


VENGEANCE 
IS THINE 
NOT 
MINE. 

—PASTOR JUSTIN  



Sunday, October 25, 2020 
IMPRECATORY PSALMS 

Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the 
wicked, or stand around with sinners, or join in with mockers. 

But they delight in the law of the Lord, meditating on it day 
and night. 
Psalm 1:1-2 

Imprecatory Psalms, a group of raw and visceral Psalms 
flowing from a place of deep pain and hurt. In these 
Psalms, we see the writers dealing honestly with the evil 

they’ve experienced in our broken world. These Psalms 
give us permission to be honest, a process for how to cry 
out for justice, and a pathway towards true justice and 
liberation.  
  

                                              

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 
Thank you for continuing to be faithful in your giving to 

the work of God’s Kingdom building efforts through Crystal 
Coast church of the Nazarene. 

Giving Report for October 18th, 2020: 
Tithes: $1305.00 
Faith Promise: $40.00 
Total $1345.00 



Remember that you can worship by placing your tithes 
and offerings in the collection box on your way into the 
sanctuary or as you leave. We’d also encourage you to 
continue to give online as well. 

You can give online by CLICKING HERE, or you can mail 
your offerings to the church @ 4311 Country Club Rd, MHC, 
NC 28557. For those who are not comfortable giving online 
or via mail. Also a drop box has been installed by the rear 
entrance opposite of the church office. 

If giving on line, I would recommend that you use the 
“Bank Account” option rather than the credit card option. 
By using this option there are no processing fees to cover. If 
you do choose to use your debit card the processing fee is 
1.9%. The company that we have partnered with for our 
online giving has a good article to help you understand this 
process, and you can access that HERE. 

They also have a great Donor guide that will help you 
with most of the setup and use questions you may have 
HERE.  

                                              

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
  

 
Key Points From the Message 

Imprecatory Psalms address evil in our lives and in the 
world. 

There are 5 ways that we can respond to evil. We can ignore  
it; pretending that it doesn’t exist, but sooner or later we will 
come face to face with it. We can minimize it by convincing 

https://givingflow.rebelgive.com/44e7ac3b2fbddba92c20
http://help.rebelgive.com/en/articles/2802314-why-is-a-fee-added-to-my-gift
http://help.rebelgive.com/en/collections/1625864-donor-guide


ourselves that it’s not that bad, eventually normalizing it and 
calling evil good. We can internalize it. We can take matters 
into our own hands and try to vindicate it ourselves. Or we can 
verbalize and release it to the only one who can do something 
about it.  

The Imprecatory Psalms give us permission to be honest, a 
process for crying out, and Pathway to Justice and Liberation. 

Imprecatory Psalms express what has happened in the 
human soul as evil has come against it. These psalmist are 
being honest about the destructive nature of sin and how they 
have personally suffered from it. While they may not properly 
represent true reality, they do represent the true reality f a 
person’s soul and what they are going through.  

If you don’t pray, you will pay. If we do not take our anger 
and rage to God it will red you with inner turmoil as you try to 
stuff it down or ignore it, or it will lead to such a deep hatred 
for others that you won’t be able to be in a relationship where 
you can love those closest to you or those whom Christ has sent 
you to. 

When we express to god our raw emotions it leads to 
healing, but is also revealing.  

Just as hurt is the usual human experience that brings us to 
our knees praying for help, provoking the realization that we 
need God, so hate is frequently the human experience that 
brings us to our feet praying for justice, catalyzing our 
concern for the terrible violations against life all around us. 
Hate is often the first sign that we care. That does not mean 
that prayer legitimizes hate—it uses it.—Eugene Peterson 



We cry out to God by articulating our rage against evil, 
through honestly telling him how we feel. Our honest prayers 
are a way of submitting what we feel to him. And we relinquish 
the outcome into his hands, because he is the only one who has 
the power to do anything about it. 

Every imprecatory prayer that has ever been prayed or will 
be prayed, every cry for justice was answered in Jesus, who on 
the cross took on the sin of the world not only fulfilling the 
righteous demand for justice but bringing healing to the 
broken because it is also by his wounds we are healed.  

Discuss: 
What do you do with evil? How do you tend to respond to 
injustice? Do you ignore and suppress your feeling of anger 
over it? Do you minimize it? Do you internalize it and let 
anger brew inside you? Do you vindicate it, responding 
with anger and even violence? Or do you verbalize it and 
release it into God’s hands?  
 
Share with each other the ways you most often respond to 
the evil and injustice in our world when it affects you. 

 
The Imprecatory Psalms give us permission to be honest 
with God about the anger or anguish we are feeling. If we 
don’t pray honestly to God about it, we will internalize the 
anger and pay for it ourselves. Take time to be honest with 
each other about the pain you’ve experienced.   

Give each other permission to be honest and then pray for 
one another, helping each other name these feelings and 
then release them into the hands of the God who is more 



angry than you about evil and can actually do something 
about it.  
  
 
Understanding Jesus’ death and resurrection changes how 
we view evil and oppression. It affirms the reality of evil 
and provides confidence that it will be judged. Yet, it also 
tells us that we’re part of the problem and deserve God’s 
judgment. In the cross, we’re reminded that we did not 
have to bear the weight of God’s wrath for the evil we’ve 
done because Jesus bore it for us. In the resurrection, we’re 
reminded that evil will not win the day, but will one day be 
defeated once and for all.  
How does Jesus’ death and resurrection tangibly change 
how you think about the evil that has been committed 
against you and others?  
  
Reading the Psalms This Week: 
Take time to read and meditate on more Imprecatory 
Psalms. Pick one of these Psalms to read and pray. Imagine 
feeling the injustice and evil that the Israelites had 
experienced. Imagine longing for justice and judgment 
against evil as they did. Use these as a guide for crying out 
for justice in specific ways. Practice being honest about 
your anger and yet giving your desire for vengeance into 
the hands of God. If you’re not currently experiencing 
these feelings, think about those who are being oppressed 
and pray as they might pray. Ultimately, with each Psalm, 
think about how Jesus brings fulfillment to this prayer. The 
bold numbers may be good ones to start with.  
 
 
Psalm 5, 35, 40, 56, 58, 69, 79, 109, 137 
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