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Followers of Tradition | Mark 7

I love traditions…give me any Holiday and I’ve procured a holiday tradition to make it special.
Green scrambled eggs on St. Patrick’s Day? I’m in. Doesn’t matter whether or not I’m Irish, I’ll

just add some corn beef and cabbage on the dinner menu. By nature, through culture,
because of television, we all participate in some type of tradition..self-afflicted or otherwise.

 
Jesus had some strong words to say to the ‘tradition followers’ of His day. In Mark chapter 7

the dialogue between the Pharisees (religious leaders of the day) and Jesus (God incarnate) is
eye-opening and convicting.

 
The Pharisees had a lot of what I will call ‘ceremonial baggage’. These oral, man-made laws
and traditions are the things that Jesus just could not tolerate. He not approve of their ‘self-

imposed’ version of the law. In verse 7 Jesus quotes Isaiah 29:13 and explains that these self-
proclaimed righteous men were actually hypocrites. To honor God with their lips only and not

their actions…well, if I’m honest, I too have found myself in that same-type of pretentious
mindset.

 
Reading through this chapter, I am challenged by God’s Holy Spirit to ask myself these same

things…
1.Have I honored God with my lips and yet my heart has been far from Him? Yes

2.Have I worshipped Jesus in vain? Guilty as charged. I know for a fact when my worship has
been worthless…its been a stinky mess, more then once. Guilty x2

3.Have I been guilty of making the ‘precepts of man’ more important then the sacred
scriptures…3 strikes and I find myself…OUT!

 
Out of sync with the true meaning of a love-relationship with Jesus, the King of Kings. Out of
touch with what He considers the most important commandment found in scripture. (Joshua

22:5) To love the Lord, my Lord and my God with all the strength my broken heart can muster. 



To live my life with Him so closely (which will take all the strength my weak body can rally).
That is the honorable life I long for. A life full of Jesus-with no regrets. A genuine God-

centered life, tried and true, without guile, without pretense and without hypocrisy.
 

I know you want it too!“
 

Father forgive me. I know I have been guilty of nullifying the Word of God more than once. I
have acted as if Your Truth didn’t necessarily apply to my ‘certain/sinful’ situations…I know
that stinks. You did not approve of the message the Pharisees were promoting or the lives
that they were living. That same godly gold-standard applies to me as well. I am forgiven.
Thank You. I am Your child and I want my life line up to Your Truth. Your Word guiding my

inner life and changing my outer practices, that is my heart’s desire Lord. To follow hard
after You with everything within me…Bless Your HOLY Name! Only You can accomplish

this work within me..so have Your way and do the hard work You must to renew a right spirit
within me. (Ps. 51:10)
In Jesus name I pray.”

 
With Jesus, you always have another time at bat! 

Batter Up!


