits Hezekiah. Because of his foolish pride, the Babylonians
will one day use the info he gave them to sack Jerusalem; Hezekiah’s
own sons would be carried off to Babylon. It’s an awful word of
judgment! But Hezekiah seem oddly unconcerned. He tells Isaiah,
“The word of Yahweh that you have spoken is good.” For he
thought, “Why not, if there will be peace and security in my
days?”(19) He seems to care nothing for how his sin will impact his
children. He wastes God’s merciful extension. He should have read
A Christmas Carol!

The truth is, we’re all living on borrowed time. We may never get a
visit from three spirits or see a shadow go backward on the wall.
But our lives are limited—a mist! (James 4:14), and every breath we
draw in it is by the sheer mercy of God. Each new moment God
lends us is an opportunity to live for his glory, and love and serve
others. How sad and silly to waste this precious gift polishing our
own fleeting, fading glory. Live for Jesus, the true Son of David! He
did not beg to live, but willingly died for us, and was raised on the
third day. Hezekiah’s pride doomed his sons, but Jesus’ humble,
selfless love frees us! Through his mercy, we are granted a new
opportunity today.
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December 20 

The Worst Son of David
 

>>>2 Chronicles 33:1-11<<<

I don’t know when you last meditated on the lyrics of “You’re a
Mean One, Mr. Grinch.” Here’s a sample, from verse two: “You're a
monster, Mr. Grinch/Your heart's an empty hole/Your brain is full
of spiders/You've got garlic in your soul, Mr. Grinch/ I wouldn’t
touch you with a /Thirty-nine-and-a-half-foot pole!” You don’t
have to wonder what the singer thinks about the Grinch! And
that’s how it is with Manasseh, this next son of David. The Bible
doesn’t mince words: he is absolutely the worst son of David. He
seems to be pure evil. Absolutely un-redeemable. But (like the
Grinch!) that’s what makes his life such a compelling story of
miraculous, life-transforming grace.

Manasseh’s is a story of a wasted life. The “Chronicler” grades all
the kings he tells us about—this one was good, this one was bad, he
was OK—but he runs out of red ink when he grades Manasseh! He’s
not just worse than Judah’s worst kings; he makes the Canaanite
kings look like David (2)! The sad part is, God had blessed
Manasseh with a godly family heritage through his father Hezekiah.
But Manasseh is nothing like his dad. Hezekiah tore down idols;
Manasseh rebuilds them. Hezekiah restored biblical worship in
Jerusalem. Manasseh imports the perverse worship of fertility gods
and bows down to stars and planets. He burns his children as
human sacrifices. He constructs false gods in the Temple! He gets
into deep, Satanic stuff like sorcery and communicating with dead.
It’s like Manasseh studied Deuteronomy to make sure he broke 
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every law in the book! The Elf on a Shelf at Manasseh’s house
needed therapy. 

As king, God gave Manasseh a holy calling, to make Judah a light to
the nations. But Manasseh leads Judah so deep into the darkness
that the Philistines have to send missionaries to witness to him! All
the time, God is so patient with Manasseh. For decades, God sends
prophets to him, but Manasseh brushes them off. Many believe
Manasseh is the king who had Isaiah sawn in two! He wastes every
precious gift God gave him—a godly heritage, a holy calling, and a
huge a pile of second-chances.

Manasseh’s is also a story of wrecked life. One day, a team of
Assyrian soldiers kicks in his front door. They bind old Manasseh
in chains and put a hook in his nose. They drag him off his throne
and out of his kingdom. They carry him all the way to Babylon,
where they dump him in a cell. Just like that, Manasseh’s world
collapses (as God warned, in Deut 28:58–68). At some point, God
stops sending prophets and sends Assyrians. 

Manasseh is like a boy Jesus tells us about in Luke 15. He wanted his
dad’s money but not his dad. So he demanded his inheritance and
then disgraced his family by his reckless living in a far country. The
boy winds up broke, friendless, and fighting for a mouthful of slop
in a pig-sty. That’s how it was for the first readers of 2 Chronicles.
These returned exiles had wasted God’s goodness to them with
reckless living. Now they were suffering for it, and the future
looked bleak. They were just a ragged little remnant, with no king
and no beautiful temple anymore. Each day, they were reminded of
how badly they’d blown it. It was so hard to believe God could ever
be “for them” again. Like Ebenezer Scrooge, it can be painful to
look back and see how you have wasted your life. But maybe, God’s
promises still work, even in the far country.
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December 21 

What Moves God's Heart
 

>>>2 Chronicles 33:12-25<<<

As Manasseh lies in that dirty jail with a hook in his nose, he
remembers “the God of his fathers.” The God Hezekiah had served.
The God Isaiah had told him about. When all his other gods fail
him, Manasseh realizes Yahweh gave him all he ever had. Yet he’s
done nothing but ignore and defy God his whole life. But maybe
that’s when Manasseh remembers that prayer of Solomon’s, at the
Temple (1 Kings 8:46–53). Solomon prayed that if God’s people ever
sinned their way into a far country, and if they repented and called
out toward the Temple, Solomon asked God to hear that prayer
and forgive. But will it work? Would God’s mercy reach all the way
from the Temple into the far country?

Manasseh decides to try. He rolls over toward Jerusalem. He has no
offering to bring. Just empty, dirty hands, and fifty years of evil on
his conscience. And maybe for the first time since he was twelve-
years-old, he prays. “And when he was in distress, he entreated the
favor of Yahweh his God and humbled himself greatly before the
God of his fathers. He prayed to him.” (12)  Sin’s painful
consequences can do this. They can make us realize how selfish,
ungrateful, foolish we’ve been. How worthless the idols we’ve
served are. And how good and kind and patient God has been to us
all along. 

But what does God think of Manasseh’s prayer? God ought to hate
Manasseh! He should enjoy seeing this lowlife finally stewing in his
own grease. That’s what makes v13 such a surprise: “He prayed to 
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him, and God was moved by his entreaty and heard his plea and
brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom.” The instant
Manasseh humbles himself, God’s heart moves. When Manasseh
turns to God, he finds, like the Prodigal, God is already there,
running to embrace him! And in a whirlwind of mercy, God plucks
him out of that Babylonian jail and has him tucked back in his own
bed by that night (at least it seems that fast)! It doesn’t seem right!
But the Chronicler is showing us the heart of God. He loves to
lavish sinners with grace. The first readers were sure God couldn’t
stand to look at them, after they had been so bad for so long! The
Chronicler is saying: “you don’t know God! His grace always runs
down-hill, to the humble and lowly, the dirty and undeserving. Just
humbly come. See for yourself!”

After he is saved, Manasseh knows Yahweh is God (13). He spends
the rest of his life traveling the road of repentance. He can’t change
what he did. But he walks back over the disaster zone he left.
Mending what he can, trusting God with what he can’t. I like to
think he meditated on the words of Isaiah he once despised. You
might read them yourself—in places like Isaiah 1:18; or 55:1, or 53:6.
Manasseh couldn’t understand all that Isaiah wrote, of course. It
would take the Christmas, and Easter stories for that. There we see
God himself come down into the far country of our world, born as
a baby called Jesus, “for he will save his people from their sins.”
(Matt 1:21) We see the perfect Son of David treated like the worst:
bound, humiliated, and crucified. But when Jesus cries to God from
the cross, covered in our sin, God turns away. Jesus is punished in
our place, and rises three days later, to offer us the riches of his
grace. Whatever you’ve done, however far you’ve strayed, however
long you’ve stayed…the mercies of God in Jesus Christ can reach to
you. This is the Christmas gospel: “Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners.” (1 Tim 1:15) Have you called out to him?
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December 22 

Josiah's Choice
 

>>>2 Chronicles 34:1-7<<<

We were about halfway to Candace’s parents’ house on Christmas
afternoon when it hit us. We had celebrated Christmas at our
house that morning with my parents…and and could not remember
blowing out the candle before we left. This particular candle sat in
a wooden bowl, surrounded by dried greenery, all arranged on a
wood round. Sometimes that rustic decor can really come back to
bite you. We quickly called my parents to go back and extinguish
the flame…only to find our phones wouldn’t work! The whole
AT&T network was down in middle Tennessee…after a bomb had
gone off in Nashville that morning! The story just kept getting
worse! We finally got in touch with my parents, and were relieved
to learn that my mom had already blown out the candle. But it had
been a pretty chaotic Christmas afternoon, much of it beyond our
control. 

Josiah, the next major son of David, also finds himself in a chaotic
situation he cannot control. His grandfather Manasseh and his
father Amon had made a string of wicked choices that ensured the
Kingdom of Judah would burn to the ground. When Josiah comes
to the throne at age eight, Judah is a dark place of ignorance and
idolatry. Josiah can’t control any of these things. But there is one
thing that he can control. Josiah can control how he responds to
God. This, to me, is his greatest legacy. 

With his family background and environment, I don’t give eight-
year-old Josiah much chance to amount to anything. But something 
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happens when he turns sixteen. Maybe he got hold of those old
stories of David. Maybe some godly high school teacher spoke into
his life. Maybe the problems and pressures of ruling a kingdom just
brought him to his knees. But at age sixteen, Josiah makes a choice.
He chooses to seek God (3). Josiah makes this choice at a time when
no one else does. He makes this choice when he does not fully
understand what it will mean for him. But Josiah apparently wants
his life to be about something different than the evil and the apathy
around him. So he chooses to seek God. And just four years later,
God is using Josiah powerfully. Josiah is not only cleaning up
Judah, but all the old northern tribes of Israel. People start calling
him the new David. God makes Josiah’s life significant. And it all
started with a single choice that he made, “while he was yet a boy:”
Josiah would seek God. 

I am challenged by Josiah’s story, because it removes all our excuses
for not seeking God ourselves. Your age clearly doesn’t matter.
Your family may be a complete mess, but it is not worse than
Josiah’s! Your peers and their priorities and their opinions are
irrelevant to the spiritual choices that you can make. Even your
own sorry spiritual track record is no hindrance to begin seeking
God today. Your work schedule and work environment, the
ungodly culture, COVID, the economy, your personal health—none
of those things is keeping any of us from seeking God with all of
our hearts as the year 2021 draws to a close (see Psalm 27:8;
Matthew 6:33; James 4:8). There is a great deal that we cannot
control in this life, but Josiah, the godliest son of David, reminds us
we can control the most important thing. Whatever explosions may
go off in our lives, we can still pursue a deeper, richer, walk with
God. We can give him more of our lives, open up more to his
gracious work, serve him more whole-heartedly than ever before.
Why not get a jump on the new year, and ask God’s help to make
Josiah’s choice now?
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December 23 

The Godliest Son of David
 

>>>2 Chronicles 34:8-33<<<

When Josiah orders the Temple to be cleansed of idols, the cleaning
crew stumbles onto an old book, lost through many years of
neglect: the Bible. I know it’s hard to believe, but God’s people
don’t always pay attention to his Word! They blow the dust off of
Deuteronomy and read it to Josiah. He is already seeking God. Yet
as he listens to Scripture, he realizes there is much that God still
wants to change. We’ve seen God correct many sons of David, and
most of them get angry and defensive. But Josiah humbles himself
before God’s Word. He tears his clothes and sends for a prophet to
tell him what to do. God loves this about Josiah! “because your
heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when you
heard his word…” (27) Here is good news: God is not looking for
perfection from you. He is not even looking for impressiveness.
What God is looking for is attainable for us all: humble openness to
his Word. Though there is much in your life that you can’t control,
here are two things you can: 1) You can choose to place yourself in
the path of God’s Word. 2) You can control your attitude to his
Word. Instead of focusing on how others need to change, you can
expect God to reveal how you need to change. If you stay humbly
open to what God wants to say, you’ll find God with you like never
before: “but this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble
and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.” (Isaiah 66:2)

Huldah the prophetess delivers a two-part message to Josiah. 1)
God will judge Judah. It’s a done deal. After generations of evil,
exile is coming like God warned, and nothing can stop it.
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2) God will spare Josiah. Because he trembled at the Word, God
will delay his judgment after Josiah’s lifetime. For Josiah, this is a
relief. But it’s also defeating. He has been working so hard to turn
Judah around. He’s begun all these reforms, made all these plans.
And God says it won’t make a bit of difference! Too little too late.
He can’t save Judah. In January 2008, I painted the men’s dorms at
Union University; on February 5, a tornado destroyed those dorms
and all my work. God tells Josiah that a storm of judgment is
coming, to blow away all his work. Kinda de-incentivizes any
further effort to bring godly change to Judah! But that leads to the
most amazing part. 

Josiah obeys anyway. In v29, he gathers Judah to renew covenant
with God. He doubles down on obeying the Word, and spends the
next twenty years pouring his blood, sweat, and tears into
remaking Judah for God’s glory. He leads the biggest revival in
Judah’s history. I knew all that; I also knew it didn’t change
anything. But it recently hit me that Josiah knew it wouldn’t
change anything. He knew his reforms wouldn’t last. Yet he obeys
anyway. Why? For the love of God. For the glory of the Lord.
Because God is worthy of his obedience, even if he doesn’t “get
anything out of it.” Josiah can’t control the results of his obedience;
that’s God’s business. He can control his obedience. I think we can
learn from Josiah. What if my obedience to God does not bring me
any personal pay-off? What if me doing what I’m supposed to do
does not produce the change I want to see in my spouse, or my
kids, or my church? What if I see no practical results from obeying?
Will I obey God anyway, sheerly for his glory? 

I think Josiah is the godliest son of David. But even he could not
turn back God’s judgment from the sinful people. It would take an
even better Son of David to do that.
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December 24 

Jehoiachin's Christmas Dinner 
 

>>>2 Kings 25<<<

I’m a stubborn traditionalist, but my favorite version of How the
Grinch Stole Christmas is the 2018 cartoon. And it’s all because of
the Christmas dinner scene. The Grinch stole the Whos’ presents
and spoiled the Whos’ plans, but Cindy Lou and her family invite
him to share Christmas dinner with them anyway. As he steps
inside the house, no one is bitter or angry; they warmly welcome
him to the party. They seat him at the head of the table, and even
ask him to carve the roast beast. As the unexpected grace washes
over the suspicious, lonely grinch, he is transformed. Sometimes
there is more going on in a meal than meets the eye. I think that
was true for Jehoicahin.

To simplify a complex story, God’s judgment finally falls on the
House of David. Josiah’s reforms just slapped a coat of paint on a
rotten barn; after he dies, it just keeps decaying. And so, just as
God told Hezekiah, Babylon comes to destroy Jerusalem in 587 BC.
The sons of David are led away in chains, and Solomon’s glorious
kingdom is left a smoking pile of ruins. It’s horrible. When God
brought Israel into the Promised Land, it’s like he was leading them
back to the Garden of Eden. Now they lost it again.

That brings us to Jehoiachin. He becomes king at age eighteen, but
rules just three months before the exile. He is imprisoned in
Babylon for thirty-seven years. After that long in a Babylonian jail
cell, I’d be convinced God had forgotten me. Then one day, his cell
door swings open. Babylon’s new king, Evil-merodach, doesn’t 
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sound too nice, but he wants to see Jehoiachin. Imagine 57-year-old
Jehoiachin—weak, scared, looking like Robinson Crusoe—shuffling
out of jail and into this king’s presence. What is this about? To his
shock, Evil-merodach speaks kindly to the exiled king. He frees him
from prison and honors him above all of Babylon’s captives. He
exchanges Jehoiachin’s prison garments for royal robes, and issues
him an allowance for his daily needs. And no more prison food. For
the rest of his life, Jehoiachin eats at the king’s table. There’s more
going on at this meal than meets the eye. This isn’t just a change in
Babylonian political policy; when Jehoicahin and his people were
sure that Yahweh had finally given up on them, Yahweh “lifts up
the head” of Jehoiachin. It’s my favorite scene in all of 1–2 Kings!
God slips this in as the curtain falls to show us that the lamp of
David, which seemed finally extinguished, still flickers with life.
The kingdom lies in ruins. The king lives in exile. But Yahweh still
hasn’t forgotten his promise! 

I love Jehoicahin’s story, because it points us to the Christmas
gospel: God still loves people who have lost every good thing he
ever gave them. Like the people of Judah, we have sinned. We have
ignored God’s Word. We have burned through a stack of second
chances a mile high, and ought to rot in prison for it. Instead, God
sent his Son Jesus Christ to lift up our heads! Jesus left heaven and
went into exile for us. Jesus was abandoned to God’s judgment at
the cross, so that God speak kindly to us: “for I know the plans that
I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) Jesus was rich but
made himself poor, so that we could exchange our prison garb for
bright new clothes of joy. The door of our cell has swung open! We
have been seated at the King’s table, through the grace of the True
Son of David. Before your Christmas dinner, why not raise a toast
to him?
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December 25 

Watch that Stump!
 

>>>Isaiah 11:1-10<<<

Do you have any Christmas traditions? Most families have at least
one or two they like to follow each year. Maybe it’s a certain house
where you always gather, or a special church service you attend, or
a particular meal you always eat. Maybe everyone opens a single
present on Christmas Eve, or all the kids wear matching pajamas,
or you drive around looking at lights that night. If you’re thinking
about starting a new Christmas ritual, I might be able to make a
suggestion. Go out in the backyard and find a stump. Anything flat
and dead will do. Then pull out some camping chairs, gather up
your family, settle in, and watch the stump. That’s it. You can sing
some carols if you want, but it’s really best to watch the stump in
total silence. If it’s cold, gray, and a little drizzly, that will just add
to the ambience. OK, so it won’t be the most exciting event of the
day, and you’ll never be asked to host Christmas again. But if you
want to get into the biblical Christmas spirit, stump-watching is
the way to go. Just ask Isaiah. Isaiah prophesied that when Babylon
destroyed Jerusalem, it would be like the mighty, majestic oak of
David’s dynasty had been chopped down. God’s people would be
left looking at a stump—the “stump of Jesse.” (Isaiah 11:1) Not a lot
of hope in a stump. 

But because of God’s promise to David, life still stirred in that old
stump. Way down deep, far below the surface, where you couldn’t
see. And one day, when you least expected it, a tiny shoot would
pop out of that stump. Not much to look at. You might not even
notice if you weren’t paying attention. But in time, that little twig
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from Jesse’s stump would grow into a fruitful Branch: a glorious
new Son of David would rule again! He would be greater than all of
David’s sons—greater even than David himself! He would establish
a kingdom of perfect peace that would sweep all the nations under
the rule of God. (You can read about this in Isaiah 11:1–10) So watch
that stump, Isaiah says. I know it looks bleak and that you feel
ridiculous doing it, but watch that stump of Jesse! God will not
forget David! When you turn to Matthew 1 on the first page of the
New Testament, this is what God’s faithful people are doing.
Watch that stump!

Then one night, a young man in David’s line goes to bed and
dreams. There is nothing kingly about Joseph of Nazareth. He’s just
a village carpenter, eeking out a living under the heel of the Roman
Empire, and he just found out his fiancee is having a baby. But
when God visits Joseph, he doesn’t call him “son of Jacob” like
everyone else in Nazareth. God calls him, “Joseph, son of David!”
“Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,” God says, “for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20–21) Watch that stump! The King we
need is about to spring up!

Luke is also watching the stump of Jesse. He reports the angel
telling Mary that God will give her baby “the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:32–33) He reminds us that
Joseph and Mary travel to “the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David." (2:4)
When the angels announce the Savior’s birth to Bethlehem’s
shepherds (David again!), they declare: “For unto you is born this
day, in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (2:11)
Watch that stump!
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It would take a much bigger book than this one to fill in all the
ways that the little Shoot, the baby Jesus, grew to fulfill all of God’s
promises as the mighty Branch. All of Davids sons we met in our
earlier reading were “graded” by the authors of Kings and
Chronicles by how they compared to David—some got pretty close,
and many were just plain awful, but none quite measured up to
Israel’s greatest king. Until Jesus. Jesus is the true “Man after God’s
heart.” (Acts 13:22) He is the “sweet psalmist of Israel” who
withdrew to the night watches to pour out his heart to God (2 Sam
23:1). He is the obedient Son of the Father, rejected by his brothers
(1 Sam 17:17–30). He is the Champion who slays the giants of sin,
death, and hell for his his helpless people (1 Samuel 17:31–58). He is
the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep (John
10:14–15). He is the leader who gathers the distressed, the debtors
and the disappointed, and he makes them a merry band of disciples
and mighty men (1 Sam 22:2). He is the humble king who came not
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many
(Mark 10:45). He is the Innocent Sufferer, praying David’s psalms of
trust in the darkness of the cross, believing that God would yet give
him the promised crown (Heb 12:2). Now risen from the dead, Jesus
holds “the key of David,” with authority to open and close the gates
of paradise (Rev 3:7). And on and on it goes.

We may not have gotten as many shepherds and wise men in this
Christmas book as we may have liked! But the story of the
unexpected and undeserved arrival of the True Son of David is
what Christmas is all about. The rest of the Bible will proclaim the
good news of Jesus Christ, the offspring of David (2 Tim 2:8)—all
the way to the final page of the book, where Jesus himself declares
“I, Jesus…am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star…let the one who is thirsty, come.” (Revelation 22:16–
17)  
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Maybe you know the scene in Revelation 5. John stands in heaven
as God the Father holds in his right hand a scroll, sealed with seven
seals. The scroll contains God’s eternal purposes, to redeem our sin-
cursed world. But when an angel calls out, “Who is worthy to open
the scroll and break its seals?”, heaven falls silent. No one is found
worthy to bring God’s promises to pass, and John begins to weep
loudly. It’s the sorrow we may have felt watching one son of David
after another falling and failing. It’s the despair God’s people felt
watching that stump of Jesse all those silent years. The despair we
might sometimes feel, mired in our own sin and failure, crushed by
the darkness and brokenness of this world. Is anyone worthy? Can
anyone save us? Can anyone change this? Is anyone worthy? But
just then, one of the elders in heaven speaks: “Weep no more;
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” (Rev
5:5) John turns to see Jesus: the Lion of Judah, the Root of David,
the Shoot from Jesse’s Stump, the Son of God who became our slain
Lamb. In an instant, heaven is filled with loud worship “Worthy is
the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and might and honor and glory and blessing!” (Rev 5:10–12) When
you understand the story of the True Son of David, you dry your
tears and you join this chorus. Our future was as bright as that old
stump. But when no one else could save us. When no one else was
found worthy. Jesus came for us. O come, let us adore him!
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