
for the week of August 9, 2020 

1. Take a moment to share with each other a time when your plans for something (like a vacation, a 
family outing, a move, or other event) suddenly changed. 

LEADER NOTE: It is important to remember that the death of a friend or family member may have touched 
one or more people in your group recently - and we all know that certain deaths can be particularly hard 
even years later. Take a moment in the beginning of group tonight to give people space to talk about their 
experiences with death and grief - and give people the out not to talk about it if they’re not comfortable - be 
sure to pray for those struggling.  

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

2. What are the things that surprise you or stand out in this passage? 

3. What do you think grief looks like for the rest of mankind?  

4. Does not grieving like “the rest of mankind” really happen for us? Does the hope of a future 
resurrection really change anything in our grief? 

5. In the message we talked about how many people in Thessalonica and the early church believed they 
were living in the end times. We now know they were wrong but what do you think the knowledge of the 
resurrection of the dead and the “rising to meet” Jesus in the clouds does for how a community lives? 

6. Paul’s primary takeaway here is “Therefore encourage one another with these words” (verse 18) this 
phrase ‘one another’ is a regular motif in Paul’s writing— love one another, serve one another, 
encourage one another. How can you, as a group, encourage one another with these words? 

7. The hope we have in Jesus for everything we struggle with, even to the point of death, reminds us of 
the new life we can experience everyday. As a group, identify some of the uncertainties and anxieties 
this year has brought or the rest of the year might bring.  

8. How can the hope of the resurrection can change how we think, live, pray , and act in light of the 
Gospel? 

Pray through the list of anxieties, fears, and worries that you identified as a group. 

On the Other Side of Uncertainty  


