
And in the End…  
Revelation 22:20-21 

“He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of 
the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.”  

The book of Revelation is a challenging, confusing, and often scary book, whether reading it as a 
seminarian scholar, an “untrained” Christian, or a nonbeliever. Its symbolism and imagery are often 
terrifying and even inconceivable. Are the visions of “The End Times” that were given to John by divine 
hands meant to be taken literally or figuratively, or a combination of the two? It is so easy to get bogged 
down in the minutia of historicism, futurism, pretermism, and idealism, that we usually miss what the 
book of Revelation (and the Bible as a whole) offers us: for a Christian, the last book of the Bible should 
bring us hope and assurance. Hope of all being made right and assurance that God will make it so.   

We can read the eschatological visions in Revelation (the beautiful ones and the scary ones) knowing 
that in whatever manner they ultimately come to pass, followers of Christ can trust in God’s faithfulness 
and promises to us. He is going to make Creation like it should be, operating perfectly under His guise 
and standards (Acts 3:21). He is going to make us sinless and whole (1 Peter 5:10). All the suffering, 
striving, struggling, and heartache will be obliterated eternally (Revelation 21:1-5). Jesus will reign 
forevermore. We shouldn’t be intimidated by what Scripture says; we should be emboldened to tell 
others about the rescue God has offered us. So that as many as will believe can see how Jesus’ atoning 
sacrifice paved the way for us to be able to look at the chaotic and dread-filled world around us, read 
about the dreadful and wonderful events that are to come, and still say confidently, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
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