
THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

SESSION 5
Revelation 2:12-17, 18-29



TIMELINE OF END TIME EVENTS

JESUS’
RESURRECTION

JESUS’ 
ACENSION

40 Days

THE CHURCH 

AGE

REV. 1-3

REV. 4-5 REV. 19

REV. 6-18 REV. 20 REV. 21 & 22



LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES 
(REV. 2-3)

• LITERAL  in existence ----- Each church was an 
actual church located in Turkey during the 1st

century!

• SPIRITUAL in relevance ---- Each church addresses 
spiritual issues relevant to churches today!

• HISTORICAL in significance – each church 
represents a distinct time period of church history…



MAP OF THE 7 CHURCHES



TIMELINE OF CHURCH HISTORY

EPHESUS 

33-100 A.D.

SMYRNA 

100-312 A.D.

LAODICEA 

1900-TRIBULATION 

SARDIS

1517-1750 A.D.
PERGAMOS 

312-606 A.D.

PHILADELPHIA

1750-RAPTURE

THYATIRA

606-1517 A.D.



PERGAMOS – THE STATE CHURCH (312-606 A.D.)

• A.D. 312 – Constantine made Christianity the state 

religion permeated with pagan customs and 

practices.

• A.D. 606 – Beginning of the Holy Roman Catholic 

Church



PERGAMOS
THE STATE CHURCH (312-606 A.D.)

JESUS’ TITLE: “Him who has the sharp, two-edged sword”

COMMENDATION: They have not renounced their faith despite the martyrdom of 
Antipas.

COMPLAINT: Marriage of the Church and the World, (Doctrine of Balaam; Doctrine 
of Nicolaitans)

REWARD: Hidden Manna; White stone with a new name
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THYATIRA – THE IDOLATROUS CHURCH 
(606 – 1517 A.D.)

• A.D. 606 – Roman Catholic Church (ongoing)

• A.D. 1517 – Beginning of the Protestant 

Reformation



THYATIRA – THE IDOLATROUS CHURCH 
(606-1517A.D.)

A.D. 606 – Roman Catholic Church (ongoing)
A.D. 1517 – Beginning of the Protestant Reformation

During this time, many Catholic traditions were introduced:

---Title of “pope” given to Boniface lll by emperor Phocas (606 ad)

---Doctrine of kissing the pope’s foot (709 ad)

---Use of holy water (850 ad)

---Mechanical praying with beads, or the Rosary, invented by Peter the Hermit (1090 ad)

---Transubstantiation established (1215 ad)

---The Bible forbidden to laymen; only the priest could read (1229 ad)



THYATIRA
THE STATE CHURCH (606 - 1517A.D.)

JESUS’ TITLE: “the Son of God” (eyes aflame, feet like brass)

COMMENDATION: works, love, service, faith, patience
:

COMPLAINT Tolerant of sin (the “Jezebel” issue) - authority equal to 
Scripture; seduced God’s people with idolatry; a system of works

:REWARD authority to rule; given the morning star always a 
remnant, power over the Nations; authority to judge,

:
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