
All Is Vanity 

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” December is a favorite month to many because of that 
contagiously warm feeling that appears in our hearts this time of year. We feel it in the hugs of the 
family members reuniting and when we find the perfect gifts for the people we love the most. We see it 
in the eyes of children eagerly anticipating their gifts on Christmas morning. We hear it in the songs of 
carolers, the ringing of bells, and the laughs of friends gathered. The word “JOY” is displayed in every 
home, holiday card, and advertisement; so, where does all that joy go in January? In this magical season 
of beautifully wrapped gifts, twinkling lights under sparkling snow, and meticulously decorated homes 
displayed on every available platform, it becomes increasingly more difficult to turn our eyes from the 
fleeting joys in the vanity surrounding us and focus our attention on the only viable and lasting source of 
joy available to us in this lifetime. The book of Ecclesiastes tells the account of a man who spends a 
lifetime searching for a single source of joy under the sun. 

“1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 2 Vanity of vanities, says the 
Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 3 What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the 
sun? 4 A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever. 5 The sun rises, and 
the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it rises. 6The wind blows to the south and goes 
around to the north; around and around goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind returns. 7 All 
streams run to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the place where the streams flow, there they flow 
again. 8 All things are full of weariness; a man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor 
the ear filled with hearing. 9 What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be 
done, and there is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there a thing of which it is said, "See, this is new"? It 
has been already in the ages before us. 11 There is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be 
any remembrance of later things yet to be among those who come after.” 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 (ESV) 

The Preacher in this passage proceeds to outline years of experimentation to find a source of meaning 
and joy under the sun. These endeavors include The Vanity of: Wisdom (1:12-18), Self-Indulgence (2:1-
11), Living Wisely (2:12-17), Toil (2:18-26), and Wealth and Honor (5:8-20.) His conclusion to his 
audience is that each of these is a form of vanity, a striving after the wind, and nothing was to be gained 
from them under the sun. These words contrast greatly to the words spoken to shepherds from an angel 
in Luke 2. 

“9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.” 
Luke 2:9-11 (ESV) 

God gave us the precious gift of His Son on that night. His Son would live a perfect life on this earth, die 
a horrendous death, and pay a price for our sin that only He could pay. Because of this, we can 
experience true joy this Christmas season that will carry us into the new year, until He returns, and for 
all eternity with Him. His joy gives us purpose and will last long after the wrapping paper is torn, the 
snow melts, and the lights and decorations are removed. Rather than searching under the sun, let us all 



look to The Son as our ultimate source of joy. Just as we anxiously approach this Christmas, let us wait 
eagerly until He comes again. 
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