
“For Such a Time as This” 

 

Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king’s palace you will escape any more 
than all the other Jews. For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another 
place. But you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this?”  Esther 4:13-14 (ESV) 

We’ve likely all heard this passage before, or at least the phrase “For such a time as this.”  In my own experience, I have 
seen this phrase on t-shirts, social media posts, and coffee mugs.  The phrase is often taken out of context and quoted to 
represent power and/or favor.  Power and favor, however, are not the underlying meaning of this passage.   

Taking a few steps back, Esther, a Jew, had just came to power as queen after receiving the favor of king Ahasuerus.  He 
did not know she was a Jew.  Now, the King’s official, Haman, was being bowed down to and paid homage by all the 
King’s servants at the gate.  Mordecai, Esther’s cousin that raised her, refused to do so.  This infuriated Haman, and 
shortly after, there was a decree for all the Jews to be slaughtered.  Upon finding this out, Mordecai and Esther 
exchange messages through one of the King’s eunuch’s, Hathach. Mordecai wishes for Esther to go plead with the king 
to save the Jews.  The problem with this is that Esther was not permitted to go speak with the king unless she was 
summoned.  The punishment for doing so: death.  Esther was not sure she should risk her life to save the Jews, even 
though she was one herself.    

At this point we have caught back up to our phrase.  Mordecai speaks it to Esther, not as a term of encouragement, but 
as a rebuke.  Esther’s choices are 1) approach the king to save the Jews and possibly be put to death, or 2) do nothing 
and let the Jews perish.  Mordecai is telling her that she should not feel self-indulgent, or act in a self-preserving 
manner.  In fact, maybe the Lord put her in this position of power to risk her life for the Jews, not to live comfortably as 
queen. He did not want her to choose royalty over righteousness.   

The challenge of the phrase, “for such a time as this,” was for Esther to do the right thing with no guarantee of a positive 
outcome.  God also challenges us to do the same.  

We all go through life wondering what our purpose is.  We wonder that in just about every facet of our lives. Where 
should I live? What job should I have?  Who should I marry?  Applying this passage should ensure you that God has you 
exactly where you are in this very moment for His ultimate purpose.  The place you live, job you have, and resources 
available are all given to you by God.  It won’t always be comfortable or desirable. We will be faced with decisions that 
are hard, just like Esther.  We could easily ignore the gospel’s call and play it safe.  However, that is not what God calls us 
to do.  He calls us to step out in faith and obedience, regardless of the sacrifices or possible outcomes, to fulfill his 
kingdom’s purpose.   

So maybe you were created “for such a time as this.”  You were made to choose righteousness and obedience, even 
when it’s hard or scary, and even when it would be easier to lay low and stay comfortable.  Esther’s obedience led to the 
spared lives of an entire nation, however, even if the king had her killed, she would have been rewarded for her 
obedience.  So, my challenge to you is to choose obedience and righteousness in an area of your life where it would be 
much easier not to.  Your outcome may not be one like Esther’s, and it may not carry the weight of death, but I can 
promise you that the Lord will be pleased knowing His child is walking in obedience with faith that His purpose is greater 
than ours.  
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