
Biblical Waiting 

      We don’t like to be kept waiting. We don’t like waiting forAmazon orders, a show to come back on at the end of 90 

seconds of ads, or for a snack to heat up in the microwave. We also don’t like to wait in more significant ways; for test 

results, achild’s fever to subside, or a prayer to be answered. Currently, and for the better part of the past year and a 

half, the whole world is being made to wait for a definitive end to the pandemic.Waiting causes us to grapple with 

feelings of frustration, anxiety, and discouragement. Why is it so difficult for us to wait? Our perspective on waiting may 

be to blame. We tend to view the wait as an obstacle and a waste of time. We assume the wait is unproductive. Our 

view of waiting also reveals an unflattering truth about the state of our hearts; we can be very self-focused and we want 

to see our agenda succeed above anything else.  

     We, as modern humans, certainly aren’t the first to be kept waiting. The Bible is a book about waiting. Sarah and 

Abraham waited decades for the birth of a promised son. The nation of Israel waited 40 years in the desert before being 

permitted to enter the Promised Land. After the Fall, Adam and Eve, along with humanity, waited for thousands of years 

for the coming of the Messiah. The Bible says that Jesus was born at just the right moment. There was a purpose for 

everything that happened during the wait. The waiting was part of God’s redemptive plan. Currently, all of us live in the 

waiting period between the first and second coming of Jesus Christ. This waiting period is not in opposition to God’s 

agenda, it is part of God’s agenda. God is withholding his final judgement so that his mercy and grace have a chance to 

continue their work of restoration that we, and the world, desperately need. James 5:7-8 says, “Be patient, therefore, 

brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about 

it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 

hand”. 

In his podcast, ‘Learn How to Wait’, Paul Tripp describes six biblical principles of waiting: 

1. Waiting is inescapable. God has ordained that his children will wait. Waiting is not a disruption of God’s plan, but 

instead it is a part of God’s plan.Scripture states, “I wait for the lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my 

soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning” (Psalm 

130:5-6). 

2. Waiting is a gift of mercy and grace. If God were just a God of justice, he wouldn’t wait and all of us would be 

condemned. There would be no hope for us because all of us are in need of the transformative power of his 

grace and mercy which we receive during the wait. Isaiah 30:18 says, “Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to 

you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed are all those 

who wait for him”. 

3. Waiting is productive. Although it may not be something we recognize or like, the wait is doing something in us. 

The God who has his hand on the waiting is the God who is committed to completing what he has started in us. 

4. Waiting means that something good is coming. If waiting is productive than waiting will produce something good 

in us. The wait is not meaningless. Scripture states, “The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who 

seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord” (Lamentations 3:25-26). 

5. Waiting is active. Waiting should not be an experience of quiet, seething frustration. God wants us to do things 

as we’re waiting that fit with what he is trying to accomplish during the wait. Micah 7:7 says, “But as for me, I will 

look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me”. 

6. Waiting will end. There will be a day when waiting will accomplish its work. In the Lord’s timing, everything will 

be resolved and we will no longer wait in anticipation of anything. We see this promise in James 1:12, “Blessed is 

the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, 

which God has promised to those who love him”. 

Where is God calling you to wait right now? How are you doing in the middle of the wait? What feelings are you 

experiencing while you wait (i.e. anger, frustration, irritation)? Are you trying to control your life and avoid the wait? 

Honest answers to these questions may reveal that we get more pleasure from the success of our own little kingdom’s 

purposes than we do from the success of the Kingdom of God’s purposes. When we are required to wait, rather than 



getting frustrated and discouraged, we ought to look up and thank the One who gives us opportunities of mercy that 

only waiting can provide. Although it’s easier said than done, we should make every attempt to accept and enjoy the 

wait. Psalm 40:1 says, “I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry”. We should remember that 

God has not forgotten us in the wait but that the wait is actually an act of grace and mercy.  

Scripture states, “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14). God 

calls us to wait because he is doing things in us, through us, andaround us that are good. Being made to wait is not a sign 

of punishment. Waiting is not about what we get at the end of the wait but about what we become during the wait. God 

waits so we’ll have further opportunities to become what he has ordained for us to become. Our question for God 

should not be “how long do I have to wait?” but instead, “what are you forming in me during this time?” 
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