
Are You Sure About That? 

 Did you see that news report about the large-church pastor who was apologizing for defying the 

national virus restrictions? On the first Sunday when all public meetings of more than ten people were 

banned, this man of God interpreted the new rules as a political effort to oppose faith and outlaw 

worship. “We serve God and not man,” was his first (and quite biblical) reaction when he refused to shut 

down his congregation’s large Lord’s day assembly. An avalanche of criticism from solid believers 

(including dozens of fellow-pastors) helped him see that his decision not to obey the law in this instance 

was not wise. It actually tarnished the church instead of glorifying God. So this pastor said in a 

nationwide apology, “I’m sorry.” 

 But pastors were not the only professionals in the land who came up with differing assessments 

of the dangers posed by this new virus and what we should do to protect ourselves from its deadly 

invasion. On the same day I read lengthy, scholarly analyses of COVID-19 written by two top doctors 

who were telling us what we need to do to end this epidemic. 

 The first medical expert was not being flippant when he said he thought we were over-reacting. 

He shared extensive data to show that this virus, like others before it, would soon stop spreading. 

Thousands of us have had mild symptoms of coronavirus without being tested or diagnosed, so we now 

have antibodies, the doctor suggested. Consequently, he believes the now-scary virus will be self-

limiting without us endlessly emptying churches or schools or ballparks. 

 His colleague rang a very different bell, however, in a lengthy paper loaded with graphs and 

charts to substantiate the statistics that he cited, this high-ranking doctor predicted that the pandemic is 

just getting started. He advised national leaders and state governors to enact even more stringent 

measures to isolate us and to intensify treatment protocols. 

 Obviously, both men can’t be right. Three months from now will one of them need to apologize 

to the nation for misleading us in such a critical time? 

 The universal truth reflected in all of this is that all of us are wrong part of the time. Even those 

who are wisest and best informed. So all of us (parents, teachers, church leaders, bosses, etc.) at times 

need to be honest and humble enough to admit our errors and to say, “I’m sorry.” 


