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DC Comments 

Our header photo for this update features the 2022 Word of Life New Zealand team. We 

are well underway with the year and despite Covid, we have had several opportunities 

to serve the churches and individuals of our little country. A few days earlier this year 

we went away with the team to refresh our vision and grow together. We are super 

excited for all that this year holds for us. 

 

Beach Mission 

Over New Years, our family once again packed 

up and headed to the beach for eight days of 

camping, kid's programs, and family events. 

We love being able to be a part of the team 

and being able to see the kids who come back 

year  after year open up to the Gospel. 

 



This year at the kid's program alone we had 172 

individual kids who attended over the course of 

our stay with 13 salvation decisions made. 

 

 

 

Leadership Conference 

Being able to start the year off encouraging and 

helping to equip youth leaders from around New 

Zealand is always a bonus. Because of 

government restrictions we met in smaller watch 

parties and live-streamed the main speaker to 

nearly 60 youth leaders. 

 

 

Carol taught one of the electives this year. She 

shared on how to use movement to create 

memorable moments in a way that makes a 

dynamic impact in the lives of young people. It 

was cool to overhear one youth leader share with 

her team how it changed her thinking from how do 

I force in the information I want to get across to 

how do I meet the needs of the girls in my small 

group.  

 

 

 

 



Family update 

Big news in this update. 

1. Baby number two is on their way! 

If all goes well they are scheduled to be making their appearance into the Dortch family in late 

July. We are so excited to meet our new baby and we look forward to seeing how they fit into 

our family. Willa is super ready to be a big sister, she loves feeding, dressing, and changing her 

teddy and horsey.  

2. We're visiting America. 

After a long wait and a few changes in the plan, NZ has finally opened up the borders to the 

point that we are able to re-enter the country without much hassle. We'll be in TN from March 

8-15 and NC from March 16-29. We are so excited to be able to see friends and family once 

again. 

Apologies to all the friends and family we aren't able to see this time, we will make it a priority 

next time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Praises: 

• Being able to travel to 

America for a short trip 

• Being able to continue doing 

ministry with a great team 

Prayer Requests: 

• Youth Reachout planning now 

that the team has been 

assembled  

• Health in Carol's pregnancy  

• More opportunities to share 

and run events 

• Safe travels 

 

 

 

Carol and I love the work that we get 

to be a part of here in New Zealand 

and we would like to thank all of 

those who support us through prayer 

and finical giving. 

 

If you would be interested in 

partnering with us in either of these 

ways for the first time feel free to 

contact us at ddortch@wol.org or by 

following the appropriate link below. 

 

US Partner Page 

https://missions.wol.org/missionaries/595809/ 

mailto:ddortch@wol.org
https://missions.wol.org/missionaries/595809/


Ministry Description 

 

Daniel and Carol Dortch 

About Daniel 
I grew up in a Christian home and was saved at the age of nine. From that time, until I 
found myself alone in a rented room in Alaska after a long day pouring concrete, I had 
not committed much of my life at all to pursuing God. I knew that I had been prepared 
by God for more than the life I was living. After spending two years at the Word of Life 
Bible Institute, working briefly at the Florida campus, and two years in the Cross-
Cultural Internship program, God showed me in an amazing way that New Zealand was 
the path that He had for me. I am glad to be following after Him with this amazing 
opportunity. 

About Carol 
God has given me the blessing of growing up in a Christian home, and although being a 
pastor's kid and a missionary kid has its challenges, I also realize what an unbelievable 
privilege it is. At the age of six, I trusted Jesus Christ as my Saviour. Since that day, the 



Lord has been working in my life, transforming me to be more like Christ. I have realized 
that my walk with the Lord is not about perfection, but about progression. He has 
changed my anger to peace and love; my despair to delight; my selfishness to service; 
and He has promised to keep working on me! 

The path God has lead me on so far has included many different ministry opportunities; 
being involved in church, various leadership roles, attending Word of Life Bible Institute 
and going on short term mission trips. Looking back I can see how each opportunity 
was preparing me for a life of full-time mission. I am burdened for young people to 
realize the importance and necessity of being in the Word of God, to be involved in their 
local church and to understand their relationship with their Saviour. 

 

 

 


