
My book club has been reading an epistolary novel which tells the story of a close-knit European island 
community during German occupation in the 1940s through letters written back and forth.  I love how 
the author uses the art of letter-writing to incorporate the voices of various characters and weave a 
story of sorrow, loss, joy and love.  Getting to know those fictional characters-- their personalities, pain, 
and desires-- through their letters got me thinking about the great letters in the Bible.  Can you even 
imagine what would it have been like to exchange letters with the apostle Paul? Did the church gather 
around, hanging on every word of encouragement, correction, love and wisdom as a letter from Paul 
was read for the first time?  

In his letter to the Philippians, Paul starts with gratitude for his fellow believers.  He encourages them to 
persevere with confidence. He shares his hopes for them—that their love will grow and that they will 
bring him joy by striving side-by-side in unity for the gospel. I picture the believers sitting in silence and 
tears as they read the words their beloved spiritual leader wrote from a dungeon-- To live is Christ and 
to die is gain, and I have learned to be content in every possible earthly circumstance because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Jesus as Lord.  

Reading the rich text of Philippians with the epistolary novel still on my mind, I tried to imagine what a 
return letter to a man of great faith who penned the inspired words of the eternal God to his children 
might say.  Of course the sacred text doesn’t include the reply of the believers in Philippi, but as I 
thought it over, the response I kept imagining was actually a letter to God rather than a letter back to 
Paul.  It was a prayer that started with gratitude, and asked for courage and help for myself and our 
community of faith using language straight out of Philippians 3.  

Maybe like me you have found your own “letter-writing” or prayer to God a little difficult during recent 
weeks.  Truth is, if any of our stories were being told in epistolary style, there would be some entirely 
one-sided chapters in which God continues pouring out encouragement, correction, love and wisdom 
while we just sit and try to figure out which page we’re on.  If that’s where you are today, just know I’m 
thanking God for you, praying through Philippians for you, and that you’re definitely not alone.  Like 
Paul, I’m trusting the God who began this story to bring his good work to completion in you, and asking 
that His peace guard your heart and mind today.  

-Carolyn Canini 


