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Let's build a Highway for Our King.

On January 14th Pope Francis arrived in Israel for a historic visit. In preparation for his
arrival, the government repaved all the roads that the Pontiff would travel. This dignitary,
and world religious leader did not ask for the highways to be repaved. It was the country
of Israel itself, who took on the responsibility to guarantee that Pope Francis’s visit would

be smooth, and secure as he toured their land.

Throughout the Old and New Testaments, the Bible mentions highways on several
occasions. Proverbs 16:17 says, "The highway of the upright is to depart from evil. He

who keeps his way preserves his soul.” Now that is an interesting definition of a highway.
Isaiah talks about a 'Highway of Holiness', a roadway upon which the ‘unclean' will not be

allowed to travel. (Is.35:8). Wow, another ‘highway' concept to consider. I think we can
agree that the most well-known metaphor about a highway can be found in three gospels.

Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, and Luke all refer to the ‘highway' that John the Baptist
prepared for King Jesus. According to the prophet Isaiah, the three gospel writers

believed that John the Baptist fulfilled the prophesy given in Isaiah 40 verses 3-5 which
reads, “Prepare the way of the Lord, Make straight in the desert A Highway for our God.

Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked
places shall be made straight and the rough places smooth; The glory of the Lord shall

be revealed. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

The spiritual definition of a ’highway’ continues to develop as we read about what was
taking place in the Judean desert, at the beginning of Jesus' ministry. The Jews were
looking for their Messiah. John was a unique missionary that God had called from his
infancy. John lived in the desert, eating locust and honey, wearing clothes made of 



camel’s hair. A definite sight to behold. His message was powerful, “Repent, for the
Kingdom of God is at hand” (Matt.3). He did not mince words! John the Baptist’s

mission, was to spiritually prepare the hearts of the Jews for their Messiah. How was
this to be accomplished? By the people repenting of their sin. The desert had come
alive. All throughout the land of Israel, throngs of people were making the trek to the

desert to hear John’s preaching. Jewish lives were changed through the act of
repentance. The soil of softened hearts would allow the seed of the Word to come, to

take root. After the realization that they were sinners and needed to repent, John
would baptize them in the Jordan River. We know from Matthew chapter 3, that even
Jesus came to the river to be baptized by John. The highway John built was not built
with human hands. It was a spiritual highway that was leveled and smoothed through

his obedience to the calling of God. Messiah was on the scene…King Jesus was
about to arrive and John made sure that he had readied the roadway for Jesus’

amazing entrance!

This spiritual roadway had been prepared through repentance. This allowed Jesus to
take His rightful place on the throne of men’s hearts. Jesus is the same yesterday,

today and forever.(Heb.13:8) As King, He rules and reigns with God-given authority.
He offers forgiveness and compassion. Jesus sets us free to love and experience our

best life in Him and through Him. He has come to give us life and that life more
abundantly! (John 10:10)

Together, let's build a Highway for our King. Let’s clean out the sin from our lives and
ready our hearts through confession. Our repentance smooths out the rough spots and

allows smooth access for the King to take His rightful place.

“Father, forgive my sins and fill me afresh with Your Holy Spirit. I want to be about
Your business. Fill my days with opportunities to serve you. May you live on the throne

of my heart forever.
In Jesus' glorious name I pray.”


