
Finding Purpose in the Mundane as Bondservants of Christ 

Colossians 3: 17, 22-24 

17  “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him.” 

22-24 “Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, 
as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, work heartily, as for 
the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. 
You are serving the Lord Christ.” 

1 Corinthians 7:22   

“For he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free 
when called is a bondservant of Christ.” 

Matthew 25:37-40 

Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you a drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to 
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’” 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sometimes I feel like I am caught in the “hamster wheel of life” and find myself saying “vanity of 
vanities! All is vanity.” I try to get my kids to help me clean up the same messes over and over, I cook 
dinner over and over just for it to be eaten in 5 minutes, or not eaten at all. I wash clothes only to turn 
around and see another load of laundry. I clean the floor and immediately it seems someone always 
spills something. The sink is always full and the dishwasher always needs unloaded again. I go to work 
and try to help sick people who are often very likely never going to get much better. We may work hard 
to please our spouses, children, employers, clients, customers, or patients, only to find that our hard 
work goes unrecognized or is not appreciated, and is never really completed. It’s easy to ask sometimes, 
“What’s the point?” 

When I read this passage in Colossians, I ask myself, what if I consistently viewed all of my work in life as 
being in service to the Lord and not for men--not for gain or praise or recognition, but to honor Christ 
and present my life in service to him? How would that change the way I view my life and purpose? 

Yes, the author is talking to bondservants in this section of Colossians. But 1 Corinthians 7:22 refers to a 
believer as becoming a “bondservant of Christ” and Paul refers to himself as a bondservant of Christ. In 
this passage, Paul tells bondservants to work heartily – with sincerity, genuineness, and heartfelt 
service— “in whatever you do.” I imagine bondservants spent a great deal of time doing menial and 
repetitive tasks that were underappreciated. He also tells a wider audience to do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus “in whatever you do” whether it be something one says or one does.  He is calling 
them to be representatives of Christ to those around them all the time. 



If I’m being honest, viewing all of my daily tasks as service to God sounds a little tiring. It sounds like a 
lot of pressure. But we are serving One whose yoke is easy and burden is light, much lighter than the 
burden of the world. AND we are not serving One who overlooks our efforts. The Lord is, as Hagar 
stated, “a God who sees me.” He knows our efforts, motives, and our hearts. A daughter of God does 
not go unseen.  We are FREE to serve and work with sincerity and PURPOSE in whatever we are doing 
without concern for recognition from men. We have the opportunity to store up inheritance in heaven 
whether we be recognized in this life or this season of life or not. 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 25:37-40 that when we serve others, we are ultimately serving Him. We as 
bondservants of Christ can look at seemingly mundane, monotonous, and otherwise thankless tasks and 
choose to joyfully complete our work heartily for our family, customers, employers, etc. as if we were 
serving Christ himself. The Lord calls us to represent Him to those around us (doing everything “in His 
name”) and gives us the opportunity to directly serve Him when we serve others—even in the confines 
of our own homes! 
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