SIGNUP & GET A FREE MP3!
SUBSCRIBE

enter your email to subscribe..

SUPERNATURAL LIVING PODCAST

HOME

ABOUT US

DONATE

MISSIONS

SCHOOLS

TEACHING

CONTACT

MY PERSONAL JOURNEY INTO THE HEALING MINISTRY Part 2
By Todd Bentley

EVENTS

SUBSCRIBE

INVITE TODD

WRITINGS
All Writings

This article is taken from "Christ's Healing Touch" Volume One.

Articles
Written by Todd Bentley

Missions Reports
Desk of Todd Bentley

MY PERSONAL JOURNEY INTO THE HEALING MINISTRY

Reports from the Road
Part 2

Honoring our Partners

Kevin: Tell me, what was the role of the early Fresh Fire youth ministry in helping launch you into your

Testimonies

present ministry?

Todd: Kevin, most people don't know that Fresh Fire began as youth meetings with you and several
youth pastors in the basement of an Anglican church on Friday nights. As youth pastors, you guys had
been praying for youth and revival in Abbotsford for almost two years, before you felt led to start
weekly interchurch youth revival meetings—you called it Fresh Fire. In 1997, you guys began meeting
with a small group of spiritually hungry youth and months later you invited me to speak once. I really
connected with your vision to worship, pray, hear God, prophesy, preach and ignite revival fire through
youth from Baptist, Mennonite, Pentecostal, Anglican, independent charismatic, and various other
evangelical churches. About this time I started having encounters with the Holy Spirit during my 3month soaking season and began to be invited to preach more at the youth meetings.

I'd say that those early Fresh Fire youth meetings became a real opportunity for me to practice. My
heart was full—I was full of knowledge and there was a fire on my life. I just didn't have an opportunity
or a platform to heal the sick and preach all the revelation that I was receiving in my times of visitation.
I wasn't being invited into the nations, I didn't have the opportunity to preach in church and so I was
working in the mill. I was asked to come every Friday and speak—those meetings became an
opportunity for me to develop and to use the gifts that the Holy Spirit had given me. It became my
platform. So I was able to go in and practice healing and I was able to practice prophecy because now I
had a group of 50, 60, to 100 youth every Friday night that were hungry for the things of God. I could
go in and share the things that I was getting in my visitation experiences and I could go in and prophesy
over the kids. I could pray for them and they would get healed and filled with the Holy Ghost. It became
an opportunity for me to develop my gifts.

If it wasn't for that season in my life in those early Fresh Fire meetings, I would never have been able to
develop my gift in preaching or my confidence in preaching to crowds. I would never have had the
opportunity to meet with a group of leaders where we could go over what just happened in each
meeting and talk about my strengths and weaknesses. There was an opportunity for mentoring in my
gifts as I was able to meet the other key men and talk about the various things that happened at each
meeting. So, the youth ministry became a real training and mentoring opportunity for me; it became a
bouncing board where I would ask, "How did that go? How could we have done this more?" It also
became an opportunity for me to grow without having to worry about a reputation—I was working in
the saw mill. I was in the midst of a three-month visitation of the Holy Ghost and I was full. I wanted to
share and spread my wings.

I remember seeing my first healing in those meetings in the basement of St. Matthew's Anglican. One
young woman's back was crooked and she couldn't stand up straight. It was in those meetings that she
was healed. I remember another one of the young men had scoliosis and had curvature of the spine for
years. I can still remember the tears flowing down his face as he said "My back was healed. I felt heat
flow through my back; I felt it crack and I could stand up straight for the first time." I remember some
of those key healing testimonies from those youth meetings.

Kevin: What are some of the specific memories from the early youth ministry that really touched your
life, things that impacted you in that season?

Todd: When I think back to those early Fresh Fire days, I remember my first meeting in the inner city in
Vancouver, when we took a team of youth to minister at the Street Church. I was able to share my
testimony with a crowd of people who were mostly unsaved—alcoholics, drug addicts and prostitutes.
This was my first real evangelistic opportunity where I was able to give my testimony, give an altar call,
then pray for the sick and for those who wanted to be set free from drugs and alcohol. In my eyes, it
was a mini crusade. Even as I shared my testimony there was such a move of God's Spirit that some
people came up to the alter to give their lives to Jesus or to rededicate their life to Him even before I
was done speaking or got to the altar call. "Why are these people coming up to the front while I'm still
speaking?" I remember asking. After someone from the ministry team investigated, he said, "Todd, they
are coming up to get saved." Also, in that meeting, I remember praying for a woman who was a
prostitute and a cocaine addict with AIDS. I still remember her today! She began manifesting devils and
so we cast them out. I remember hearing a report, weeks later, of a drug addicted woman in Vancouver
who had gotten saved and later testified of a powerful healing. I was actually in one of Patricia King's
meetings in Mission, B.C. when a woman came up to me and said, "I was just in Vancouver at this inner
city church and a woman who had received prayer just weeks earlier was delivered from an addiction to
cocaine. She also testified that she had just been to the doctor's and got her HIV test back showing
that she was totally head of AIDS." That's when the Holy Spirit said to me, "That's the one you prayed
for." The person she described was in the same service I was in. the Lord allowed me to hear the
testimony through the grape vine.

I remember that incident to this day. I recall walking out of that inner city meeting which, to me, was
like my first evangelistic crusade. I remember saying, "This is what I want to do the rest of my life." It
was that night that I became desperate and hungry for God to release me into healing ministry. I said,
"God I want to do this the rest of my life." It was that night and into the next day that my three month
soaking visitation season began.

Kevin: I remember that. You were so pumped about that day and about these people running to the
alter. That experience gave you the hunger to spend all that time soaking.

Todd: I wanted to get anointed. I wanted to receive everything. So I remember specifically the healing
of that young man and the curvature of his spine and how he was weeping and his back cracked and
how he stood straight for the first time. I remember some of the outreaches where we would take
handfuls of Fresh Fire young people after the services were over and we would go out to Subway or
Tim Hortons (a Canadian coffee/donut shop). I recall lining up people in the restaurants or in the
streets and prophesying over them. I also remember preaching on repentance and giving an alter call
and all the youth would be on their faces, laying their sin at the alter. I really began to stretch my Johnthe-Baptist wings, calling for repentance like Charles Finney used to do. I even remember some of the
first messages that I preached on loving your neighbor as yourself. "If you love yourself enough that
you don't want to go to hell and make sure that your soul is right with God, then love your neighbor
enough to make sure that his soul is right with God, "I would say, challenging the young people into
evangelism.

Kevin: Describe a few of your greatest revelations in the area of healing, when it was just like a light
went on?

Todd: Healing went to a whole other level for me when I understood how to make myself available to
receive the word of knowledge and I began to operate in the prophetic in healing. That was the
greatest revelation for me. Then I was able to come to God before the service and say, "Father, even
before I go into the service, I ask you to show me now who is going to be healed and what is going to
happen." The greatest revelation for increasing healing in my life and ministry was when I asked the
Holy Spirit to show me things to come. God could now take me in a vision into the meeting, hours and
days before the meeting took place. I only wanted to do those things that I saw the father doing, so I
began to take time at the beginning of each day or before each service to say, "Father, show me what
you want me to act out tonight." Then I began to understand, not only God's word of knowledge and
healing, but that I could position myself to wait on Him, receive a vision from heaven and then bring it
to pass. In listening prayer, I would wait before the Lord saying, "Here I am God, what do you want to do
tonight." I would write down those things that I saw, felt or heard. I would do that everyday. I wanted to
walk like Jesus, who said, "the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for
whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner" (John 5:10).

I remember doing that in the extended meetings in Albany Oregon. It sent on for weeks and months. I
remember taking 1-3 hours a day, not to pray, but to listen and say, "Father, show me who is going to be
healed tonight. What kind of miracles do you want to do? What is going to happen and when is it going
to happen? What's the first thing that you want me to do?" I'd as for ten words of knowledge, then 15.
I'd even begin to push for detail; I'd get a word of knowledge and then I'd begin to ask for specifics
about that word of knowledge. "Lord, tell me the name of that person. Tell me where that person lives.
Tell me what year the accident happened. Tell me the age and gender of the person." I'd ask for some
keys that would go with the word of knowledge. If there was a back that God was going to heal, I'd ask
for a sense of where the person was sitting, what side of the room and other details about the person.
When I eventually began to minister at the meeting, I'd be able to say, "Here are ten miracles that I saw
even before I got into the service." And I knew that was possible because I believed in the gifts of the
Spirit. I just needed to increase my level of faith by waiting on the Father every day. That's how Jesus
did only what He saw the Father doing. Realizing that I could walk in that realm of the prophetic was
the greatest revelation for me.

Kevin: Looking back on your years in healing ministry, what would be some of the highlights for you?

Todd: India. The cities of Bombay and Goa in India. In six nights we saw 139 deaf mutes healed. That's a
highlight for me. There was something about all those healings. Another highlight for me would be the
first time I witnessed the Holy Spirit healing a Polio victim in India. This 16-year-old girl's legs were not
even half the size of a teenage girl's legs. Both her legs ere twisted where the knee was and curved
out toward the hip. She had two big metal braces and crutches and she walked like a penguin. She had
to sway like a penguin and her body had to twist to the right and left. I remember praying for her for
two nights and nothing happened. She was in tears wanting to be healed—they would push her to the
front of the healing line every night when I prayed for the cripples. One night I remember passing her
by and thinking "oh, I've prayed for her 5 or 6 times and all my team has prayed for her. I prayed again,
but just a kind of nonchalant courtesy prayer. "I'll just get her under the spirit and the anointing—she'll
fall down and I'll go on praying for the rest of the cripples." I thought this way because I had given up.
So I just kind of reached over and said, "Bless her Lord." I knew she was sensitive to the presence of the
Lord and that if I touched her she would fall under the power. Then it would look like something was
happening, so I could move on without feeling guilty because I had already prayed for her five times.

After I prayed for her and moved on, I heard a scream behind me and turned to see her running. I'll
never forget her face; I'll never forget her smile; I'll never forget the tears flowing down her face. And
she wasn't just trying to walk for the first time, she was running. She had one usher on each arm. And as
she ran you could see her glee and hear her breathing like someone who had run 100 flights of stairs,
even though she had only run a few feet. Her respiratory system was weak because she had never been
able to run or even walk fast. I remember her face when she would fall down and people would go to
help her. She would push them away when they tired to slow her down and tell her to take slow steps.
She didn't want to take little; she wanted to run right away. She would run up to me, all out of breath,
and give me a hug. I'll never forget that girl with polio from birth, completely healed.

Another highlight for me was a woman without a breast in Ginga, Uganda. She had cancer and her
breast was surgically removed. She began screaming because her beast had grown back. She had a
brand new breast. That one miracle made such an impact on the crowd that it led to 34,000 salvations.
That one miracle also led to several thousand people being set free from the power of witchcraft. That
one miracle brought the witch doctors, the soothsayers and sorcerers. They came wondering, "What
kind of power does the white man possess that he can even make body parts grow back?" The crowds
swelled from 8 to 10,000 up to 60,000 on the last night. During the alter calls, instead of 200 being
saved, after that creative miracle, thousands were coming to Jesus. It was a powerful experience for
me to see how one miracle can shake a city for god.

There were testimonies in Kansas City. I remember I was at a meeting in the inner city in Kansas City.
Yes, miracles happen in the United States too. One night three blind people, each totally blind in one
eye, all received their sight. I remember these three blind people all getting healed and within two
minutes of one another they all received their sight. Then something incredible happened—an angel
appeared in the balcony at that service. It was the healing angel that I talk about. Not only did I see him,
but my Dad saw him. I hadn't said anything to anyone about angels. I was aware that the healing angel
was making his presence known in the top left hand part of the balcony in Kansas. Then my Dad looked
over at me and asked, "Did you know that your healing angel is sitting in the balcony in the top left." I
knew something was going to happen that night, and sure enough, it did. Three blind eyes were
opened—that was a real highlight for me of God's power at work in the United States.

Also, in North America, there have been numerous meetings where unusual miracles took place,
whether it was gold in people's mouths (dental miracles) or God manifesting His presence with gold and
glory dust on people's faces. These meetings would often go on until 4 a.m., with a strong presence of
God and with prophecy.

Kevin: So, whether in Africa or North America, you have seen every kind of miracle, pretty much?

Todd: Yes. Incredible testimonies of healing. I remember one summer we had an incredible six-week run
in California. I've lost track of how many deaf, but more than 18 people that were deaf received their
healing. Also, we saw that six or seven cases of MS, some who had been crippled for years and hadn't
walked, were healed of MS. I remember hearing testimonies when I was in Vista, California of people
with cancer, Lupis and tumors who were healed—those were highlights for me. A small Four Square
Church that really wanted to pursue evangelism and the power of God with no holds barred and 3,000
people showed up in the parking lot for food on an outreach before our crusade. There were
testimonies of healing every night of people who were blind or crippled.

I also remember the story of the boy that came out of the coma in Grant's Pass. In a trance the Lord
told me about a boy in a coma in the hospital. I saw that I would make a prophetic announcement about
a man in my meeting who would come on behalf of a woman that was in the hospital at the bedside of
her boy in a coma. The woman, which I had believed to be the mother of that boy had come to me in
that vision and spoke to me about her boy in the coma and how she had a friend, a man that she had
sent to that tent meeting to stand in the gap for that boy in the coma. I saw myself pray for the man
who came forward, then announce prophetically that the newspaper headlines would read, "Boy Comes
out of Coma." There were about 1,000 people that night in the tent in Grant's Pass Oregon in
December of 2000—I gave the word of knowledge and, months later, sure enough, I heard from elders
in that church that headlines on the front of the local papers read, "Boy comes out of the coma." That
was a real highlight for me.

Those meetings in Grant's Pass were a real launching time for me in ministry. I had been invited to be
the healing evangelist to minister alongside key prophets of today like Paul Keith Davis, Bob Jones,
Bobby Conners and John Paul Jackson. The organizers wanted someone with a healing anointing to
partner with the prophetic guys and to help re-dig the ancient healing well. Because a move of healing
was already beginning to take place in those early months of August and November 2000, they said,
"We know this man Todd Bentley. He's an evangelist. He's been doing meetings for us up the road from
us for three hours. Let's have him come in."

In the same place (Grant's Pass, Oregon) in 1950, God used William Branham and Paul Cain to start a
healing revival in the Northwest. It was when "The Voice of Healing" magazine was born. Paul Cain, a
seasoned prophet today, was at that time a young man working with William Branham in Grant's Pass. In
1950 they were dedicating a tabernacle of healing.

It was in our healing meetings 50 years later where we joined together in a jubilee time to contend for
the same healing anointing that broke out in the Northwest in the days of the Voice of Healing. It was
at that time that people began to accept the validity of my ministry and my prophetic word because I
was ministering alongside Bob Jones, John Paul Jackson and Bobby Conners. They began to think,
"Well, Todd must have a word from the Lord." So I was received more on an international level because I
had ministered alongside more recognized, seasoned prophets who were known internationally. No
more were we just going into a city and doing meetings with a hundred people because nobody knew
who Todd Bentley or Fresh Fire was. It was in Grant's Pass, during that weekend of December 5, 2000
where I had a profound visitation from an angel by the name of Healing Revival. The first time I had
visitation of an angel was in my home before my traveling ministry started. I said, "There is an angel
towering in the apartment above me." People can read that part of my testimony in my book Journey
into the Miraculous.

Anyway, three weeks after the Grant's Pass meeting, God used this same healing angel to help ignite a
healing revival in Albany, Oregon at the Vineyard church. I had already preached in Albany twice, in
August and November 2000, and there were already signs that God wanted to move for an extended
time. When I came to Albany in January 2001, the healing revival meetings went on for months and
people came from all other the United States and from other nations to receive a healing touch from
God. These meetings continued with several speakers coming in and feeding the fire each week right
up until May 2001.

Once I saw a woman who was pushing her bicycle through the parking lot of the church. I ran outside
and asked, "Do you know what's happening in here? It's a healing revival." I found out she was a Swedish
woman who ha been deaf in one ear almost all of her life. I prayed for her and she was totally healed in
the parking lot. People were lining up for hours early to get into the healing service that night. The
strength of that healing revival went for 8-9 months. It was considered a legitimate revival in North
America. This move of God propelled our ministry—it is what really launched us.

Every ministry has milestones or markers, times when people can say this meeting or this conference or
this revival is where God really launched the ministry to a whole new level. For us, although I had been
traveling for two years already, it was in those Grant's pass meetings and those early weeks of the
revival of healing in Albany, Oregon that God really began to put an international favor on our ministry.
I would say it was one of God's promotion times. There have been other such times, but during this
season it was as if God gave us a big stamp of validation followed by far greater opportunity for our
ministry on a more international level.

Why? It wasn't so much about the crowds, the numbers, the healings or anything like that in those
meetings in Albany, but it was the friendship I developed with Steve Shultz from the Elijah List (a
prophetic internet/e-mail resource). Steve is part of the local church in Albany, Oregon and his Elijah
list was reaching 50-60 thousand people at that time over the internet. So it was a real tool to get the
word out about what God was doing and saying. Steve and I had lunch together and developed a
friendship. He was in some of those meetings in Oregon where he witnessed how the prophetic and
the word of knowledge were key demonstrations of God's power in healing. He saw and heard the
testimonies of healing himself. Things really took off when Steve began to send out reports on the
Elijah list weekly, sometimes nightly, about what was happening in his local church in Albany, Oregon
with a young man by the name of Todd Bentley.

Very quickly news spread that there wee extended healing meetings where real significant miracles—
healings of the deaf, blind, crippled and Hepatitis C sufferers. Meetings took place every night for
months. Pastors who wanted a healing impartation for their church flew in. The same healing anointing
had been upon my life before but we hadn't had the exposure. So God used Albany, Oregon and the
friendship Steve Shultz and I began to promote what God was doing in both Oregon and Albany
through Fresh Fire and Denny Kline's Vineyard Church. The Elijah list became exposure for the
anointing that was already on my life and I would say that the meetings in Albany were the
manifestation and the result of the visitation in Grant's Pass of the angel named Healing Revival.
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